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REV ERE A5 8IR, 
8 e late Defenſe of 4 ſerious, and, as 1 
Noi think; ſeaſonable Diſcourſe, has, it 
W ſcems, given you no ſmall Uncaſineſs ; 
too mach, I find, to be counterballanc'd 
by the Pleaſure my laſt Paragraph. at- 
FALSELY forded you. *T'was. not, I own, calcu- 
1 "EE lated for the politer Part of Mankind, and 

therefore deſtitute of the ſmooth and eaſy Periods in mo- 

dern Writings ; though your Comment on my Pedentry. 
and Stiffneſs of Stile appears to me pretty ſingular, as not 
finding in any Authors, that have yet come to my Hands; 
theſe Terms expreſſive of the Upbraidipgs of a Man's Con- 
ſtience. Befides, tis hardly ſuppotable, that any Paper 
ſhould ſee the Light, which, while under the, Writer's 
and, expoſed him to the Laſhes of his 029 Breaſt. . How- 
ever, taking ſo abſurd a Suppoſition as this is for granted, 
2 proceed to declare your Hopes, that by rh Time I 
ave met with farther Correction. Being loath you ſhould, 
| ppg: in ſo groundleſs a Miſtake, I now freely declare 
on the freſh Peruſal of borh) that as nothing in your Let- 
ter to nie, ſo nothing in mine to you bas pinchd me in the 
leaſt, nor given me any other painful Reflections than 
what aroſe from my Concern, that a profeſſed Hroteſtant 

Di ſſenter, and Divine, ſhould drop ſo many Things un- 

becoming his Character, ſubverſive of Chriſtian Love and 

Concord, ſapping the Foundations of all rational Hope to- 
wards God, and driving the greateſt Saints as well as Sin- 

ners, promiſcuouſly, to a final Deſpair of infinite Mercy; 

ind all is not in the undigeſted Looſeneſs of an exrempo- 
rary HaFangue, or tranſiently falling in common Converſa- 
tion, but coming from the * after ſeveral Mecks, or 
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8 tather Manis concoftion. I therefore: ren — N 
„ Advocate: for Practical Chniſtianity. Neighhoure 
| will judge, whether of us. has the greater Regard! for 9 
| © Fun, fuſtice and Meekneſs ;, whole Pifiure- is molt; 

! | * axactiy- drawn, c. Hints of this Nature are Things; 

Y of counſs; 4d. Tanne Phalenab, Addroſſes to the Paſk 

1 | ons of the Vulpar, and may be us d by every Ad 


1 in all Controverſies whatſoever. My Readers, indeed; 
will cafily ſee that I like not a fawning, colloguing, in- 
2828 Way, with an huffing and haughty Antagoniſt 
aving long ſince obſerv'd; that a ſneaking and needleſs 
Submiſſion furniſhes ſuch a one with freſh Matter for 
Scorn and Inſult. | 
Whereas: you eompla in of the Charge; which, you ſays 


F «I have: very unjuſtly drawn up in the. firſt 8 
ER <«<: againſt Mr. P. C, I ſhall recommend to that Gentle- 
if | mans Review ſome of thoſe Flowers which adorri the irt 
' 1 of his Letter to me, where (beſides his in- 
FE vading the' Province of the Searcher of Hearts) I am ar- 
(| raign'd for ful/e and groundleſs Aſſertions, violent Invectives, 
; | moſt uncharitable Inſinuations, ſcattering Fire- brands, Ar-. 
'F rows and Death, as if I had been in ſport, without any, © 
1 | | ſeeming Regard to Decency. or Charity, for managing Ve. 
4 bates about Religion in a ludicrous and outrag*ous "A s: 
1 ; and ſuch as force themſelves into the other parts of 2 5 
| i vis. My Deſien to caſt Dirt an my Brethren *; 10 
. | cavil and calumniate rather than find out Truths | 
18 treating the great Doctrines of the Goſpel, andi 
if Principles of Faith dvith Levity © ; My chiming in exatt-, 
by with Socinus, viliyying Faith, and magnifying Olo. 
Hence, encouraging Infidelity, betraying the Chriſtiani 
Religion, and delivering up the Voctrines of it into 
the Enemies Hand; My very looſe Divinity, which\ © 
ſeems rather to be taken from the Alcoran or the Levis, 
athan than the Bible ©, I am gravely ask d, whether 
1 <Fhe Deiſts could deſire any Thing that's better calck> | 
; lated to give a ſpread' to their Infidelity f, "Tis infinus 
1 ated, That I make a Feſt, on nothing of the Faith of 
| Chriſtians; that I am led by Prejudice, Paſſion, and 
| Party Intereſt ; and that my Writing, if I think as L 
is aurite, makes me ſeem to be Sceptick enough to be & 
1 Papiſt ar Rome, 4 Mahometan az Conſtantinople, and an 
it . ®Page2, p. 4. ibid. 4 p. 3. *p.30 N . il 
if 
i! 
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Heathen 5s China or Japan 2. I am told, That T 
rave with ſuch an unaccountable Fury as never (tis be- 
lien d) any Miniſter or Chriſtian did before”, I am 
charg'd with a laviſh and outragious Rudeneſs of Lan- 
guapge ©; with giving way to childiſh Wrath d; with licking 
up 2 Peirce's envenorm'd Spitthe in his Weſtern Inqui- 
fition ; beſpatrering my Brethren, blackening their Cha- 
racer, and attempting to ſink their Reputation ©; If Mr. 
Y. C's. Temper will allow him to peruſe theſe Ac- 
cuſations with any Calmneſs, he may poſfibly be con vincd 
that his own maſteriy Hand hath aim'd at more than a 
bare Retaliation. | 

If my Way of writing has forfeited all Claim to u 

articular Reply, as you fay , you are the more ex- 
cuſable for ſaying ſo little to the Purpoſe againſt what T 
had urg'd. Bat then (it may be ask'd with Submiflion} 
how came you to take ſo much Pains in animadverting on 
fome Things, whilſt you have wholly omitted others 


wherein Mr. Ne. and my Information were concern d, and 


no leſs your or Credit and Reputation? 

Such a Sermon, whoſe Purport you acknowledge to be 
the recommending an holy Life, I ſtill _ ou with 
an Endeavour to diſgrace, and with blaming the Preacher 

r infiſting on vedticnt Chriftianity, when his Text na- 
turally led him thereunto. That he fell under general 
Dillike, as you ſuggeſt, does not yet appear; though you 
aſſert it, as if *twere demonſtrably true; but tis exceeding 
odd (whatever you may think ta the contrary) to aſfign 
Reaſons for, and draw Inferences from any Thing that was 
never yet prov'd'to be Matter of fact, eſpecially when the 
Reaſons and Inferences themſelves ate equally falſe. The 
Diſcourſe intiruled, Practical Chriſtianity the true Or- 
thodoxy ; or, a «wicked Life the worſt Hereſy, has becn 
- rod (to my certain knowledge) by divers judicious 

vines in City and Country, and not a ſew private 
Chriſtians, who are not of a Diſternment nice enough to 
find out the black and helliſh Deſign of the Author, 
which (according to your Reprefentation s) was, „To 
* ſlar and depreſs the Chriſtian Faith and Dottrinal 
« 7ruths, and to run out into ſlanting Invectives and In- 
% nuendo's againſt ſuch as had been the Defenders and 
« Abet off the received Faith among us; as if they, 
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(4) . 
et Jie ſo many blind and furious Zealots, had ſunk the 


« Intereſt of Religion, and ſet the Church on Fire.“ The 
true Reaſon therefore, why Mr. N. did not fall under a by 


reneral Dillike, was becauſe he proſecuted the Purport of 
Pie Text, and inftead of ftigmatizing with opprobrious 
Name: ſuch as differ'd from him, or raiſing the Reſent= 
ments of Chrittians one againſt another, 0 all aa 
Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt. His Text 25 
led him to inveigh againſt ſuch Methods as had been found 7 
diametrically oppoſite to practical Godlineſs, and to diſ- J 
grace as much as poſſible every Thing, that unger th 
ſpecious Pretext of promoting the Chriſtian Faith, had a * 


dire Tendency to deſtroy it. As to that unrighteous 
Charge (the nauſeous Repetitions of which in your firſk 
Letter to him made me e'en ſick, and you are reſolv'd in 
this tomy ſelt to ſurfeit me again with) vzs. © his ſpeaking 
* againſt the Doctrine of the Tyinity, and ſime other Truths, 
* upon which great ſtreſs is laid in the Goſpel; theres 
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not one fora in the whole Sermon to ſupport it; nor © is 3 
< chere one black or odious Character fix'd on any one for 1 
& nis Adhercnce to them.“ So that what I now tranſcribe K 
from. p. 3. is mere Calumny, © I think he ſhould: have | 
% ſaid nothing againſt them, or thoſe. who believe them 

% on that Account. This, I may be allow'd to think, 
% was very foreign from his Text, and had at leaſt the 
40 Appearance of too ſtrong an Inc lination to act as a Party |= 
* concern'd, to ſerve and ſupport a Cauſe that he ao diſ- 1 


« owns.” Tho' *twas foreign from his Text to enter into the 
Der ul of the ſeveral Controverſies relating to the Trinity, he 
yer might apriy, and appoſitely enough 7 as a Peace-maker) 
perſuade all to put the ſufteſt and moſt charitable Inter- 
pretations on one anothers diſagreeing Sentiments, and 
without ſtriking one Stroke on either fide, labour to re- 
concile angry Combatants, by ſerting before them the 
chief Deſign of the Goſpel, which is to promote an holy 
Life; and which he thought, as I do, would beſt be an- 


ſwer'd by a Forbearance 0 debating fuch Things as wiſe 1 
Fs 


and good Men may, and have, and {till do differ in their 
Speculations about. The ' Cauſe of Charity is not yow, » 7 
and, I hope, ever will be diſown'd by Mr. N. for that 


will be to diſown a conſiderable Part of Chriſtianity. But 
ou ſeem, Sir, very willing to make your Readers be. 
"any that your elaborate Letter to him has coppell'd = 
him to a formal Retractation of ſomething which he owa'd 
han*is <* 2 & 8 r os * ' 4 * 3 e before: 1 
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before ; A moſt falſe Inſinuation. Tou add, id, „ i 


& abundantly evident, that theſe were the Apprehenfiong 
te of thoſe 15 are chiefly intereſted in that Cauſe:“ e 
can Mr. N. prevent the Apprehenſions of others, any more 
than he can Mr. P. C's. ? His Sermon has been for ſome 
Time abroad in the World, and will ſpeak for it ſelf; fo 
that your reiterated Accuſations ſerve to expoſe the licen- 
tious Boldneſs and Effrontery of the Accuſer. 5 
The preſent Vindicaror is not aſham'd to confeſs him- 
ſelf the Preacher of one of thoſe Sermons, where vou 
ſuggeſt ſo much Fire was ſcatter d 235 as not Rela 
any more Reproachcs of Conſcience for that, than he does 
for his Defenſe of the orher, though he never thought him- 
ſelf the greateſt Patron, much leſs the /o/e Tygroſſer of 
Charity, as you invidiouſly repreſent him. The ſuppoſed 
Fire ſcatter'd might be only ſome Duſt of Mr. P. C's. or 
his angry Breihrens raifing ; however, if there were real 
Flames, they might be kindled from another Quarter; 
or is 1t uncommon for thoſe, who contribute their beſt 
Fae to extinguiſh Flames rais d and increas'd by 


others, to be impeach'd for Incendiaries themſelves, Will 


you give me Leave, Sir, to recite a ſhort Story, as I find 
it in Mr. Baxter's Anſwer to Dr. Tully's angry Letter v. 

« When the Moors were ſentenced to ruin in Spain, 
« one of the Diſciples of Faldeſſo (a Scholar) fell into 
i the Diſpleaſure of the Biſhop of Toledo: A Neighbour 
«© Doctor, knowing that the Biſhop's Favour might beſtead 


« him, (whether accidentally .or. contrivedly, I know 


<« not) hit upon this happy Courſe. The Scholar and he 
<« being together in a ſolemn Convention, the Scholar was 
&« taking Tobacco, and the Doctor ſeeing the Smoke, threw 
« firſt a Glaſs of Beer in his Face, and cried Fire, Fire; 
«© The Scholar wiped his Face, and went on; the Doctor 
tt next threw an Tnk-bortle in his Face, crying ſtill Fire, 
i Fire. The Scholar being thus black'd, perceived that 


he was like to be taken for a Moor, and ruined, and he 


4% went out and carefully waſh'd his Face: The Doctor 
„ charged him openly for affronting him (yea, and inju- 
« riouſly calumniating him) by the Fact: For, ſaith he, 


« there was neceflary Cauſe for what I did. There 


© is no Smoke without ſome Fire: That which fired you 
« might next have fired the Houſe, and that the next 
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e Nouls, und fo have burnt down all the City; and your 


« Action intimateth as if J had done cauſcleſly what I did 
e and done you wrong. The Scholar anſwer'd him: 1 
* knew not, Sir, that it was unlawful to waſh me, but I will 
* take no more Tobacco, that I may no more offend you: 
« But if in this froſty Weather the rhickneſ of my Breach 
© ſhould be called Smoke, may I not waſh 2 Face, if 
1 you again caſt your Ink upon it? No, faith the Doctor, 
4 it is not you, nor any ye Man, that muſt be Judge, 

| ire or not, in a publick Danger: 
« Muſt the City be hazarded, if you ſay that it is not Fire d 
4c The Scholar asketh, May I not refer the Caſe to the 
« Standers-by, and waſh'\my Face, if they fay it was no 
* Fire? No, faith the Doctor, that is but to call in your 
Aſſociates to your help, and to add Rebellion and Schiſin 
to your Diſobedience: I perceive what Principles you 
de are of Why then, faith the Scholar, if I muſt needs bo 
& a Moor, my Face ani I are at your Mercy.“ 

Both Learned and Unlearned are, by this Time, Judges 
whether there be a ſufficient Foundation for thoſe loud and 
tragical Exclamation of yours againſt hat Diſcourſe, which 
has already ſeen the Light. And that, which has yer had 
no other Publication than from the Pulpit, as it hen had 
the Approbation of a conſiderable Number of Miniſters, 
and others who heard, it, ſo (what is vaſtly ſuperior) has 
ſtill the pleaſing Teſtimony of bis o Breaft who deli- 
ver d it. Wherefore the (enſures of a nameleſs uncertain * 
Author, as to want of Diſcretion, and very. odd Methods 


ef promoting holy Living, will be treated with the Con- 


tempt they deſerve. As neither of us conſulted him be- 
forc-hand, (not knowing, indeed, where to find him) ſo 
could we have done it, and ſubmitted entirely to his ma- 
223 DiRates in the Compoſition of our Diſcourſes, or 

id them at the Feet of ſuch a Gamalie}, when they were 
finiſhed, to be bleſs'd with an Index expurgarorins, they 
might hen, perchance, have appear'd as lame and imper- 
fect in the Eyes of many, equally wiſe, and learned, and 
Pious with himſelf, as no they do in his 0299. 

You fay *, God forbid, that any ſhould be 
« ' blamed when they have nothing elſe in view but the 
« advancing Holineſs and Obedience.” Mr. N. in the 
Preface to his Sermon, declares, that 'twas compoſed with 
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fuch a Defign, and ſuch a Declaration ought to be regards 
ed be e remote Innuendo's, and Fir-forch'd co = 
ſtructions to the contrary. A ſmall Share of Wit, mingled 
with a great deal of Wrath, will enable a, Perſon to tortute 


1 the moſt plain Expreſſions, and ſay ſomething in Oppoſi- 


tion to the moſt innocent Ones; and, when he has la- 


bour d to puzzle common ſenſe, and hunted for dangerous ' 


and heretical. Meanings under the cleareſt and moſt ob- 
vious Sentences, he may, if he pleaſe, be ſuch a Suffenus, 
as to ' admire himſelf for © ſetting Things in a ſtrong 
* and juſt Light, and making their true Tendency evi- 


« dent to all*.” But this Method that may be equal- 


ly uſed to diſparage the beſt, as well as. the. worſt 
Things that were ever preach'd or written, cannot , 
(I bumbly imagine) be deem'd a very honourable 
| attempted to beat off Perſons from 
a vain Dependance on their ſuppoſed Orthodoxy, without a 
regular Life, (endeavouring to convince them, that a ſo- 
ber, righteous, and godly Converſation, would, be the 
moſt certain, and indeed only Evidence of their ſoundneſs: 
in the Faith.) He had faithfully ad moniſh'd his Brethren 
to warn their reſpective Congregations: of ſuch a fatal Mi- 
ſtake, than which I can t eaſily conceive any thing more 
ſeaſonable; more important, more neceſſary in an Ago 
than in ours, wherein we find ſo great a Diverſity uf Opi- 
nions, and ſome of the moſt vile and diſſolute in their Mo- 
rals, ſupporting themſelves. with their ſound Faith, and 
triumphing over their more ſober and conſcientious Neighs 
bours. on this Account. When Niggards, Drunkards, 

or wanting that Purity of the Faith, which they think 
themſelves Poſſeſſors of: *Tis highly . e to inſorm 
the World, that truſting to what ſome call a good Faith, 
or good Principles, is, at leaſt, as had as truſting to good 
Works. A Man may well be ſuppoſed to want ſomethin 
to carp at, who can accuſe another of a moſt pls 
unjuſt Reproach, or a baſe and wicked Charge on this 
Head, Had you, Sir, ſpent all your Days in a Wilderneſs, 
or were your Letters to Mr. N. and me to be peruſed only 
by Children, or Tdeors; or Hermits, the A ee of 
your ſevere Strictures, as to this Particular, would not 


aſtoniſh me ſo much as now it docs, when the Groans of 
4 Page 60. of the Letter to Mr. & 


22 Whoremongers; Sodomites, c. can inſult others, 


Parents 
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Parents.over debauch'd Youth, the Tears of com aſſionate 
Relatives, the Diſtractions in Families, the andalous | 
Law-ſuits ariſing from Pride, Luxury, Covetouſneſs amon 
Perſons of all Denominations and Profeſſions, Sc. are 5 | 
ſad and. effectual a Confutation of your Cenſure, | 

But ſhould there be found, in a popular Sermon, ſome 
unguarded Expreſſions, whilſt they were honeſtly deſign' d 
to promote Chriftian Love and Piety, I can't ſee of what 
Service it would be to practical Religion to expoſe them. 
it I fay not this, becauſe what I undertook the Defenſe of, 
if | appears nor to me leſs deſerving it, than it did at firſt : 
14 Nay, that Paſſage, which ſeem'd moſt obnoxious; and is 
1 therefore, with great Smartneſs, animadverted on by you, 
(34: is, I think, capable of a Vindication * :I can much 
11 « better make Allowances for Heathens guilty of this 
I! te Idolatry, than I can for Perſons under the Old Teſta- 
| 


6 - 


i! « ment having ſo many Wives and Concubines, or half 
1 ce Wives, as they had;” when I confider what accurſed 
Freedoms the Libertines of this Age have taken'frorfi the 
1 Polygamy of the Ancients, and how little Danger there is 
5 on the other Side of falling into the groſs Idolatry of the 
bf Heathens. That modeſt and charitable Paragraph of his b, 
for which you are ſo angry, diſcovers a truly Chriſtian ' 
Temper : Nor have your pompous Citations (fo I call'd 
them in my written Copy, not Orations) yet prevail'd on 
me to think the contraty. | | 5 
I beli ve, Sir, as well as you, that ſome Truths and 
Duties are of greater Importance than others; in Propor- 
tion to the Clearneſs of their Revelation, their Influence 
| on the Peace and Welfare of civil or religious Societies, 
10 the ſolid Pleaſure and Satisfaction lowing from a Submiſ 
| fon to them, Sc. Ritual Inſtitutions, that were in the 

| Fulneſs of Time to be aboliſhed, were not of equal Im- 
portance with ſuch as are of perpetual Obligation. Loving' 
God and our Neighbour muſt, doubtleſs, be prefer'd to 
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all Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices. However, I can't hel 

| believing but the leaſt Truth or Duty (though I like 1 
| to call any Little which appear to my ſelf to bear the Stamp 
of divine Authority) muſt be of great [mporrance. The 
14 only Difference betwixt you and me here (which, I confeſs, 
17 is a very material one) ſeems to be this: I claim a Liber- 


. q to underſtand my Bible for my ſelf, and to look upoti 
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(9) 
eyery Truth and Duty that I can find there with mine own 
Eyes, to be of Importance to mne in the Condu& of my 
Life, but not to my Neighbour, unleſs he has the ſame 
Perception of them alſo; whereas you would bave the 


reproaching them with Hereſy if they do not. 
. You ſpeak of it as a melancholy Cafe, that I ſhould call 


the Opinions of Men Speculations, Subrilties, Peculiarities, 
and diſtinguiſping Schemes; if you can help me to fitter 
Terms for the Notions of weak, frail, dark, imperſect 
Mortals, I'll uſe them. Tis, I think, „more melan- 
* choly and more reproachful to all Revelation, that falli- 
« ble Worms cannot, or will not, be content with their 


<« in the infallible Records, but muft impoſe their own 
* Gloſfſes and Comments on ſuch as ſtand upon the ſame 
© Foundation with themſelves.” I prize the Labours, I 
reverence the Learning of Criticks, and own my ſelf in- 
debted to the Light they have given, and daily give me, 
in the Knowledge of the holy Scriptures ; nay, I'll thank- 
fully acknowledge any Aſſiſtance of this ſort; that I can 
receive from the meaneſt Chriſtian. But ſhould the great- 
eſt uninſpired Men, being met in an Oecumenical Aſſembly, 
pretend to impoſe on me the Profeſſion of my Faith in any 
Article, or (which comes to the ſame) the Explication of 
any Article, without an antecedent Conviction of its Truth, 


againſt them. 'The infiſting on my Subſcription to, or 
Declaration of any Thing, as contained in the Goſpel, 
which I my ſelf can't ſee there (how plainly ſoever it ap- 
pears to the Impoſers) is, indeed, palming another Goſpel 
upon me; and, were it poſſible for an Angel from Hea- 
ven to do this, St. Paul ſhews us in what manner he muſt 
be treated, Gal. i. 8, 9. Your Complaints, that“ I ſet 


* ably of Truth than of Error, that I diſcover the utmoſt 
© Tenderneſs and Reſpect to the Patrons of what I own to 
* be Error, and laſh the Advocates for Truth with the ut- 
< moſt Severity, are (to ſay the beſt of them) mere 
TArrrx. What is Truth? and what is Error? If Truth 
in Doctrines or Principles muſt be an entire Conformity to 
the Ideas in the diviue Mind, what human Being is there 
now on Earth who can poſſibly lay claim unto it ? If Error 


be a Deviation from theſe Ideas, what Child of Adam can 
| : C 7 * at 


2 
2 


Freedom of believing for your ſelf and others too, or of 


© Brethrens and Fellow Chriſtians Profeſſion of their Faith 


I might very righteouſly ſhake off the Duſt of my Feet 


Hall Doctrines on the Level, and ſpeak no more favour- 
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| „ 
at preſent be free from it? Will you ſay, there's a plain Re- 
e of the divine Ideas, or the divine Will, in the Bible, 
ſo that all important Truths may eafily and certainly be 
known ? This I readily confeſs, if, by important Truths, 
you mean only ſuch as are neceſſary to be known, by him, 


who can read the Scriptures, in order to Salvation ; (for, - 


in a proper Senſe, every Truth which I can diſcover to 

divine, „ the very ſame Moment to be important.) 
All needful Truths a ſincere and humble Inquirer into 
his Maſter's Will, may expect an Underſtanding of, though 
his Faith be not ſettled in ** particular Scheme, as to 
the Doctrine of the Trinity: I mean, any Scheme of Vu. 
man Invention; and all that I have yet ſeen (or expect to 


ſee} deſerve no higher Character. Ariſtorle and his Com- 


mentators, ſome whereof were Pagans, ſome Turks, ſome 
Jeaus, ſome Papiſts, &c. have aſſiſted the Zealots of diffe- 
rent Perſuaſions in their Searches after Diſcuffions and De- 
terminations of the moſt myſterious Points of Faith, and 
obliged them, by Turns, to ge and receive ſolemn Ana- 
thema's from one another. You ſeem, indeed &, to pro- 
feſs your diſlike of any 2 Subtlettes, or any parti- 
cular Zheories about the Trinity: But let me tel you, 


Sir, tis impoſſible to enter the Field with any proſpect of 
Succeſs without ſuch Furniture. Your Mouth will imme 


diately be ſtopt, if you can have Recourſe to nothing but 
plain Scripture, and are allow'd no Help from the Defini- 


tions, Diſtinctions, Criticiſms, c. of the Learned; and 
0, indeed, will every Body's befides, who has to do with 


any Adverlary, that believes the Bible to be both a /uf#- 


cient and the only Rule of Faith and Manners. I confider 


not now the various Readings, nor that diſputed Text, 
x Fohn v. 7. concerning which learned Men of the ſame, 
as well as different Denominations, have diſagreed. Let 
Chriſtians once be brought to this, even to let one another 


read this common Rule for themſelves, and underſtand it 


in the beſt Manner they are able; and Polemical Theology 
will ſoon be at an End. But here's the perpetual Source 
of religious Conteſts : You ſay, you believe the Bible; this 
has been the Language of Hereticks in all Ages: But 
pray, what Senſe do you put on ſuch or ſuch a Text? Do 
vou expound it according to my Mind, or not? Or are you 
fo ignorant, ſo obſtinate, or impudent, as to call in Que- 
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- | 
ſtion my Scholarſpip, my Penetration, Diligence, or Sin. 
cerity? In Words ro this Effect do Bigots daily addreſs 
be their Antagoniſts; and 'tis with no little Concern I ob- 
ſerve Hripture Language T and too many, in a 


8, Proteſtant Nation, impoſed upon by the Pop u ar CAN 

> of Soundneſs in the Faith, and the A Truths of 

4 X © zhe Goſpel; when no more or leſs is underſtood hereby 
than a certain Attachment to the Notions, or rather ſome- 

2 ; times the Whimſies and delirious Imaginations of conceit- 

wo ed Worms, who are of Yeſterday, and may be ſaid compa- 

8 MX ratively 20 know nothing. That you may not miſtake me, 


— 
0 


Sir, here; I deſign not what I now ſay, as a Stricture on 
ſiome one particular Set of Men; no, I am too ſenſible 
to human Nature will act like it ſelf amongſt all ſorts. I ſee 

nothing in any Principles of Religion, whether imbib'd in 
ne '* Childhood, or received afterwards, that conſider'd ab- 
fe- = ftraQly from an inward Senſe of Piety, and the Influences 


'4 
2 
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N 4 - 4 
e- ob the divine Spirit, will hinder vain, proud, ſelf-conceited | 
nd * Mortals from acting their Parts, But ſuch are certainly a | 
a- *X Scandal to Chriſtianity, and to the Proteſtant Name, and, | 
0- ®# whilft they honour their reſpective Particularities with | 
fuck A n Feet as only belong to the inſpired Oracles, | 
Y, do juſtly entitle themſelves to the Character of vain-glo- | 
4 rious Enthuſiaſts. | | ; | 
-- = But to return to your ſelf, Let me ſuppoſe an Arian ; 
ut ſtanding before you, and ſubmitting Rimlelt to your Exa- 
u. *® mination: You ask him, whether he believes Chriſt to be 
id BY God? He anſwers in the Affirmative. You again enquire, | 
th 3X what kind of God he ſuppoſes him to be? He replies, 
— ſuch a God as his Bible makes him. This you'll complain | 
= is colluſive Language; but he may tell you, tis the fitteſt 
t, for him, as a Protéſtant, to give, and the fitteſt for you ö 
Ty (who han't yet opealy renounced the Proteſtant Faith) 
et to receive. Well, however, you requeſt him to ſatisfy 
K vou, whether he believes the Son to be truly and properly 
1 God ? To this he faith, yes; conſiſtently enough with Þ:s 
ö oꝛen Notion of God, though not perhaps with yours. But 
0 you farther ask, Does he believe him to be one with the 
5 Father? To this he likewiſe replies in the Affirmative. 


Jou then preſs him with another Queſtion, How is he one 
50 With the Father? Is he of the ſame Eſſence with the Fa- 
ther? To this the Arian anſwers, by asking you in his 
| Tarn 2 Queſtion, vis. What you mean by Eſſence? or 

whether the ſacred Scriptures have anſwer'd what you ask, 
2 Wk | either 


bl 


) I 

either in the Afirmative or Negative? If they have not, 2 
he rightly enough thinks that he may be excu ed. If you Mi 
refuſe to inform him what you underſtand by the Term 
[EJence,] he has juſt Reaſon to complain that you expect 
his Aſſent to a certain Propoſition in your Senſe, wen 
ou won't let him know what your Senſe of it is; and ſo 
the Debate ends. But if you comply with his Defire, and 
explain your Notion of- the Term, you are unavoidably 9 
drawn into metaphyſical Points. | 8 

"Tis therefore exceſſively trifling to ſay, as you do?, © What- 1 

tt ever you would infinuate to the World, you can't but know, | 
ee that ſuch Speculations and Subtilties were never infifted | 
“on in theſe Parts: But, in plain Terms, the Queſtion Þ 
& hath always been, Whether Perſons believe in Chriſt i 
% and the Holy Spirit, as truly and * erly God, and 
% one God with the Father?“ Suppoſe this Queſtion be 
anſwer'd in the Affirmative, by one who believes the Holy 
Spirit, as well as Chriſt, to be a divine Perſon, or a God, 
in any Senſe, though, to diſcharge himſelf from Equivoca- 
tion, he may tell you that he means an Oneneſs in Agree- 
ment; that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are one God, 
as Peter, Fames, and John, are one Man. If this ſatiſ- 
fies you not, as, doubtleſs, it won't, the Terms Perſon, _. 
Nature, Eſſence, Subſtance, &c. neceſſarily come under 
Conſideration. As to the following Queries, Whether 
they pay divine Worſhip, &c. the Arian may give ſuch 
Anſwers, as will of Courſe put a Stop to the Conteſt, or 
certainly involve you in metaphyſical Wranglings. 

You ſay b, You are really aftoniſn'd that any Man of 
Senſe ſvould ſo much as ſeem to queſtion, whether Truth 
muſe not be on one ſide or other, when the Propoſition on 
The one ſide is, that Gif ts the true God; and, on the 
other, that he is not. It, by the true God, you mean the 
Son, excluſive of the Father and Holy Ghoſt, you'll find 
not only 4r:ans, but all others, doen ſuch an Aſſer- 
tion; or if you underſtand the Term Chriſt, as iucluſive. 
of the other two, you'll ſcarce find any admitting it; this 
Name being never uſed to expreſs the ſacred Three : But 
if you only mean that he is 77uly God, as you ſeem to ex- 
plain your ſelf ©, you'll find the Arians concurring with by 
You. But then when you come to explain your ſelves on both 1 
fides, and urge divers Texts, with their ſeveral Explica- 
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tions, with Corollaries and Deductions from them; each 


producing what he thinks requiſite for the eſtabliſhing of 


7h different Scheme, here ſometimes you may be in the 
right, and ſometimes the Arian may be ſo. The Deſcants 
d Remarks of one may be more juſt on his Text, the 
Hint of the other on hat Text, You may pinch the 
Arian this Minute, he may pinch you the next. Nay, I 
reckon it far from  apoltible, that you may frequently be 
both in the wrong; that neither you nor he may be per- 
fectly appriz'd of the Scope, Dependance, Connexion, &c. 
of many an obſcure Paſſage in ſacred Writ. 
For my part, I don't think any Perſon breathing can 
roperly deſerve the Epithet [Orthodox] to be given him 
in the full Import of the Word; as to- his Sentiments about 
the Trinity, or any Thing elſe. How dim and languid 
at beſt, are the Conceptions of the cleareſt Heads, and 
ſtrongeſt Brains, compar'd with that conſummate Know- 
ledge which the Almighty poſſeſſes? I can therefore, 
without any Breach of Charity, conclude Zyitheiſts, Sa- 
bellians, Arians, nominal and real Trinitariaus all mi- 
ſtaken, as finding ſomething or other in every Scheme- 
that embarraſſes it, and ſeems to hang as a Milſtone about 
its Neck. The beſt Advice then I can give my ſelf or 
others, is either wholly to keep to Scripture Language, 
ſuſpending our Thoughts about ſo myſterious Points, any 
farther than practical Godlineſs is neceſſarily concern'd in 
them, or elſe to admit of that which has, or ſeems to have 


the feweſt Difficulties, whilſt we expreſs the greateſt Cha- 


rity (which a regular and exemplary Converſation in them 
demands from us) towards our diſſenting Brethren. | 
But, Sir, if you reſolve to perſiſt in cenſuring all that 
can't {ee Things in the. ſame Light with your ſelf, and 
pronounce them unſound in the Faith, becauſe not falling 
into the ſame Train of Thoughts with you; if for this 
they muſt be abandon'd, deny'd Chriſtian Communion, 
and treated as Heathens and Publicans, you may perhaps 
tempt them to accoſt you with that ſneering Exclamation 


that ſeems to fit ſo heavy on your Stomach, LE ARNED 


(or rather IN TALLIBLE) Sour. A Tritheift, Sabellian, 
Arian, &c. may ask you, whether a Perſon having laid 
himſelf open to Conviction, and fincerely examin'd his 
Bible, comparing Texts with Texts, and Scheme with 
Scheme, and at laſt finding it neceſſary to leave the No- 
tions of the great Mr. P. C. muſt be blam'd for“ 3 
5 | | | „ him- 
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%* himſelf to be cheated or wheedled out of his Faith?“ 
Whether Soundneſs in the Faith of the Goſpel, and an en- 
tire Submiſſion to Mr. P. C's. Speculations are always 
convertible ? 1. e. Whether he 1s certainly ſound in the 
Faith, that believes as Mr. P. C. does? And ſuch a one 
as does not, cannot believe exactly what he does; for that 
reaſon does not, cannot be found in the Faith? Or, Whe- 
ther one who dares to banter and expoſe, and ridicule Mr. 
P. C's. aſſuming ſuch dogmatical Airs muſt therefore be 
cenſur'd for bantering, expoſing or ridiculing the Faith? 
Will you ſay, that every Conclufion flowing from Premi- 
ſes contain'd in the Scriptures muſt be received? They 
will own it, but won't allow you to find ſuch Premiſes, 
or draw ſuch Concluſions for hem (whatever you may 
do for your Jef? which they themſelves can't ſee. | 
You ſuppoſe it? much leſs excuſable than a Blunder, to 
t ſay, that is not a Matter of the laſt Concern, let the 
* Truth lie on uhich fide it will.” But as bad, Sir, as you 
take this Saying of mine to be; if by the Truth you mean 
an exact Conformity to the divine Idea, or (in more fami- 
Iiar Words) a thinking exactly as the great God thinks, I 
muſt tell you, that making Truth a Matter of the laſt Con- 
cern, is robbing your ſelf, and all other fallible Beings, 
of any comfortable Proſpect with reference to another 
World. Dare you venture your everlaſting Concerns on 
ſuch a Bottom as your ſuppoſed Orthodoxy in the Doctrine 
of the Trinity? Are you 1o raſh and fool-hardy, as to 
lace your Hopes of eternal Bleſſedneſs on your logical 
| Head ; the accuracy and juſtneſs of your Reaſonings, and 
the certain Agreement of your Notions of Things with the 
Things themſelves ? To be ſincere, indeed, in our Searches 
after the Truth, and our Reception of it when we think 
= have found it, is of the }aſ? Concern, and ſo far we are 
E. „ | 
You ask, © What can be of the laſt Concern to Chri- 
te ſtians, if not to be ſatisfied,” Whether the Object of 
< their Faith, Love, Hope and Truſt, be God or not?“ 
The Arians will own it is. They'll alſo acknowledge, 
tis their laſt Concern to believe that the God whom we 
„ Chriſtians own and worſhip, is ſuch a Being as the 
« Scriptures repreſent him.“ But, Sir, may not the Ari- 
ans ſtile the God we believe in a fictitious Deity, a God 


* 
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Cy 
of our own Fancy and Formation, with as great Civility, ag 
1 uſe rowards them? That the Son is God as well as the 
Father, according to their Notion of the Term, the Ari. 
ans likewiſe believe; and that it is of the laſt Concern 
not to deny him any of thoſe glorious Perfections which 
they find aſcribed to him. Nor did I ever hear of one 
amongſt them who did not believe him to be the true 
Meſſiah, though they don't think themſelves under a Ne- 
ceſſity to intloiftns the true God, 1 John v. 20. or the 
reat God, Tit. ii. 14. of this Meſſiah. Nor does it fol- 
ow, if they ſhould be miſtaken in their Deſcants on theſe 


Texts, that they therefora reject that glorious Perſon 


that ſhould come ; that they receive him not as Chriſt, 
nor his Religion as the true Religion. © 

You ask, . Whether it be not a Matter of the laſt Cons 
& cery, that we love our Saviour with all our Heart, 
« Mind, Soul and Strength?” This you likewiſe take 
Notice of in your firſt Letter to Mr. N. a. and both there 
and here charge Idolatry on ſuch as thus profeſs to love 
him, who yet think him not altogether equal with the 
Father. But, Sir, what are, and muſt be the proper Mo- 
tives and Inducements to Love? As the glorious Excellen- 
cies reſident in any Being render him an Object of Adms- 
ration; ſo theſe exerted and imploy d for the Good of 
others render him an Object of Love. Infinite Power, 
Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice, Ec. ſeparate from Goodneſs, 
will make the great Zehovah terrible inſtead of amiable z 
nay, Divine Goodneſs it ſelf will pot appear lovely to me, 


as far as I deſpair of any Share or Intereſt in it. To joue 


one who I am perſuaded hates me with an irreconcilable 
Hatred, and will conſequently diſcover his Power in mak- 
ing me unſpeakably and everlaſtingly miſerable, is ſurely 
impoſſible : Nay, the greater he is the more dreadful 
Ideas muſt I have of him. But if a Mediator appears to 
pacify this incenſed Being, who is every way qualified for 


the Work he undertakes, and has 3 accompliſh'd 
a 


It ; who has ſnatch'd me from the Hands of provoked Ju- 
ſtice, render'd the offended God propitious to me, an 

by his amazing Paſſion purchaſed for me unconceivable 
Felicity inſtead of that endleſs Woe and Miſery, which 
had otherwiſe been my certain Lot: Can I forbear to love 
ſuch a one with all my Heart, Sc? The Dignity of his 
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Perſon, the Greatneſs of his Condeſcenſion, the Intenſe? 


neſs of his Pains, Oc. are Topicks, indeed, which I ſhould 
think upon to raiſe my Love, and make it, if poſſible, 


more fervent towards him every Day; but tis the /ucce/5- 
ful Performance of his Mediation that neceſſarily intitles 


him to my ſupreme Affections; and the more rational Aſ- 


ſurance I have of an Intereſt in his Crucifixion and Inter- 
ceſſion, the more ſhall I love him. The Father who ſent 
the Son muſt be loved alſo in the moſt perfect Manner we 
are capable of, whoſe- everlaſting Love engaged him to 
find out ſo glortous a Method for the Salvation of Apo- 


ftates : So that we are not to conceive of Father and Son 
as two Rivals, but as both Jaying the moſt juſt Claim to 


the ſuperlative Eſteem of the Children of Men. Fallen 
Angels cannot love either Father or Son. Not all the di- 


ſtinguiſhing Perfections of the Godhead can render it de- 


ſireable unto Devils. None but ſuch as can reflect on 
theſe Perfections, as ſome way or other exerciſed for their 
Benefit or Comfort, can love her, or him who poſſeſſes 


them. Now Arians, whilſt they conceive as great Hopes 


as Zrinitarians, of their Intereſt in the Merits of Chriſt; 
who are willing to believe he has done as much for them, 
as for their - Brethren who differ in ſome Things from 


them, think they ought to love him as much as any others 


do. If from their Conformity to the great Redeemer's Laws, 
and keeping his Commandments, they can prove their 
Right unto the Tree of Life, and their future Admiſſion 


through the Gates into the celeſtial City prepared for 


them, they juſtly imagine, that they nay, that they muſt 


expreſs as great a Degree of Love to him that has procur'd 


the ſame Crown of Glory for themſelves (however un- 
worthy of it) as for their Neighbours. wy 
Bat, ſay you, may we venture thus to love our Savi- 

« our it h] at and groſs Idolatny? This Charge 
(which, you ſuggeſt, bath, and will lie as a dead Weight 
upon their darling Notion, who fall not into your Scheme) 
ou ſeem exceeding fond of; *tis what takes up no ſmall 
art of your firſt Letter, and frequently recurs in your ſe- 
cond, though apparently inconſiſtent with thoſe Profeſſions 
of Charity that you ſometimes make. You ſay a, you 
« ever inclin'd to what is moſt charitable as to Men's eter- 
ce nal State.” That * tis not your Province, nor hath 
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vou think are groſly miſtaken ; that“ © you ſtill reſerve 
| <4. ro the great Judge of the World his ſovereign Preroga- 
* ive, of making what Allowances he, in bis infinite Wiſ- 
dom, thinks fit, at the laſt Day, to thſe who believe 
& contrary to what his Word directs.“ Of what Uſe or 


charge them with Idolatry, and ſeem ſo angry at every 
ſoft or charitable Word that may be dropt in their Favour ? 
When you likewiſe repreſent it to be (as indeed it is) a "yy 
heinous Sin: You fay ® „tis condemn'd with the uitmo 


4 thoſe execrable Works of the Devil that Chriſt came to de- 
5 & ſtroy. © If Chriſt be not God in the ſtricteſt Senſe, 
© all religious Worſhip ought not only to be 7erminared 


condemn all you call or think Arias, as you ſay, Mr: N. 
roundly excuſes them. To that Queſtion then of yours *, 
« Hath it been ever a Method with us to curſe and damn 
e them?“ I muſt anſwer, Yes; it has been your o, 
Method in both your Letters: I don't mean, that you 
"wif them curs'd and damn'd, but you pronounce them all 
to a Man to be in a curs'd and damnable State: You 
know as well as I, that Idolaters ſpall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. That all ſuch fhall 


and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death ; that rhey 
are without the Gate that leads into the City, Rev. xxi. 8. 
Chap. xxii. 15. I acknowledge your Curſes and damna- 
tory Sentences againſt them, wil never expoſe them to 
divine Vengeance, or ſeclude them from future Happineſs, 


if nothing elie hinders, any more than the Church of 


But I would ſoberly demand of you, whether it be agree- 
able to the Principles and Spirit of Chriſtianity, to treat 
our Fellow-Servants in ſuch a Manner, who, for any 
hing you do, or can know to the contrary, may be as 
much in their Maſter's Favour as your felt, and ſhine at 
Jaſt as gloriouſly in their Father's Kingdom? I will ſup- 
Foie a ſerious, watchſul, circumſpe&t Chriſtian, to be- 
teve the Subordination of the Son [in his higheſt Capa- 


4 a Page 11. 0 P. 40. of your firſt Letter. \ © Þo 4 5» 9 Po» 24. of 
your Letter to me. 59 K | . Fo 
D city] 


* jt ever been your Practice to condemn thoſe, who yet 


Force can theſe dry Salvo's be, when you ſo peremptorily 


= 6 Severity throughout the Hible, and repreſented as one of 


« in, but confin'd to the Father.” So that you as roundly 


Bade their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 


Rome's "curſing Hereticks wwith Bell, Book and Candle. 
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city} to the Father, and that he believes thus from what 
he finds in his Bible. When our Saviour aſſerteth, My 
Father is greater than I, John xiv. 28. My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater than all, ohn x. 29. The Son can 
% nothing of himſelf, John v. 19. But of that Day and 
Hour knowerh no Man, no, not the Angels which are in 
Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father, Mark xiii. 32. 
When he meets with the Father's [ending the Son; commit 
ting all Fudgment to him, John v.22. Giving him all Power, 
&c. Such a one may be prevail'd with, not only to doubt 
of, bur to deny the Son's Equality with the Father, not- 
withſtanding that Text, Phil. ii. 6. which he thinks capa- 
ble of another Senſe than what you give it. 'The Queſtion 
is not, whether he is miſtaken, or otherwiſe , but whe+ 
ther —_ with a fincere and unprejudic'd Mind exa- 

oly Scriptures, yet forced to differ from Mr. 
P. C. Mr. P. C. has, notwithſtanding, Authority to declare 
him an Idolater. I will likewiſe ſuppoſe: ſuch a one at 
laſt on his Death-bed, aſſerting what is call'd the Arian 
Faith, and what he had long adher'd to as the Faith deli- 


ver'd to the Saints, yet expreſſing his pow Affection to a 


bleſſed eſus, and from a comfortable Reflection on that 
good Hope he has through Grace, breaking forth into an 
xtaſy of Joy, triumphing in his living Redeemer, and 
clofing his Eyes and Lips with a ſolemn Declaration, that 
he loves his Saviour with all his Heart, Mind, Soul and 
Strength. In your great Charity towards him, you look 
upon him as expiring in the very Act of flat and groſs 
Jatry, and conſequently have no greater Hopes of him, 


or (which comes to the ſame) muſt as greatly deſpair of 
His eternal NS, as of a Drunkard who dies in the 


; of a Smearer, who breaths out his 


midſt of his 


laſt with outragious Oaths and Curſes ; of an Adulterer, 
whoſe Soul is requir'd by his Judge whilſt in the criminal 
Embraces of a filthy Strumpet; of a Sodomite, Jonny 50 
cut off in the Perpetration of his unnatural Luſts. Pleaſe 

to inform me in your next, whether this doth not appear a 
little ſhocking to your ſelf? I muſt tell you, tis of the Jaft 


Concern, Not to judge, that you be not judged, Matt. vii. f. 


To receive him that is weak in the Faith, but not to doubt- 5 
ful Diſputations, Rom. xiv. 1. Not to judge your Bro- 
her, or to oo at nought your ' Brother, ver. 8. Nor 

a N 


(whilſt you blame another for giving a HMHaſphemous, bloody, 


murdering Perſecutor, his proper Character) to —_— 
| 9 5 uc 
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ſuch to everlaſting Flames, who may labour as much as 
your ſelf to walk in all the Laws and Ordinances of the 

reat God blameleſs ; who ſhine in the ſeveral Graces of 
the Chriſtian Life, and are Patterns of good Works to all 
about them. - ; 4 
You ſay a, © For the ſake of the plain honeſt Chriſtian, 
« you ſhall ſet down in two different Columns, one in the 
* unerring Language of the Holy Ghoſt, concerning Chriſt, 
« and the other in the very Expreſſions of thoſe in the 
«© Maſt, what a Sort of God the Arians think they make 
* him, and the Scriptures do really make him.” By theſe 
two different Schemes, you ſay, © the plaineſt Chriſtian 
will eafily perceive, that the Arian makes Chriſt to be 
42 God rar Ae oa different from what the Scriptures do ;” 
and when this is done, you tell me, you will leave me 
* and the World to judge, whether the Difference be- 
« tween the Trinitarian and Arian be not ſo great and 
« fundamental, as to alter the whole Scheme of the Chri- 
« ſtian Religion.” Having done what you deſign'd, you 
ſay again“, The plaineſt Chriſtian may eaſily perceive, 
* that the Difference between Scripture and Arianiſm is 
« really irreconcileable, and can never ſtand together.“ 
Again ©, The plaineſt Chriſtian may very cafily ſee, by 
“ what I have brought from Scripture, and a great deal 
more that might be brought to the ſame purpoſe, that 
* the Scriptures ſpeak of our bleſſed Saviour in a ve- 
« ry different manner from what the Ar:ians do.” Once 
more d, "The plain Chriſtian, that looks no farther 
than his Bible, may ſee, that ſuch Expreſſions (vis. in 
* the right Hand Cn) are as directly contrary thereto 
* as Darkneſs is to Light. | 
Poſſibly, Sir, you may mean by the plain Chriſtian 
(ſo often inention'd) ſome particular Chriſtian of your Ac- 
- 097 to whom, by way of Zzinency, you give that 
pithet ; or you may underſtand it of many plain Chri- 
ſtians. But it ſuch an indefinite Term be equivalent to 
an univerſal (as we commonly take it) I can't reconcile 
what you ſay to ſtrict Truth. For many plain honeſd 
Chriſtians have thought, and ſtill think, that the Arians 
make Chriſt ſuch a God as. the Scriptures really make 
him ; they believe, that whether the Difference betwixt 
the one and the other be greater or ſmaller, that rhoſd 


8 Page To, * 2, 21. 4 P · 22. d ibid. 


2 2 call d 


(20) 


call d Arians are in the right, and thoſe call'd Trinita- 
rians, are in the wrong. They have perus'd all the Texts 
in the left-hand Column, and yet by comparing theſe with 
ſome other Texts which you han't thought fit to mention, 


they approve of moſt, or all the Expreflions in the oppo-. 


fite Columns. They have not been able to ſce what ap- 

ears to you and others ſo very obvious. You ſeem too 
Lino acquainted with the World to write in ſo poſitive a 
Way, as if you were- pronouncing ex Cathedrd. Would 
you ſomerimes intermix ſuch Clauſes as theſe ; /o far as J 
can ſe, by «what I have learn'd ; in my poor Fudgment 3 
ewith Submiſſion to wiſer Heads; or, being 3 open to 
better Infurmation, & c. more Modeſty would be diſco- 
verd. 5 | | 

You ſay a, „ There are no Clouds, Darkneſs, or Con- 
<< fuſion, in theſe (viz. the Arian) Expreſſions, yet ſoon 


after blame theſe Gentlemen for their metaphyſical ©? 


Wranglings; © this, you ſay, hath been their ſtronge 

47 River and by 855 Method they have bw er 4 
puzzle and perplex a very plain Cauſe, in which he 
* plain Chriſtian was entirely ſatisfied.” But this Method 
they diſclaim, and profeſs they deſire no ſtronger Refuge 
than the ſacred Scriptures, and complain that thoſe Scho- 
laſtick Terms are obtruded upon them, whoſe Meaning 
they can't underſtand, which their Adverſaries either re- 
fuſe to explain, or explain in ſo intricate and confus'd a 
we as to make the Cauſe more perplexed than it was 

efore. 

You ſpeak of * “ Miſchief that hath ſprung from their 
«© diſturbing the Churches by their unſcriptural and' moſt 
** reproachful Notions of CHriſt and the Holy Ghoſt.” 
The Romanifts, you know, make as loud Out- cries againſt 
the Hercticks, who diſturb the Peace of the Catholick 
_ Church, as you do; nay, you can't be ignorant, how 
great Complaints there have been of Non-Conformiſts, 
who by their groundleſs and unreaſonable Schiſin have 
Jong been repreſented as Diſturbers of rhe beſt conſtituted 
Church in the World, You tell me, how fond I am of 
theſe Gentlemen ; I own, I am not pleas'd to hear learn- 
ed and pious Men, my meer dae as Diſſenters 
From the national 1 and ſuch as expoſed 
themſelves to the Loſs of even that wegner Encourage» 
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© 47} 
ment they found amongſt us, ſtigmatiſed as Blaſphemers, 
— &c. though 5 ſubmit to the ſame Rule of 
Faith, and make as conſtant Appeals to their Bibles as we 
do. 925 | 3 

You gravely tell me *, © Such Terms of Reproach, as 
& accurſed Villains and Monſters of Mankind, I can't find 
* (that you know) in any of my Brethrens Writings, that 
* they know what belongs fo Humanity and good Manners, 
* and have, upon all Occafions, ſhewn themſelves as 
great Enemies to all ſanguinary Proceedings, and much 
« preater Strangers to al} opprobious Language, than their 
* very charitable Oppoſers have.” 5 

You know, Sir, I can find in your Writings Blaſphemy, 
groſs,and flat Idolatry, (which I thought Terms of Re- 
proach when I firſt read them, and am of the ſame Opi- 
nion ſtill) charged on Men, ee in no wiſe inferior 
to your ſelf. Such as the 
than ©& the Underminers of Chriſtianity and Subverters 
* of the Faith of the Goſpel ;” and fay e, that their 
* Opinions concerning Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt are moſt 
„ groſs and monſtrous.” How frightful an Idea muſt a 
Stranger have of an Arian from your Repreſentation ? 
Can you eaſily conceive .of a more vile and abandon'd 
Wretch, than one who makes a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
nay, who is himſelf a profeſſed Preacher of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and yet blaſphemes that very Chriſt, whoſe Mi- 
niſter he pretends to be? undermines that Chriſtianity 
which he is under peculiar Obligations to propagate ? ſub- 
verts and overthrows that Faith of the Goſpel, which he 
is engaged, to his utmoſt, to ſupport and eſtabliſh ? I 


ſtill therefore ſay, that if civil Powers have Authority to 


puniſh Hereticks, ſuch a Villain deſerves far ſeverer Pe- 
nalties to be inflicted on him, than on Multitudes of others, 
whoſe Injuries to their Neighbours expoſe them by our 
Statute Laws to the Gallows. I can't think any Service 
will redound to Chriftignity by ſuggeſting ſuch very ill 
Things as you have done againſt your Fellow Chriſtians, 
by dreſſing them up in Lions vr Bear-skins, and ſetting 
them forth as Objefts of Indignation. You lament * in 
yore firſt Letter, that about z<vo 7h0nſand of as pious and 
earned Men as, perhaps, the Church ever had, quitted 
their Livings, becauſe they could nor ſubmit to unſeriptu- 


A Pege 24. d Ibid. © Ibid, 4 p. 11. of your firſt Letter. 
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( 22) 
ral Terms. But give me Leave to ask you, What if they 
had been 79 rhouſand Arians, ought they to have re- 
mained quiet Poſſeſſors of their Poſts? If you ſay, No; 
They ought to ſuffer an immediate Expulſion, and that 
Gentlemen muſt have more regard to their own Souls, the 


Souls of their Families, the Souls of their Tenants and 5 


Neighbours, than to permit ſuch Deceivers, Blaſphemers, 
Idolaters, Deniers of the Lord that bought them, c. to 
drop their exvenom'd Spittle, and poiſon whole Towns and 
Pariſhes ; and that though many of their ignorant Hearers, 
whom, by their deluding Tongues, ley had beguiled into 
a Fondneſs for their Perſons, and perhaps their Notions 
too, cleaved to them: This was no Argument with thoſe, 
who knew better, to let ſuch alone, wio were likely to 
do Miſchief every Day, and impoſe upon the Unlearped 
and Unſtable to their utter Deſtruction; and that were it 
in your Power, you would not only diſcourage Arianiſin 
by praying, preaching, and writing againſt it, but by ſi- 
lencing the Promoters of it, and driving them away from 
thoſe among whom they vented their Blaſphemies, whom 
they drew afide to Idolatry, £97. if their infatuated Fol- 
Jowers would not leave them of 7heir own accord them- 
ſelves. May not then theſe Things be ſaid (muratis mu- 
zandis) of the Enemies to Dioceſun Epiſtopacy? Muſt 
Gentlemen ſubmit themſelves, and thoſe with whom and 
for whom they were concern'd, to the Direction of thoſe 
whoſe Miniſtrations they thought null and void, whom 
they look'd upon as having no more Authority to preach, 
baptize, diſpenſe the Lord's Supper, Oc. than their Foot. 
boys or Sculiions had? But if you ſay, or think, that Ma- 
ary (as ſuch) have nathing to do to interpoſe their 
ower for encouraging or diſcouraging ſuch religious Opi- 
nions, as are ſuppoſed no way to affect their own Gran- 
deur and Security on their Thrones, (if crowned Heads) 
or their Uſefulneſs in any other Form of Government, or 
the Peace and Tranquility of Subjects: Such an Aſſertion 
as this will at once caſhier all ee Lithes, and, in 
a very great Meaſure, cut off thoſe Complaints which 
have been made, with Reference to the Ejectment of thoſe 
from their reſpecti ve Pariſhes, by thoſe who (on the fore. 
mentioned Hypotheſis) had no Right to thruſt them on 
any ſuch Parithes, or oblige their Pariſhioners to pay them 


10 Biſhops, Liturgy, Cc. as afterwards appear'd, as well 
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in the ſeveral Pariſhes committed to the Charge of thoſe 
that paſs d under the Denomination of Presbyterians. 

I am ſenſible your ſtrong Inclination to expoſe the men- 
tion of Controverſies as circumſtantial, made you bring in 
that Paragraph a of your firſt Letter by Head and Shoul- 


nds. 

You ſay d, © I am pleaſed to ask you, what you have 
« written in Vindication of the eternal Deity of the Son 
« and Holy Ghoſt?” Ido fo, (as I juſtly might) think- 


ing twas your Buſineſs to vindicate theſe Doctrines ; not 


that the Sermon preached and printed by Mr. N. made 
it ſo, but your own Aſſertion, which I'll once more 
tranſcribe ©: „ It is the Vindication of the eternal 
« Deiry of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, that is the chief 


Occaſion of this Letter.” And pray, Sir, tell me, how 


the Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt hath been vindicated 
from the Slurs and Oppoſition of Mr. Nation. You have, 
indeed, labour 'd to prove Socinians and Arians inconſiſtent 
with themſclves, as not acting agreeably to their own 
Schemes, becauſe they worſhip One who is not God in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe; but (though they both deny the 
Charge) on the Suppoſition that Noltsogenius and his 
Brethren, with all others who believe the Son's Inſerio- 
rity to the Father, act a defen/ele/3 Part, and that their 
Principles and Practices joſtle one againſt the other; Are 


you willing Chriſtianity it ſelf ſhould ſtand on ſuch a pre- 


carious Bottom, or rather ſuch a miſtaken and falſe Foun- 
dation ? Is there an exact Harmony between the Zzbles 
and the Lives of the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith? 
Should a Deiſt ſlur the Chriſtian Faith, would you think 
it a ſufficient Vindication of your Principles, as a Chriſtian, 
to prove an Inconſiſtency in ſome Part of His Conduct with 
deiſtical Notions? A Deiſt ſurely may act a conſiſtent 
Part, and a profeſſed Chriſtian as inconſi ſtent an one. If a 
Perſon ſhould (according to your Way of repreſenting 


Things) ſlur and oppoſe Infant Baptiſin, by ſome favour- 


able Infinuations on the fide of the Antipedobapriſts, 
whom be might imagine to have been, in ſome Inſtances, 
groundleſsly vilified and reproached, and you ſhould here- 
upon write a Book, informing your Readers, in the Begin- 


Page IT, 12, 13, p. 24 © p. 4. of your firſt Letter. 
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ning of it, that the Vindication of Infant Baptiſin was the 
chief Occaſion hereof, might it not juſtly be expected that 
ou ſhould ſtate the Controverfy, produce your Arguments, 
anſwer the Objections of your Adverſaries, Sc. But if, 
inſtead of all this, you only quarreFd with their Friend 
for thinking and fpeaking too well of ſuch erroneous Per- 
fons, and undertook (notwithſtanding his Supgeſtions to 
the contrary) to prove them guilty of an abſurd and contra- 
dictory Management: Don't you think the Defign of /uch 
a Piece would be bravely anſwer'd ? | ; 
If the Charge of Inconſiſtency Jes, as a dead Weight 7, 
upon the Arians darling Notion, the ſame Charge hes with 
equal Weight on Chriſtianity in general: For who, alas! 
can fay, his Head, Heart, ard Life, are uniform with his 
Bible ? Nay, do not the far greater Number of ſuch as call 
themſelves Chriſtians act in zuoſt direct and diametrical 
9 to the Doctrines and Precepts of their holy Re- 
igion? | | | 
"What I have mentioned, (in my Letter to you) was 
never yet bafled, that I could ever yet ſee, nor do I 
think will, before the New Teſtament it ſelf be bafled 
too, vis. © That we muſt worſhip the Father through 
« the Son, by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit.” Nor have I 
ever met with any Proteſtant Divine, before your ſelf, 
who cavil'd at ſuch an Aſſertion. If you ſay, hs Term 
[Father] muſt always be conceived by Chriſtian Worſhip- 
pers, as incluſive of the Son and Holy Ghoſt (as you ſeem 
to do) I fear you'll involve not only the profeſſed Arians, 
but the greater Part of Chriſtians X every Denomination 1n 
the Guilt of Idolatry ; for, however certain it may appear 
to you that the Scriptures never exc/ude Son and Holy 
Ghoſt from being Objects of Worſhip, it can't be ſo cer- 
, tain that Chriſtians include them in their Addreſſes to God, 
through the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt. Whenever there- 
fore, in their Supplications or Thankſgivings, they do not 
addreſs the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, (as the One 
moſt high God) through the Son by the Holy Ghoſt, they 
are chargeable with this heinous Sin, according to your 
Hypot heſis 3 ; | 
Arians will not ſcruple to beſeech the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as one to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth 
& committed, as well as St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9, 10. 
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he and Dr. Clark himſelf (as you obſerve) owns it, becauſe 
it affected not his Scheme; who likewiſe acknowledges 


lat 
ts, the Words in Acts i. 24. to be moſt properly meant of 
if, Chriſt. Nor could I ſee Reaſon why any of my Friends 
ad the Arians (as you call them) ſhould quibble about the 
7: fore-mention'd Texts, when they allow St. Stephen to ad- 
ro KM dreſs directly the Lord Zeſus, for the receiving his Spirit. 
a- EE That Place in 2 Cor. xiii. 14. and that in 2 The. ii. 16, 17. 
5 appear ditficult on every Scheme, except the Sabellian, 
it the Father, as the Fountain of Deity, ſaoul4 be ſet in 


the /7r/t Place. | 
I fay, Chriſt muſt be worſhipped as Mediator, though I 


have no where intimated that he ought to be worſhip'd on 
no other Account, Angels, as you obſerve, muſt worſhip 
him; and though he be not ſuch a Mediator for Angels as 
for Men, yet he has been repreſented, by Divines, as the 
Head of Confirmation to ſuch ; nay, for any thing you or 
I know to the contrary, Angels may be commanded: to 
worſhip him, as Mediator betwixt God and Men, though 
they need not his Mediation for themſelves. I maſt con- 
feſs, in the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
where Angels are called upon to worſhip Chriſt, he ap- 
pears, to me, to be confider'd only as Mediator. He is 
Aid, Feb. i. 2. to be appointed Heir of all Things, ver. 4. 
ts be made ſo much better than the Angels, as he hath by 
Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than they, 
ver. 3. Having by himſelf purged our Sins, he ſat down 
on the right Hand of the Majeſty on high. As Mediator, 
God hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name, 
©o/ich is above every Name: That at the Name of Feſus 
every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, &c. Phil. 
ii. 9, 10. As Mediator, he is on the right Hand of God, 
Angels, and Authorities, and Powers, being made ſubject 
to him, 1 Pet. iii. 22. | | 
- You ſay *, whatever I think, you are © under no Ne- 
« ceflity of diſtinguiſhing between Worſhip and Worſhip; 
„ the Worſhip paid to the great God, through a Mediator, 
„ and the Worit:ip paid to 2 who is Mediator, for the 
« Worſhip is the fame.” But do you believe, in earneſt, 
that as we muſt worſhip God the Father through Chriſt, 
ſo we muſt worſhip Chriſt through God the Father? It 
we muſt not, the Worſhip is not the ſame, | 
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1 am concern'd to find you (in ſerving the Cauſe of Bi- 
gotry) unwarily plunging all thoſe who worſhip Chrift 
as Mediator into, and leaving them in the fame damnable 
and deplorable State with the idolatrous Arians, That 
all ſuch who addreſs the Son as the Lamb that had been 
ſlain, believe on him, come to him, truſt in him, adore 
and praiſe him under that Confideration, are alſo reckon'd 
by you among ſuch. as. hall not inherit the Kingdom. of 
God. Are not the Devotions of pious Souls animated oy 
their. Contemplations of a crucified Saviour? What an caſy 
(nay, almoſt neceſſary) Tranſition is there from ferious 
and intenſe Reflections on the Paſſion, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion and Intercciſion of a bleſſed Ze/us, to the <vor-. 
ſnipping.of him on theſe Accounts? Won't you allow it to 
be exceeding difficult, if not impoſſible, to keep the Mind 
in a perpetual Abſtraction from our Lord's Wegen. and 
fix it entirely on his Divinity, as often as any Ejaculations 


are offer d up to him? But were this poſſible and eaſy, 
Chriſtians would be robb'd of thoſe many ſweet and de- 


lightful Meditations on the human Nature of Chriſt, where- 


with they now entertain themſelves, leaſt they ſhould be 


drawn into a Snare, and muſt: accordingly be warned te; 
abſtain from all Incentives to, and all Appearance of Evil; 

as not to worſhip a Crucifix, ſo neither the Man Chriſt 
Feſus himſelf extended on the Croſs, We muſt admoniſh 
our People, in the Language of St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. ). 

Neither be ye Idolaters, as were ſome of them. If * we 
<«< ought to pay Chriſt, as to his human Nature, the higheſt 
% Reſpect that is due ta any created Being, (as you ſay}: 


we may ſoon, by doing ſo, tranſgreſs the Bounds, and, un- 


awares, pay him ſuch Reſpect, as will expoſe us to the 
Charge of Idolatry: The Difference between religious 
Forſhpip, and a diſtinguiſhing Reſpect, not being ſo ob- 
vious to all. I would therefore recommend to your Peruſal 
a late accurate Performance, vis. © A ſober and charita- 
<<: ble Diſquifition concerning the Importance of the Do- 
0 Etrine of the Trinity, particularly with regard to Wor- 
„ ſhip,” Sc. where you'll find whatever occurs in your 
Letter to me about the Importance of this Doctrine, as to 
Worſhip, diſtinctly conſider dſ᷑³ĩx;v | | 
You-ask. mea, Whether Creed-makers,; Perſecutors, 
and T7poſers, have given the leaſt Advantage to the Deiſis ?. 


Page 28. 8 "0-7 
2 4 1 


4 


(27) 1 
L again ask, Whether you never heard of Deifts in Tray 
and whether the Infidels in that Nation are the .Drezs of 


- Arians? If you go no farther than Saut h-Byitain, how 


few Derſts will you find — thoſe who diſſent from 
Eccleſiaſtical Tmpoſitions? unleſs you reckon fome Quakers 


£ 


to be ſuch, who, I believe, will not, upon Inquiry, be 


found to have been Arians firſt. Nay, who have written 
of late moſt ſtrenuouſly againſt Scepticks and Free-thinkers, 
both among Non-Conformiſts, and the Divines of the Na- 


tional Eſtabliſhment ? Are they not chiefly ſuch as have 


been either ſuſpected to be Arians themſelves, or, at 
leaſt, their hearty Friends? Though Axians, Scepticks, 
and Free-thinkers, are, by you, artfully enough joined to- 


gether ; is it not from rhe Bowels of a Trinitarian Church, 


that theſe Enemies of our holy Religion come, or rather 
in the Bowels of ſuch a Church, that they ſtill remain? 
Not that I intend this as any Reflection on the Trinity, 


and could gladly have forborn taking any Notice thereof, 
had not your abſurd and falſe Infinuations to the contrary, 


In a manner, compel'd me to it. Men of diſſolute Lives 
can as eaſily part with one Scheme as another, and as rea- 
dily embrace any one that they fancy will let them alone 
in the Proſecution of their Luſts. ww 

I can't hinder the Completnents which, you hint, have 


4 


been paid the Deiſts a, but don't think they were meant 


a, ſuch by any who receive the Scriptures of the Old and 


New Teftament, whatever peculiar Sentitnents they 
may have, which 'tis none of my preſent Buſineſs either 
to juſtify or condemn ; though the Deiſt, however he 
may ſneer, has no Reaſon to charge thoſe with Prieſteraft, 
who, by departing from received Opinions, expoſe = 7 
ſelves to Cenſures and Inconveniencies of divers Kinds. If 
vaſt Numbers of lazy Drones and Epicures will chime in 
with the Impoſers of a Set of Articles, Ceremonies, Oc. 


to fill their Prx/vs, or, at leaſt, their Belles, without 


N N Examination, (to prevent ſome 7wwirches of Con- 
cence, perhaps, on ſuch an Examination) here the Deiſt 
has ſome Room for the fore-mentioned Charge: But to 
tax a Man with P7ieftcrift, who finds himſelf obliged to 
give up a Notion as not found in, or founded upon his Si 
ble, which he once thought had been in it, mult prove the 
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: (28) 
Deiſt to be exceeding filly, as well as rude, and as diſtant 
from common Senſe, as from common Civility. 
[ ſee no Reaſon to fear the Increaſe of Infidelity by falli- 
ble Creatures leaving the Opinions of their Foretathers, 
nor their own quondam ones, it "eg think there's Cauſe 
for it, whilſt they ſtill ſubmit to the holy Scriptures, as the 
only Rule of their Faith and Practice. Whatever ceaſes 
in a Perſon's preſent View of Things to be the Faith, or 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel] muſt be given up, and into 
whoſe Hands ſoever it may fall, his ox Hands muſt be 
diſcharged of it. | RE 
Creed makers, and thoſe who hereticate and damn 
e their Fellow. Creatures, have, by their ſtiff and unyield- 
ing Methods,” (whatever you may ſuggeſt to the con- 
: trary ) done apparent Diflervice to Chriſtianity in general, 
as well as the Tera ſuppoſed Tenets thereof which they 
have aim'd to propagate. They are Froſelytes I ſhould 
- bard]y think worth looking after, who mult either be flat- 
ter d or frown'd, brib'd or cudgel'd. into their Qrib0doxy ; 


nor is it ſo certain, as you ſay, that Zeiſts never took - 


Creed makers to be their Friends, and Promoters of their 


Cape, | ; 

ou cite * a Sentence of mine, which you think 
more favourable to the Cauſe of Peiſm, than can be pro- 
s duced out of all the Writings of the Trinitarians, v3. 
% That if any of them can plead their Sincerity in a Judg- 
e ment-Day, this Plea, through the Merits of Chriſt, ſhall 
ebe accepted.” Here you inſult me for my Jooſe Divi- 
75 1 mentioning the Alcoran and Leviathan. 
Jou ask me, vþere the Bible ſpeaks thus looſely ? Sir, I 
don't fay it ſpeaks any where Jooſely; but it ſpcaks in 
Words to the ſame Effect with mine, in Acts x. 34, 35. 
Then Peter opened his Mouth, and ſaid, Q a Truth, I 
perceive that God is na reſpecter of Perſons ; But in 
EVERY NATION he that feareth him, and worketh Righ. 
reouſneſs, is accepted with him, Tis what I can't cally 
account for, that ſo peremptory and faſtidious a Writer as 
your ſelf, ſhould, at the fame Time, be fo unſufferably 
careleſs: And, when you ſpeak ſcornfully of another's 
reading, ſhould ſo egregiouſly bewray your own Ignorance, 
or ſomething worſe, | hers ore ask you, Whether Tillot- 
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join'd with thoſe which you thin | 
nity, vis. That God will make no Diſtinction hereafter 
e between the beſt and worſt of the Heathen World, but 
„will doom all promiſcuouſly, together with the non- 
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fon, Burnet, Wilkins, Scot, Barrow, and, indeed, the 

enerality of the Writers in the Church of England fince 
the Reſtoration, were Trimtarians or not? who have ex- 
preſs'd themſelves (at leaſt ſeveral of them) very copiouſly 
on this Head, and taken not a little Pains, as Advocates 
for thoſe Parts of the World where the Goſpel is not 

reach d; I mean, for all the ſincere ones in thoſe Parts. 
Are not the Dutch Remonſtrants Trinitarians ? who yet 
ſpeak the ſame Language: Nay, ſome Calviniſts have ex- 


preſs'd their favourable Thoughts of fincere Heathens too, 
and more (if I am not miſtaken) in this laſt Age than 


heretofore : Nay, what can you mean your ſelf when you 


repreſent it as a groſs Error, 2 3 W 200 
eſtructive of Chriſtia- 


ic adult Children of Chriſtians, to the ſame eternal Inſen- 
« ſibility?” You therefore ſuppoſe a Diſtinction to be 
made between the beſt and worſt of the Heathen World ; 
that ſome are better than others, and that conſequently it 
ſhall fare better with ſome than with others, For my 


Part, I han't deliver'd my ſelf with that Freedom concern- 


ing the Sincerity of Heathen Idolaters, as you ſeem to 
do; nor have I {aid anything in Favour of the Mabometans, 


Papiſts, Deiſts, and Antinomians, as to their Sincerizy, 


leaving them all to their great Judge. The whole Senſe 
of this dreadful Poſition, for which I am arraign'd as a 
Aahometan and an Hobbiſt, amounts to no more than thus 
much, that very ſincere Soul, through the Merits of 
Chriſt, ſhall be accepted; a Truth, which, as long as 1 


remain a Proteſtant, I purpoſe to preach ; not knowing 


on what to reſt the Sole of my Foot, nor on what my 
Hearers will reſt theirs, but SiNctriTY, through the 
Merits of Chriſt. I am utterly at a Loſs to conceive what, 
beſides this, can give one, who profefles himſelf fallible, 


any Peace or Satisfaction, as to his eternal State, living 


* 


5 


and dying; whether Arian or Trinitarian, Caluiniſt or 
Arminian, he has not (that I can ſee) any Thing elſe to 
betake himſelf unto. os, 


I can't eaſily perſuade my ſelf, that Faith in Chrift is 


es of thoſe, who have ever been, and ſtill are, un- 
der an invincible Impoſſibility of obtaining it, any more 
than it is of Infants ; nor can I make it conſiſtent with infi- 
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5 (30) 
nite Wiſdem and Juſtice (not to ſay infinite Goodneſs) to 
have it otherwiſe. eee 5 
A Deiſt is under no juſt Temptation from hence to 


think, . That Chriſtianity is a uſeleſs Inſtiturion ©,” any 


more than he is to think, that the various Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence, which accommodate and embelliſh human Life, 
are u le; Things, becaufe ſuch Multitudes of the poorer 
Sort can't reach them; though I own the Sinile not to be 
ſignificant enough; for what is the Body to the nobler 
Soul ? Even in this Life Chriſtianity affords Comforts to a 
fncere Practitioner of it, vaſtly ſuperior to what Deiſm, 
Paganiſm, the Mabometan Religion; nay, the Jewiſh 
can furniſh their reſpective Votaries with. If the Chriſti- 
an finds in his Bible complete Atonement made to divine 
Juſtice for every Sin repented of, a plenary Remiſſion of 
Sin conſequential hereon, Freedom of Acceſs to his hea- 
venly Father procur'd by a Mediator; Promiſes of the 
conſtant and neceſſary Influences of the Holy Spirit, for 
the Performance of all Chriſtian Duties, and Exerciſe of 


all Chriſtian Graces; Support from that bleſſed Comforter 


under the moſt preſſing Afflictions; the Guardianſhip and 
Miniſtration of Angels, the glorious Reſurrection of his 
Body to Life eren Sc. he won't ſurely think it 


| worth his while to change his Religion for Dein. Sin- 


cere Chriſtians will ſee no Reaſon to envy /incere Deilts, 
Sc. (if there ſhould be pay ſuch, for this I aver not) to 
envy ſuch, I fay, their Happineſs either here or here- 


You fay*, that . you are very ſorry the World ſhould 
« be tempted to believe, that all Errors of the Under- 


u ſtanding, though never ſo repugnant to the greateſt 


“% Truths of the Goſpe], are innocent, or at leaſt very par- 
« donable Miſtakes.” What do you mean by Errors of 
the Underſtanding ? Such as 'deſcend by Tradition from 
Father to Son, to Grandſon, to great Grandſon, E977. as 
Eſtates do that have been in ſome Families ſeveral Hun- 
dred Tears; or ſuch as Ambition, Luxury, Covetouſneſs, 
a dread of Perſecution, Oc. prevail with a Man to admit 
into his Underſtanding : Principles 5 — an Original, 
whether they happen to be Errors or Truths, to agree or 
not to agree with the Goſpel, are of the ſame Account with 


God. If Lazinefs or Pride, or Profancnefs, ſhould direct 
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the Tongue in a Declaration, or the Hand in a Subſerip- 
tion, it fignifics not a ruſh, whether the Decrees of the 
Synod of Dort, or the Council of 7; rent ; whether the 
Common-Prayer-Book, or the Maſs-Book ; nay, whether 
the Bible. or the Alcoran come firſt in the way. By the 
greateſt Truths of the Goſpel, do you mean ſuch as appear 
70. your ſelf to be the greateſt Truths; when others (per- 
haps of equal. Capacity and Sincerity with your ſelf) can't 
find them contain'd. in the Goſpel at all? And ſo are laid 
under an abſolute Neceſſity of rejecting them, or at leaſt. 
of ſuſpending their Aſſent unto them, till you, or ſome- 
body elſe, can offer ſomething more than they have yet 
met with for their Conviction. Ay, but you'll ſay, you 
mean ſuch as are REALLY, and in Pane {mph the greateſt 
Truths. But then let me tell you, Sir, this is the Language 
of a divinely inſpir'd Perſon. Could you once be re- 
mov'd from this conſtant. Aſylum, this perpetual Refuge 
| of Iufallibility (wherein you are ſo ſtrongly intrench'd} 
| *twere caſy to anſwer a thouſand ſuch Letters as this under 
my Hand ; but on the; Hyporheſis whereon you proceed, 
throughout, I muſt own. my ſelt (a poor fallible Creature) 
| vaſtly overmatch'd. But you muſt produce better Creden- 
tials than you have yet done, to aſſure me, that in ſome 
ſpeculative Points, amongſt a variety of Judgments, you have 
received Authority to pronounce. who are ſound in the Faith 
of the Goſpel, and who are unſound, who are Orthodox, 
and who: are Hereticks; and to declare, that ſuch who 
« agree in the neceſſary Duties of Piety and Charity d, 
* may not yet hold one Article of the Faith of the Go- 
2 ſpel; becauſe not believing as you would have 
them. 

To your vapouring Exclamation , © Is not this ine Di- 
« vinity !.” may I retort, is not this fine Protęſtantiſin! 
Can the. Pope himſelf (who, I dare ſay, won't part with 
his triple Crown to Mr. P. C.) talk in a more imperious, 
arrogant Stile, againft ſuppoſed Hereticks and their Alet- 
tors, than you have here . You ſeem to tar, leaſt 
« Charity, Mee ue, and Moderation, thoſe Graces of 
the Spirit now pretended to, ſhould undermine divine 
« Truths; and Doctrines.“ I am aſham'd to think, thar 
the. Enemies cf Chriſtianity ſhould make greater Pretences 
to theſe excellent Graces, than many of its profeſſed 
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Friends. I am ſure, our holy Religion teaches the beſt 
Senſe, the beſt Manners, the moſt ' extenſive and uncon- 
fin'd Charity; yet, alas! a ſenſleſs and irregular Zeal for 

articular Modes and Forms of Worſhip, or ſome peculiar 
© inions, has converted the far greater part of the Chri- 
ſtianiz d World into CLowns and BRUrTrES. General Ex- 

eſſions of Civility, and external Forms of Complaiſance, 
may indeed continue, when there is a. ſufficient Stock of 
Diſſimulation to ſupport them; but at how great a Diſtance 
are theſe plac'd from that brotherly Love, and tender Af- 
fection to Chriſtians as Chriſtians, ſo powerfully recom- 
mended by the Example and Precepts of our Lord and Sa- 
viour ? So that I have been ready to conclude, even in 
this polite Age, that it is hardly poſſibl: for him, who is 
very much of a Bigot, to be in a Scriptural or Chriſtian 
Senſe very much of a Gentleman. I wilh therefore you 
had tranſcrib'd a little more from that ingenious Author 


(as you deſervedly ſtile him) in his Diſcourſe of Charity, 


inſtead of a Fragment, or Ne of a Sentence; but the 
Citation of the whole Period would not have ſerv'd your 
purpoſe. I'll therefore take a little more out of him for your 


and my Readers peruſal. He ſays a, „We may obſerve 
0c 


the Excellency of our holy Religion, in its contriving to 
« render Men /o good to one another. Chriſtianity would 
« have no Temper or Turn of Mind indulged, that ſhall 
« make us in the leaſt hurtful or unfriendly. It would 
« have us be very tender of every Man's Reputation, ra- 
« ther covering Faults than expoſing and aggravating 
% them. All that Goodneſs and Humanity now pre- 
e tended to, by the Oppoſers of reveal'd Religion, would 
« appear ( as it really 0 very imperfect, and a meer 
« Shadow ; if Chriſtian Charity, which is the Subſtance, 
* could be revived in its primitive Extent and Luſtre. 
« As therefore Benevolence and good Nature are ſet up to 
« be the main Promoters of Deiſin at preſent, let us en- 
& deavour to exceed in this Way, and our Religion will 
« triumph again{ all their other Attacks. © By Love the 
« 77uth will be beſt explain'd, and the Knowledge of it 
e molt eaſily and effectually ſpread ; and then Faith will 
« exalt the Minds of Men to a World of perfect Love and 
„ Goodneſs, inſtead of ſetting them at variance amongſt 


„ themſelves.” In Se. IV. of the forementioned Diſ- 
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courſe, , where the Author treats of Mercy or Charity, 


with reſpe& to Differences in Religion, many lively Ex- 


preſſions occur ſuiting my preſent Defign, not unworthy 
K Readers ſerious Thoughts. He ſeem'd, I muſt con- 

s, fond of keeping to the very Words of Revelation, 
without, obliging Perſons to a Submiſſion to the uncertain 
Gloſſes that others may put upon them. This, indeed, is 
what the Ariaus contend for, who are willing to part with 
all their Metaphyſicks, when once they can get their Bre- 
thren to lay aſide 7heirs. And J muſt think with them, 
that Doctrines for which we are entirely indebted to Re- 
u are beſt expreſs'd in the Words of Revelation 
only. 2 | 

[ am not accountable for that brain-fick Expreſſion of 
Socinus a, yet would I have Men, who ſeriouſly read their 
Bibles © allow'd and encoutag'd to believe what they 
* ar ; nor would I have thoſe who reje&t the Bible 
anſwer d by corporal Pains and Penalties ; Goals and Fines 
being wretched Arguments for the Confutation of Infidels. 
And I would intreat you, Sir, a Proteſtant Diſſenter, not 
to. provoke to Jealouſy our Civil Governors, who may 
ſometime or other, as Lovers oF THE Farra (or which 
will be underſtood as one, Lovers or THE Cnvurcn) 
make uſe of ſeverer Methods, than we have yet felt in 
this Age, to bring en and Schiſmaticks to a Soundneſs 
in the Truths of the Goſpel. The true Sons of the Church 
well know (whatever an amphibious, ambidexter, illegi 
timate Brood ſay to the contrary) that tis this cur/2d To- 
eration of tender and ſcrupulous Conſciences (whoſe Sin- 
cerity in their. Errors won't excuſe them) that has done 
all the . Miſchicf. Hinc ile lachryme! Hence have 
come the Groans of mournful Sion, the ſorrowful and 
heart-piercing- Complaints of a bleeding, ſinking Church; 
and unleſs there be a general Amputation of rotten and 
gangren Members, muſt not all Proſpects of reſtoring 
perfect Health to the Body be cut of? They who reckon 
themſelves the proper (if not the ſole) Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God among us, are for diſtouraging ſuch La- 
zirudes, and accordingly place theſe, who don't believe 
the Bible as they would have them (but nouriſh Schiſms 
and Hereſies in the Chutch) on the ſame foot with thoſe 
who don't believe it at all. Whilſt, then I am pleading 
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the Cauſe of ſuch as you call Hereticks, I ſpeak on my own 
bebalf,, who know not what damnable Errors (relating 
both to the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church) may 
in time be laid to my Charge. You muſt be ſenfible as 
well as I, that an Act of Parliament can make us all, whe- 
ther Ariays or Trinitarians, unſound, and diſtreſs us for 
want of more perfect Orthodoxy. : OD bak 
I think with Mr. N. . That a Miniſter's Buſineſs is very 
« much reftrain'd to practical Religion,” though I know 
you inſiſted on the Schemes of fallible and miſtaken Men, 
as Things oft. equal Neceſſity and Importance*, and 
e ſtrangely thought, you had abundantly prov'd it“, from 
<« a great Number of Texts of Scripture ;' which you had 
no need to have tir'd your {elf with enumerating, inaſ- 
much as they had all 7; them a Reference to practical 
Chriſtianity, as oppoſed to Zudaiſin or Genrihiſm. I there- 
fore paſs'd them all over, not thinking them worthy of the 
leaſt regard as they ſtood in your Foot, or able to ſerve 
the Purpoſe for which you brought them. To ſay, © that 
* a Doctrine is {lighted or ſlurred,“ becauſe a Man's eter- 
nal State is not ſuppos'd or allowed to be neceffarily con- 
_cern'd in it, is mere Calumny. | : 72850 
St. Paul in his Epiſtles to the Churches of Galatia, 
Epheſus, Philippi, &c. warn'd them againſt ſuch Errors 
as certainly drew them off from believing practically (which 
alone 1s Pans believing) that Zeſus was the Chriſt, the 
Son of God, and God over all. It by leaving the Chrifts- 
an, and returning to the ei or Gentile _— or 
by mingling the former with the latter, they © ſubverted 
* the Chriſtian Religion, and fell from the Grace of the 
« Goſpel,” 'twas. impoſſible they ſhould adhere (as they 
ought) to the former Doctrines. | | 
Lou ſeem very willing ©, to condemn me out of my own 
Mouth, You ſay, I take it for granted, that an Arian 
may keep the Laws of Chriſt.” i own, I do ſo; and yet 
believe that ſuch a one may ſwerve not a little from the 
Faith of Chriſt. But then, Sir, I likewiſe believe that 
this is the Caſe of every Mortal, as well as the Aria ; 
that there's not at preſent one to be found under the Hea- 
vens that ſwerves not a little fram the Faith of Chrift, or 
(which is ſynonymous) from the Chriſtian Revelation ; 
not only from the Practice of Chriſtian Duties, but from 
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the right Meaning of a Multitude of Texts in the New 
Teſtament, as well as the Old. 1 Cor. x11. 9. We know 
in part, and we Te in part. St. Paul reckons him- 
, whoſe Knowledge was yet imperfect; 
and I take it for granted, that even that #»/pir'd Apoſtle is 
far more Og THopox now he is in Heaven, than while he 
was on Earth. | | 
Having triumph'd over my ſuppos'd Inconſiſtency, you 
ask mea, whether ©, Mr. Hobbs was ſound in the Faith,“ 
becauſe he-appear'd to be a ſober Perſon. As to his © de- 
6, nying the very Being of a God,” you and I are much of 


2 Mind. And do you think ſuch a one could keep the 


Laws of Chriſt, or have a Converſation becoming the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, who did not believe there was any ſuch Per- 
on as the Meſias ? Can Mr. Collins's Conduct be juſtificd 


on any Principles, either of natural or revealed Religion, 


who publickly ſubmitted to the moſt ſolemn Inſtitutions of 
one, whom he thought a nororigus Impoſtor, and frequent- 
ly offer'd up Prayers and Praiſes to the great God, in the 
Name of the pretended Saviour of the Chriſtians ? Such 


| horrid Preyarication with a moſt holy, juſt, jealous, and 


powerful Being, might tempt one to think, his Thoughts 
of a Deity; roſe no higher than thoſe: of his Predeceſſor 


Hobbs. As to wn ha the Jeſuit, and Thomas d Kempts, 


with many other ſober Men of the Church, of Rome, I can 
allow that they keep the Laws of Chriſt, as far as they re- 
ceive them from Chriſt ; but if there is a Submiſſion to 
them as coming from the Pope, or the Church, 10 far the 
fole Head of the Church is rejected, though 1c Ordinan- 


ces of Men might fall out to be the ſame wich the Ordi- 


nances of Chriſt. For Inſtance, ſhould I ſubmit to thoſe 
Laws which are ratified by King George the Second, in 


Conjunction with his Parliament, yet not receive them un- 


der that Conſideration, but as they come to my Hands un- 
der the Hand and Seal of the Chevalier de St. George; it 
could not, I think, in Propriety of Speech be ſaid, that I 
kept the Laws of King George the Second. After all, I 
can't ſay how much, or how little Regard the deyout Gen- 
tlemen in the Roxifp Church have paid to Chriſt as their 
Head. Charity obligeth me to think as favourably of all 
Perſons as poſſible. Tis well known, many of them have 
groan'd under the Abominations of a Church, which yet 
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636) | 
they have not cared to abandon. Perhaps that ZEcclefiaſts- 
cal Scare-Crow goon (which has trighten'd ſo many 
that call themſelves PRoTESHTANTSs) may have made too 

reat Impreſſions on them. If Socrates and Epitterus 

who, you ſay, had no Faith at all) had had a Converſation 
becoming the Goſpel of Chrift, I muſt have ſuppos'd them 
ſound in the Faith of ſuch a Goſpel. Nay, Autinomians 
themſelves, who (as you ſay, and I believe) © are many 
« of them Perſons of great Probity and Virtue,” as far as 
they are ſo, muſt be deem'd ſound in the Faith; though 
they don't, or can't expreſs themſelves ſo accurately (at 
leaſt in our Opinion) as others do, we muſt ſuppoſe their 
Hearts are ſound. I ſay the ſame of ** ſome of thoſe that 


* T reckon up, and thoſe many others that are reckon'd up 


" by Treneus, Epiphanius, Auſtin, '&c.” who might be 
condemn'd for Herericks by ſaucy, pragmatical, imperious 
Worms, who prov'd rhemſelves guilty of Schiſin and He- 
reſy, in an unrighteous Rejection of their Brethren. I 
here only intend Perſons of religious Converſation, who 
did not voluntarily withdraw, but were driven from the 
Communion of Chriſtian Societies. | 

Why, Sir, muſt “ the Goſpel be as nothing to Man- 
kind,“ and the Faith of the Goſpel, by which we are ju- 
ſtified, be a Name and nothing elſe ; if ſober Men of all 
Sects, who ſubmit to the Laws of the Goſpel, are eſteem- 
ed, ſo far as they do ſo, ſound in the Faith ? I muſt com- 
plain of your groſs Perverſion of my Words in the go 
cal Periods of p 34. Rhetorical Flouriſhes of this fort 


may make undue Impreſſions on ſome Readers, wherefore 


they deſerve to be animadverted on. My Words are a, 
% They who keep the Laus of Chriſt do ſurely keep the 
* Faith of Chriſt. . A Goſpel Converſation neceſſarily de- 
„ monſtrates a Goſpel Faith.” For the Proof hereof I cite 
two valid Witneſſes, our bleſſed Saviour and St. James. 
I ſay, that Faith and Practice are neceſſarily united in 
every true Chriſtian.” Can it poſſibly be inferr d from 
theſe Aſſertions, that Believers and Unbelievers are 
<« ſound in the Faith; that there is no difference between 


Truth and Error; that both Parts of a Contradiction are 


true; and that Senſe and Non-ſenſe are the ſame 
« Thing?“ I challenge you to produce any Syllable 


of mine, that encourages You to taſten ſuch an Ablurdity - 
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upon me, vis. that © Mahometans at Conſtantinople, and 


* Heathens in Ching or Fapan,” are ſound in the Chriſtian 
Faith, oy they never heard a Tittle of the Chriſtian Re- 

hey may, indeed, produce their Sobriety as 
an Evidence of their Regard to Natural Religion; but 


that they ſhould produce it as an Evidence of their ſound- 


neſs in the Chriſtian Religion, with which they are altoge- 


ther unacquainted, is perfectly unintelligible. If they lead 
good Lives they muſt be ſuppos'd to have a good Faith, as 


tar as it goes; that is to ſay, ſome good Notions of a ſupe- 
rior Being, Sc. *Tis therefore ridiculous to ſay they 


have no Faith at all, for then their Lives can have no 


Goodneſs at all. The pretty Similes (as you call them) 
which I bring, have the common Fate with many other 
Things in my Letter, i. e. not to have one Word ſaid by 
you in their Confutation; for which Reaſon, they ſtand 


in no need of any Words of mine for their Confirma- 


tion. | 


My other Conclufion appears equally true, notwith- 


ou urge againſt it, That they who lead 
% vitious and profligate Lives muſt be Antinomians in 
« Principle, or have unſound Principles.” Ubi male vi- 
witur non bene creditur, is with me an undoubted Maxim. 
A ſound Faith in # future State of Rewards and Puniſh+ 
ments; a ſound Conviction of the inſeparable Connexion 
betwixt a ſinful Life here, and a miſerable one hereafter, 
will of courſe lead to a circumſpect Behaviour; and when- 
ſoever the Sinner gives a Looſe to his ſenſual Inclinations, 
in oppoſition to the Commands and Threats of his Bible, 


ſtanding w 


as far as he does ſo, I'll pronounce him an Txjidel. If he 
breaks the divine Laws without any Check or Remorſe at 


all, he appears at that Funfure a direct Atheiſt ; but if 
there ſhould be ſome Struggles of Conſcience, during the 
Purſuit of his outragious Luſts, and ſome Remonſtrances 
in his Breaſt againſt them; as far as theſe prove unſucceſ- 
ful, and are maſter'd by predominant Corruptions, ſo far 
the Sinner's Faith in the Doctrines of the Goſpel, being 
2veak and ineffectual, is UnsounD. Tis only a Faith that 
overcomes the World, as to its Profits, Pleaſures and Ho- 


nours, which I can call a ſound Goſpel Faith. The Ter- 


rors, which at any Time return upon wicked Perſons, prove 


that the Principles, which lay dormant during their Perpe- 
tration of ſome enormous Fact, are awaken'd ; that they 


have recover'd or recolle ed thoſe Idea's, which ſome 
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wild and brutal Deſires had, for a Seaſon, obliterated. 
Every daring and defenſeleſs Step that a Man takes in De- 
fiance of his Bible, proves him, at that Time, to disbe- 
lieve it. A Man may act againſt his Profeſſion, and fo 
condemn 8 in the Thing that he alloweth, may give 
his Tongue the Lye, may act in Oppoſition to his pretend- 
ed Faith, but not his RE AL Faith, ſo far as it is R E AL. 
I own, indeed, the Neceſſity of divine Aſſiſtance, in order 
to the keeping a ſound Conviction of the great Truths of 
the Goſpel on the Minds of Men, which they, who ſe- 
riouſly and unfeignedly ſeek it, may comfortably depend 
upon. But, however odd the Aſſertion looks to you, 
te that every vicious Perſon muſt be heterodox and un- 
« ſound,” I ſhall ſtill receive it as an unqueſtionable 
Axiom, founded on Reaſon and Scripture, that de non en- 
tibus & non apparentibus eadem eſt Ratio. 
Tuoou ſeem diſpleaſed, that 7 —_ the flagrant Impie- 
ties of the preſent Day on the exploded Errors of the 
Antinomians. You might have eafily perceived that I 
took the Word [ Antinomian] in the molt extenſi ve Senſe, 
according to the proper Notation of the Term; becauſe I 
fay , that Antinomian Errors, more or leſs, prevail 
% among ſomèe of every Sect.“ I had not ſurely my Eye 
upon actual Fuſtijication from Eternity, God's ſeeing no 
Sin in his People, Chriſtians not Proving for Pardon, &c. 
Many, who yer, I believe, were good Men, fell heretofore 
into ſuch (in my Opinion) extravagant Ways of thinking 
(or, at leaſt, expreſſing their Thoughts) perhaps from a 
Deteſtation of Popery and Arminianiſm ; but having, in 
the main, a Goſpel Converſation, I confider them, for that 
Reaſon, in rhe main, Poſſeſſors of a Goſpel Faith. 
Thoſe Antinomian Errors, which you ſpeak of as exploded, 
have not been much inſiſted on in this laſt Age; but, I 
believe, you'll not refuſe to acknowledge, that our Land 
abounds with ſuch Antinomians, as you mention * ; 
„ who (you ſay) in a Senſe, even condemn all the Laws 
* of God.” They who do ſo, may cafily call al} Reli- 
ligion Cheat and Prieſtcraft; or think ©, they ſpall fall 
into à State of eule, or that God Has beft them eu- 
tirely to their Liberty to aft and believe as they 22 ; 
#.e. that they ſhall not be accountable to him for their 
Faith or Manners. Theſe Jooſe Principles I call Anti no- 
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mias ones; the Term [ Antinomian}] being the molt fig- 
nificant and comprehenfive I could meet with. | ' 
Sir, I have no where ſaid, that a ſober Man may be a 
Na Fee Chriſtian. Sometimes, the natural, Conſtitution en- 
orces a greater Regularity of Manners than conſiſts with 
ſinful Propenſions, and ſometimes, the ſuperior Deference 


paid to the Gods of Silver and Gold calls for a compara- 


tive Neglect of the inferior God the Belly; nor is it un- 
common, even in theſe Days of Riot and Debauchery, for 
the. Niggard to get the Aſcendant over the Drunkard. 
But, ſetting aſide theſe Conſiderations, common Senſe will 


direct a Man to a ſober Life. Epicurus himſelf, who 


placed the ſummum bonum, or chief Happineſs in the En- 
joyment of ſenſual Pleaſures, is yet reported to have been 
a temperate and abſtemious Philoſopher, purſuant to his 
don Maxim, which was, Not /o to enjoy 4 wy ac Plea- 
ſure, as thereby to deſtroy the Epjoyments of the 
lowing. A profeſs d Atheiſt may therefore lead a Jn 
but not a Goſpel or Chriſtian Converſation, becauſe this 
latter muſt be founded on Goſpel or Chriftian Principles. 
I may yet be miftaken in my Neighbour, of whom I am 
obliged to judge as charitably as I can, and think that to 


be a Goſpel Converſation, which is not; but then my 


Miſtake ariſes from my Ignorance of that Faith, or thoſe 


Principles, which influence ſuch a Converſation, which L 


take to be Chriſtian or Goſpel ones, when they are not ſo. 


Jou ftill ſuggeſt , that Ariani/ſm hath brought on 


« 2 viſible and moſt melancholy Decay of practical Chri- 
« ſtianity; but unleſs you can ſhew ſuch a Connexion 
between the Principles of the Arians, and a difloluteneſs 
of Manners, as is obvious to every Obſerver between An- 


tinomian Principles and ungodly Practices, your loudeſt 


Cenſures of Mr. N. or my ſelt, are like to be diſregarded 
by us. | | 

I diſlike, as much as your ſelf, “a vain and proud Con- 
e ceit of our own Abilities to act well, though God 
„ ſhould leave us to ourſelves b.“ But you know, Sit, 
Arians are as little chargeable herewith as Trinitarians; 
both fides differing in their Notions, with reſpect to the 
Yin uarticular p ; 
what Purpoſe it ſerves to force Things of this Nature into 
the preſent Controverſy. EE 
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Tou complain a of a mighty Pother and Outcry that 1 


+ have made about your ſaying, that Mens Sincerity in 


Errors will not excuſe them. This Expreſſion (calm, as 
you think it) effectually deſtroys the Hopes of every fin- 
cere Chriſtian that believes himſelf liable to miſtake, and 
conſequently cuts the Sinews of all Chriſtian Induſtry ; 
it robs the holieſt Perſon breathing of all comfortable 
Proſpects of a better State, and neceſſarily ſurrounds him 
with melancholy and gloomineſs. Tis impoſſible, that 


one cheerful Ejaculation can come from his Breaſt towards 


Heaven, who is brought to believe that his Sincerity in 
Errors will not excuſe him, when nothing but his Since- 
rity, through the Blood of Chriſt, can ſolace him under 
all the Errors which he is obnoxious to. That znighiy 
Pot her, which you have made, in your learned and elabo- 


rate Attempt, to clear your ſelf of my Charge againſt you 


on this. Head, ſeems therefore to me very lame and in- 
ſufficient, unleſs a bare ſcornful Repetition of my Words, 


without the leaſt Remarks made upon them, muſt paſs for 


an Anſwer. | „ 

' Your giving a ſcandalous Perſecutor the honourable 
Name of Sainr Paul, ſo often as you have done, is (to 
ſay the beſt of it) a great Sleciſm, who, before his Con- 
verſion, was ſo far from being a Saint, that he deſerved 
all the Characters I gave him, and which you have /o 
carefully tranſcribed. To what I mention, as aggravating 
his Wickedneſs, in my firſt Letter, I now ſuperadd, that 
his Refidence was in Zeruſalem, where Chriſtianity ſhone 
in its brighteſt Luſtre, where it was not only faith- 
fully preached, but atteſted by a furprizing Succeſſion 
of Miracles. He had heard St. Stephen's excellent 


Apology at his Death, (of which he takes Notice, Acls 


xxii. 20.) and had, doubtleſs, heard any Apologies eve- 
ry Day made by the Saints, while under his inhuman 
Hands; for tis very unlikely that they ſhould have no- 


thing to ſay for themſelves, when dragg'd from the Syna- 


gogues. What an obdurate inflexible Wretch muſt he be, 
whom the Arguments of the Learned, the Tears and 


Groans of the Innocent, the piteous Lamentations of Wi- 


dows and Orphans could not move? Let it be farther ob- 
ſerved, that this bloody Service was not forced upon him, 
but what he rather forced himſelf into, Ads ix. 1, 2. 


2 Page 3 7, 0 
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£41. 
Saul yet breathing out T hreatnings and Slaughter againſt 
the Diſciples of the Lord, went unto the High Prieſt; 
and deſired of him Letters to Damaſcus 0 the Synagogues, 


that if he found any of this Way, whether they were Men 
or Women, he might bring them bound unto Jeruſalem. 


Mr. Henry therefore calls him, in his Notes on Acts xxv1. 
the Devil that Caf ſome of them into Priſon 5 yet you 
complain of my uſing © a laviſh and outragcous Rudeneſs 
* of Language, concerning One, of whom too bad 1 
could not ably be ſaid, while you allow, in your ſelf, ſo 
2 a Severity of Stile towards ſome of equal Rank for 
iety and Learning with your ſelf. You ſay, this is ſuch 
% an Iudecency in a Diving, as, you think, ſhould al- 
ways be forborn.“ Pay, ho 
ble Squeamiſhneſ3 ſeiz'd you? Is it not the proper Buſineſs 


of a Divine to repreſent Sin and Sinners in their true Co- 


lours ? See Prov. xxiv. 24. He that ſaith unto theWicked, 
zhou art righteous, him ſhall the People curſe ; Nations 
hall abhor him. Not now to cite the many ſevere Cha- 
rafters under which Sinners go in the Old Teſtament ; 
what do you think of thoſe Expreſſions, dropping from the 
Lips of the meek and lowly Jeſus himſelf, in the New ? 
Matt. xxiii. 13. Wo unto you, Scribes and Phariſees, Hy- 
pocrites! an Expreſſion ſeveral Times repeated in that 
Chapter, with moſt cutting Reproofs and Charges annex'd 
thereunto. Ver. 16. Wo unto you, ye blind Guides ! 
Ver. 17. Te Fools and Blind, &c. Ver. 26. Thou blind 
Phariſee! Ver. 33. Te Serpents, ye Generation of Vipers ! 
How can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? Was this Lan- 
guage outragiouſly rude ? If not, can I follow a better Pat- 
tern? What do you think of St. Peter's Addreſs to Simon 
Magus? Acts viii. 20, 21, 22, 23. What of St. Paul's 


to Elymas? Adds xiii. to. O full of all Subtiliy, and all 


Miſchief, thou CHILD OF THE DEVIL, thou 


Enemy of all Righteouſneſs! How do you like the Cha- 


rafters given by St. Peter, of ſome in his Days, in the 
ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. ii. throughout? or St. Zohbn's Com- 
plaint of Diorrephes? or St. Zude's Words, in his Epiſtle, 
Fer. 1c, II, 12, 13, 16, 18, 19? OS 


You ask me, I hat pernicious Tares you have ſoon * 


in ſaying that St. Paul was ſincere? St. Paul, Sir, [ 


ever thought ſincere, but think it of pernicious Conſe- 


* Page 38, | 
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w long has this unaccounta- 
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(42 ) 
quence to give bloody and unrighteous Sag] that hohontable 
and diftinguiſhing Title, than which nothing greater can 
be ſaid of any Saint on this fide Heaven. St. Paul, you 
obſerve, ſaith, That he verily thought with himſelf he 
ought to do many Things againſt 7945 off Nazareth. This, 
you know, I had taken Notice of my ſelf, and you admit 
of the Anſwer which I had given to an Ohe en which 
might be raiſed from theſe Words, againſt what I had ſaid, 
vis. That he might and ſhould have thought better a. 
His miſtaken Notions, though they had blinded his Con- 
ſcience, were therefore highly criminal : He was not, by 
your on Confeſſion, under #nvincible Ignorance: His 
violent Prejudices againſt theꝰ Chriſtian Revelation, enga- 
ged him to act counter to the Principles of natural Reli- 

10. He does not tell Agrippa what you put into his 
Houth, and would fain make him ſay *, vis. © That he 
<« could appeal to the ers, that, from his Youth, he had 
8 — with the greateſt Exattneſs.” He ſays, in- 
deed, ** that, after the moſt ſtrait Sect of their Religion, 
& he had lived a Phariſee:” And ſo he 7 75 pry + pov 
ly enough with a Life of abominable Wickedneſs. He 
might be very accurate, as a Phariſce, in obſerving the 
Traditions of the Elders, whilſt he neglected /ubſtantial 
Piety. You would perſuade your Readers, from e 
that the Phariſees were a very pious Set, whoſe Words, as 
they ſtand in your Letter to me, are perfect Nonſenſe ; 


but, however that be, a plain honeſt Chriſtian (who 


might never ſee the foremention'd Author) will find a 
different Account of the Phariſees in the New Teſtament, 
from the Lips of 7 74:4 and Wiſdom it ſelf. By the Righ- 
reouſneſs which is in the Law, tis manifeſt to me, that 
the Ceremonial Law is underſtood, in Phil. iii. 6. His 
telling the Council, Acts xxiii. 1. That he had lived in 
all good Conſcience before God, until that Day, muſt 
be limited to the Time after his Converſion ; for he was 
not examined about his Behaviour, whilſt a Ze2v. That 
Texc in 2 Tim. i. 3. is not fairly cited. He does not 
thank God, that, from his Forefathers, he had ſerved 
God with a pure Conſcience, but that he vow ſerves him. 
He ſerves God as faithfully, as conſcientiouſly, as his 
Forefathers had done. Can it eafily be imagined, that 
he, who calls himſelf, 1 Tim. i. 15. the chief of Sinners, 
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ould ſay he had ajways lived in all good Conſcience; 
12 7 always ſerved God with a ory Conſcience, Surely, 
we muſt make ſome Difference between the chief of An- 


ners, and the chief of Saints. Dr. Whitby,” Dr. Hammond, 


and others, who talk of Saul's Sincerity, (perhaps, from an 
unjuſtifiable Deference to St. Paul) have no more Weight 
with ue in this Caſe, than Dr. Clark, Mr. Zack/on, &c. 
ave with you in another. By a SINCERE, you, and 
ſome others, ſeem to underſtand a Sk ARE D Conſcience; 
and /uch a Conſcience a Drunkard, an Adulterer, an op- 
prefling Knave, may have with them in what they do, 
extolling, applauding them for a ſucceſsful Proſecution of 
per ball Fa, and puſhing them on to repeated Acts. 
But Saul, and theſe Wretches, are alike inexcuſable, 
though predominant Corruptions blinded their Reaſon, 
A fincere Man will Jay himſelf open to Conviction, and 
(as far as he acts ſincerely) examine every Step he takes, 
whether in Faith or Practice. Twould therefore have 
een as vain for wicked Saul to plead his Sincerity, 
when he had none to plead) if he had gone out of the 
World with ſuch a cryel Heart and Hands, as for the vileſt 
Swearers, Whoremongers, Liars, Sc. to plead theirs, 
when they have arrived to the greateſt Obduracy in fin- 
ning; for if he or they © might have Confer ae a better 
% inform d, bad they attended to the Evidence of Things, 
© 6 Yd ſhould have done,” your long Harangue is quite 
I'd. = 
Pap the ſame may be ſaid of all ſuch as © don't embrace 
the great Truths of the Chriſtian Religion,” I han't a 
Word to ſay in their Behalf. But, Sir, I believe a Perſon, 
upon rational Evidence, may have a Faith in many 
Things oppoſite: to mine; © though the "hy Jag are to 
ny /elf very full and clear in their Evidence.“ My 
Faith in the Trinity, change of the Sabbath, Infant og 
tiſin, eating of Blood, may not be the ſame with his, who 
yet, I can charitably think, a pears to himſelf to have as 
rational Evidence for his font Sentiments, as I have 
for my own. I leave it to the Man oF Sin, who has 
exalted himſelf. above all that is called God, to cenſure all 
* as a Pack of Kpyaves and Hypocrites, who differ from 


him.” I haye zo ſo learned Chriſt, as to fit in Judgment 
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(44) 
on my Brethren, who may have taken the ſame Pains, and 
been every Way equally qualified with my ſelf for finding 
out © the Truth, as it is in Feſus.” You ſay ®, As far 
« as I know my own Heart and Conduct, I have taken all 
« the Methods you adviſe me to ®, to know the Will of 
«© God.” I defire your ſelf, and your Readers, to weigh 
what comes next: Nor will I ſay but others in contrary 
« Sentiments may have done the ſame ;” that is to ſay, 
&« they may have made the (0 Application to the Father 
e of Lights,” with your ſelf, “ jozn'd with the like ſincere 
& Fndeavours.” May they ſo, Sir; why then ſhould you 
dread to ſay, that they may refreſh themſelves, equally 


„ with Mr. P. C. with the chearful Hopes of a State of 


e perfect Light hereafter ?” Why can you not give the 
ſame Encouragement to others that you take your ſelf, 


whilſt you think you embrace he Trurh, as it is in Feſus? 


Can you think them as ſerious Enquirers after the Truth, 
as it is in Feſus, as your ſelf? That they are as much led 
by the Spirit of God as your ſelf? Not to ſay as great 
Criticks in the Languages, as capable of underſtanding the | 
Strength of an Argument as your ſelf? If fo, © why muſt 
« you think them, who oppoſe the Truth, that, is, your 
« Notions, to be guilty of a great Sin in their ſo doing?“ 
May not Ar:ans, in their Turn, think you “ guilt of as 
« great Sin in oppoſing what they call the Truth?“ And 
may not Chriſtians on all fides, in ſo great, and, indeed, 
| in this imperfect 
State) perpetually rant and _ againſt one another 
for the fame Reaſon? And bring their conſtant Accuſations, 
againſt thoſe who can't think and fay as they do, for 
DENYING the Faith? or againſt thoſe who have the ſame 
Notions with themſelves, but care not to cenſure and vi- 
lify their diſſenting Brethren for BETRAVINe it? But what 
then? Would not Chriſtian Churches become Cockpits, or 
Fencing Stages? This, indeed, hath made Chriſtianity 
appear to Strangers and Enemies moſt unlike it ſelf, than 
which ( Aer" ſo called) nothing can be more calm, meek, 
and inoffenſive. This arbitrary impoſing Spirit (as Men 
grew weary of inceſſant Bickerings dent the Faith) came 
to ſettle, at laſt, in one Id ALLIELER MonsTtr. And this 
accurſed Pride, this unrighteous lording over God's Heri- 
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tage, is the — of Popery; this ſupports tlie 
Antichriſtian Throne. 5 


Vah Babylon! Babylon, proprio te robore ſervo. 


% 


While you imagine, the fame Honour done to Fal- 
« hood and Infidelity that is only due to Truth and Goſpel 
« Faith,” ſhould you think as well of a learned, judi- 
cious, godly Divine, as you do of your ſelf, though you 


and he can't ſee with the ſame Eyes; (to uſe your own 


Words to Mr. N.) I can't but tell you, that I pity you 


that you ſhould not think a little more ſoberly of your ſelf, 


and charitably of others. If you conclude, “ that all 


« Difference muſt be taken away between Truth and 
4 Error, and the Scriptures render'd of little Service to 
© Men's eternal Salvation,” if you don't pronounce ſuch 
guilty o a great Sin, as dare conteſt your Orthodoxy, 
whilſt I continue a Proteſtant, I muſt think otherwiſe. 


Papiſts and Deiſts are artfully hook'd in by you, as 


ſtanding on the ſame Foot with Arians ; and, Sir, if you 


can ſuppoſe the ſamè of the former as! you do of the lat- 


ter, namely, that hey may have taken all the Methods 


&* you have done to know the Will of God,” what ſhould - 


hinder hem from coming to the Knowledge of it, as well 
as you ? 


„ you, you have yet Charity to think, that though theſe 
e are under very groſs and dangerous Miſtakes, yet many 
© of them may be very fincere in their Errors: But think 
&« ſtill, however, that this Plea of Sincerity may be over- 
„ruled in the Day of Judgment, when any hold theſe 


% Errors which God hath threaten'd with Condemnation.” 
For my Part, I don't think it poſſible for a very ſincere 


Perſon to hold theſe Errors, £9c. but to ſay no more of 
that, your Reſentment of my charging you with Uncha- 
ritableneſs, has, at laſt, brought you, it ſeems, to make a 
formal and ſolemn Profeſſion of your CHRARIT, to this 


Effect: That you do think . many who differ from you 


may be very ſincere in their Errors, but, notwithſtand- 
sing their great Sincerity, may be damn'd everlaſtingly. 

You ſay, “ the Reaſon why the Zews lay expoſed to 
* Condemnation, was not for want of being fincere in their 


Page 39. of the Letter to him. p. 41, i 
« Errors, 


ou tell me, © As uncharitable as I would repreſent 
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te Errors, but becauſe they might and ſhould have thought 
ce better, and did not ſo carefully attend theſe Evidences, 
& that God hath thought ſufficient to over-rule and deter- 
« mine Perſons to righter and better Sentiments.” But 
will you, can you, call that Man ſincere, who may, and 


ſhould, think better? who does not carefully attend Evi- 


dences ſufficient for his Conviction? Muſt he be deem'd 
ſincere who ſpeaks or acts according to his preſent Senti- 
ments, whether he came ſincerely by theſe Sentiments or 
not? May not an Hypocritè act an hypocritical Part fo 
Jong, till it becomes babitual. or (as we ſay) natural to 
him? May not ſome filthy Luſt or other engage him, as to 
put on a Mask of Godlineſs at firſt, ſo to wear it ſo long 
that it becomes leſs painful and burdenſom to him than it 
was; and what he dia more awkwardly in the Beginning, 
he now purſues with greater Dexterity, though the ſame 
corrupt Principle, that made him take up with ſuch a 
Fiſard, ſtill remains? Will you fay, that ſuch a Wretch, 
of a very Hypocrite, is become, in Proceſs of Time, very 
fencere, at leaſt that he is ſo, whenſoever be does not advert 
ro his Hypocriſy? May he not forget his firſt Inducements 
to an external Profeſſion of Sanctity? as ſome Liars haye 
repeated a Forgery of their own Brains ſo oftep, till at 
length they believe it to be true themſelves. Muſt the 
Phariſces confider themſelves as Hypocrites in every Thing 
that Pride, Coyetouſneſs, &. prompted them unto, 
to deſerve ſuch a Denomination from our Saviour? I be- 
lieve a Perſon may be very zealous in the Aſſertion of 
thoſe Tenuets, which Ambition, Luxury, Worldlineſs at 
firſt 04, him to, and have fince ſtrongly riveted in his 
Mind; but a Zeal for ſuch Opinions, (how much ſoever 
the Man may be in earneſt) wall, I think, inſtead of excu. 
fing, aggravate his Crime. i 
As your Notion of Sincerity, ſo likewiſe of Hypocriſy, 
appears to me very lame and defective, and, for any Thing 
I can yet ſec to the contrary, not correſponding with the 
Scripture Account. I allow Sincerity and Hypocriſy to 
be oppoſed to each other, but don't think it ſufficient to 
denominate a Man ſincere, that he does wot go againſt the 
preſent Senſe of his own Mind; nor that he alons muſt. be 
called an Hypocrite, whoſe Conſcience tells him that very 
Moment, that he is acting a ?reacherous Part with God or 
Man. The Words, Sincerity, Sincerely, and. Sincere, 


have as determinate Meanings as moſt, it not any Terms 
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in our Engi Tongue, and are always ufed in a good 44 
Senſe ; 10 I can't ſee of what Uſe your Expence of A | 
Learning is upon them. One who only {underſtands his „ 
Mother Tongue, without the Aſſiſtance of Ariſtotle, Plato, 444 
Thucydides, or the Septuagint in Greek, or the Words in 4 

the Original in the New Teſtament, without examini 14 
Cicero, Livy, Virgil, &c. knows what he means himſelf be | 


and what others mean, whenever theſe Words are uſed. 
Does it follow, Sir, becauſe 7:aworng, Tee, may be taken 
either in a good or bad Senſe, that therefore S/ncerity, ot 
Hintere, muſt be ſo too? You have heard of a romplent or 
, 3 Villain, but did you ever hear of a /iycere Vil- 
a 4x FT 
The Words, you confeſs, are taken in a good Senſe in 
the Bible, though they certainly amount to more than 
you fay. Tis nèceſſary, no doubt, © that Perſons ſpeak 
tc and act without Fraud and Deceit, and according to the 
« teal Senfe of their Minds; if they have a#recedenrly 
uſed their beſt Endeavours, with an humble and conſtant 
Dependance on divine Illumination, to come to a juft 
Senſe of Things, hat ſo they muy Fon and act without 
Fraud and Deceit. A Man may firft permit himſelf to be 
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cheated by his wicked Heart; he may let his unruly and y; 
exorbitant Paſſions 1mpofe on him; ind then may at un- Fe 
der the Power of thoſe Errors, which, at firit, he very ty 
criminally gave into. Let me ask you, whether perſecu- 5 
ting Saul was obliged to act ſincerely ? Will you fay, 1 
Yes ? Surely then he will be excuſed for that which he 17 
was obliged by the great God unto. Will you ſay, No? "= 
I muſt Hen ask you another 2v;/e Queſtion, as, perhaps, 5 
you'll ironically call it, viz. Whether he was obliged to | 
act Hypocritically ? I take this to be a Dilemma, that your 10 
Zeal againſt Errors hath needleſsly entangled you in; and Biel 
you may afſure your ſelf, I ſhall not look on a meer Reci- 705 


tal of my Words, with an Haughey Air, in the room of an 
* to it. | | | | 
I heartily wiſh (as well as you) “ that there was more 
% Honeſty and Sinceriry both among Minifters and Chri- 
| 13 ; and ſtill reflect, with Satisfaction, on the Liberty 
took in that Sermon, (which, notwithſtanding, 2 you 
fo great Offence for its Warmith) before the Aſſembly at 
Exon ; wherein I complained of divers others with the 
Arians, who could fabſcribe the Articles, and ſubmit to 
the Liturgy, Ceremonies, and Diſcipline of the 8 
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of Ezgland. As I thought it odd in Dr. Waterland, ſo 1 
now do in you, to take Notice of zheſe only, when Multi- 
tudes beſides are equally obnoxious to the Charge of Pre- 
varication. Why muſt one ſort of Hereticks be pelted, 
and all the reſt let alone? I wiſh I could fay, there was 
no Defe&t of Sinceriry in ſuch Conduct. I abhor that 
abominable Salvo, as you very juſtly call it a, deviſed by 
Dr. Clark, and would earneſtly entreat all ſuch as Baye 
any Thoughts of entring the Pulpits of the Non-Conformips, 
rather 0 part with their right Hands, than employ them 
in a Subſcription to ſomething, to any Thing, (the moſt 


minute Punctilio) which is attended with the leaſt Re- 


luctance from within. A Perſon, methink, ſhould find 
but little Comfort in his Miniſtry, when the Foundation 
of it has been laid upon Lyes. Tis to be preſumed, our 
merciful Legiſlators will not give up any loyal Subjects to 
the Fury of mercileſs Ecclefiaſtics, for a Non-compliance 


with what they cannot conſcientiouſly ſubmit to; but 


whether they ſhould or not, He that walketh: uprightly, 
watketh ſurely, Prov. x. 9. | 

But who, Sir, are they, d © that have attempted to put 
<« Perſons out of conceit with what they own to be the 
% great Truths of the Goſpel, and to ſupport a Cauſe 


© which they acknowledge to be contrary to the ſacred 


&« Scriptures ?” General Accuſations, you know, are none 
at all. If you defign this as a Strifture on any of your 


Brethren, you ſhould have intimated who they be, or 


where they dwell ; but if you intend it only for ſome In- 
Babitants in the Moon, let them anſwer the Charges. 
RzconciLEas may be very fincere Perſons ; but theſe 
n blend © with ſome of a different Character. 
think, with you, more Sincerity would be of fignal 
« Service to the World, and the Peace of the Church ;” 
though the Term, as underſtood in your imperfect Senſe, 
has terribly embroil'd the World and the Church, of 
which, you muſt confeſs, there are Inſtances too many to 
be here enumerated ; for. you'll own, there have been 
Multitudes of Per/ecurors very ſincere in the midſt of their 


diabolical Fury, as well as Faul. If you think ſuch as 
theſe have done Service to the World, or the Peace of 


the Church, I can't but be of a different Opinion. 


If 


. 
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If «© all, you think , that Sinceritya mounts to is, that 
© Perſons ſpeak and act without Fraud and Deceit, and 


« according to the real Senſe of their Minds; I'll appeal 
to your more cool and digeſted Thoughts, whether ſuch a a 


Sincerity has not been very 127/Thievous to Church, and 
State ; and, were it not curb'd and reſtrain d by neceſſary 
Laws, would appear yer far more prejudieial? Have not 


Duels been ſincerely fought ? Have not Purſes been ſincere. 


ty cut? Have not Murders been ſincerely committed ? Muſt 
you not think a Man very ſtzicere, who demands your Mo- 
ney on the Highway; with a Piſtol preſented to your Breaſt, 
or violently enters your Houſe at Midnight ? The greateſt 
Crimes that have ever been perpetrated, have been agree- 
able to the ag e and Intentions of the Criminals. Will 

du ſuppoſe a Drunkard inſincere, when he goes to the 

avern'; or an Adulterer, that ſoliciteth his Neighbour's 
Chaſtity ? May not an infamous Wretch have his Conſtience 
with him; when perjuring himſelf in a Court of Juſtice 


for the good of his Wife and Children, as well as Saul, 


when he breath'd out Threatnings and Slaughter? May 


not the*Conſcience & ſuch . a Perſon as juſtly commend - 


him, while he conſults the Happineſs of his Family, and 


ſincerely endeavours to leave them an Eſtate, which, by 
the Interpoſition of a falſe Oath; he ean procure for them? 


The more ſincerely corrupt Nature acts, the more and 
eater Abominations will be the Iflue in all Places. 
James informs us, James i. 15. When Luſt hath con- 

ceived, it bringeth forth Sin. Divine Providence does, 

indeed, frequently ſtrangle Luſt in its Conception, and 
| =o "gy the Sinner from bringing the Embryo to a perfect 

irth. And 'tis, indeed, well, both for the World, and 
for the Church, when any Degrees of Shame; any Value 
for Reputation, any Baſeneſs or Filthineſs appearing in 

Vices themſelves, hinder the Ambitious; the Voluptuous, 

the Covetous, from acting ſipcerely, and executing what 

their ſeveral Paſſions ſo Raney prompt them to; tis well 
that Mens Lives, Eſtates; Wives, good Names, Ec. are 
uarded, as they are, by SanQtons annex d to human 
its, without which, indeed; the forementioned Ob- 
ſtructions would ordinarily be too feeble and unſucceſsful. 


Would not Joung Heirs (doubtleſs, with great Siucerity 
c 


in your Senſe) apply the fatal Knife to the Throats of 
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their aged Parents ? or ſheath the bloody Sword in theit 
Bowels ? Tis, Sir, becauſe the World acts in Maſquerade 
ſo much as it does, that we find ſuch Order, ſuch à Deco- 
rum, as is yet obſervable in many Parts of it; becauſe 
Men go againſt the Bent and Inelination of their corrupt 
Minds, and are forced to conceal their inward Deſires and 
Defigns, that there are not more Broils and Diſtractions in 
greater and ſmaller Societies ; becauſe Adam's Children 
are reſtrained from teſtifying a more perfect Agreement 
between their external Behaviour, and the real Temper 
of their Minds, that Villages, Towns, Cities, Nations, 
are not converted into Aceldama's. : 

Lou may, if you pleaſe, charge me with bantering Sin- 
cority, (as you have done with bantering the Faith) and 
lament the znelancholy Face of Things, when your crude 
Afﬀertions are examined and expoſed. But, notwithſtand- 
ing your tragical Outcries, III as ſoon call him an Honeſt 
Man, who honeſtly pays John for his Goods, with Money 
which he had di{boneſtly taken from Peter; as Ill ſup- 
poſe him ſincere, who profeſſes his Faith in any Thing, 
which either Sloth, or ſomething ore Crimindl, has 
ftak'd him down to 4 Compliance with, antecedent to a 
Juſt and needful Reflection on the merits of the Cauſe. 

"You muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I call that Inference “, 
from the Signification of the Word [ Sincere} 2 daring and 
horrid Afjertion, vis. That Perſons may ſpeak and 
ad ſincerely, whether they ſpeak and act as God would 
* have them, or not.” I believe, whoſoever ſpeaks and 


acts ſenberely, ſpeaks and acts as God would have him; 


for otherwiſe I am under an abſolute Neceſſity of ſup 

ſing, that God would ſometimes have Men ſpeak and. at 
BHypocritically. I am aware that a Papiſt has a Medium 
at hand between Sincerity and. Hypocriſy, viz. InvALLt- 
BILITY ; ſuch a one may ſay, that Sincerity won't excuſe 
a Man before God z and his making an humble Applica- 
tion to the God of all Wiſdom, (conjoin'd with the Ex- 


erciſe of his rational Powers) won't bear him out in his 


Errors, while he refuſes to ſubmit himſelf to the Deter- 
minations of the Catholick Charch : If you, Sir, can give 
your ſelf Leave to talk in the ſame Strain, one may know. 
where to find you, FEE 5 | 
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Do you think that ſuch, who are ® „ given up to fuch 4.14 
e ſtrong Delufions, as to believe a Lye, are fincere?” ll i 
And ( if they do very ill Things, (whilſt under ſuch 1% 
% unhappy Circumſtances of Mind) they may be ſaid, not- 174 
« withſtanding, to act ſincerely?” If ſo, 1 can't ſee of wk 
what Uſe the Term can be to Chriſtians, when it occurs 17 
in Pulpit Diſcourſes, or practical Treatiſes, or what Pur- FE: 
poſe it can ſerve to preſs Sincerity with ſuch Warmth and ; 
Copiouſneſs, as Divines 8 do; when, according te FROM 

our Conceſſions, Fornicators, Idolaters, Adulterers, e-. 14 

ini nate, Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, &c. may 1 


poſſeſs it. Nh 
But (to make Things plain) you tell me *, © Tis not TBA 
* every ſort of Sincerity, but a godly Sincerity, that muſt _ 
« recommend us to God; and e, © that our Sincerity #4 
% may do us Service, it ought to be a godly Sincerity, or 1 
te ſuch a Sincerity as God doth require.” So that you Feel 
diſtinguiſh between Sincerity and godly Sincerity ; ſuch 40 
a Diftinction (to ſerve a Turn) are you driven to, as nei- 14 
ther metaphyſical Syſtems, nor ſacred Writ, nor yet com. 17 
mon Uſe, will ſupport you in. We find, indeed, once, 1 
and but once, the Koinher [Godly] prefix d to Sincerity wk | 
in our Tranſlation of the Bible, vis. 2 Cor. i. 12. which, 1 
being in the Original «amevar Ts Os, might have been is 
render'd (perhaps more juſtly) by an uſual Hebraiſin, 55 
eat Sincerity. Do you know of any Sincerity towards 175 
Liv 


Fr 
God. or towards Man, which is not acceptable to the Al- „ 
mighty ? Yes, you may ſay, a Sincerity in 3 . 
Doctrines as contained in the Holy Scriptures, which the 
ſagacious, learned, impartial Mr. P. C. can't find to be 
in them, muſt needs be unacceptable to God; or a fincere 8 
Complaint of Mr. P. C. for his ſentencing thoſe to Damna- Wh 
tion (as Blaſphemers and Idolaters) without true Repen- 175 
tance, who dare oppoſe him in a certain Point of Theolo- Wa: 
gy, muſt be equally diſpleaſing to the great Jehovah. | 
The poor Arians (againſt whom your long Harangue 
about Sincerity ſeems chiefly deſigned) are therefore in a 
very diſmal Condition; for if they act like a Pack of 70 
Knaves and Hypocrites, and ſo curry Favour with Mr. P. C. Mil 
or his Brethren, diſſemble their Opinions, ſay they believe an 
otherwiſe than they do, and pretend themſelves to be Or- 15 
tbodox, when, at the Bottom, they are Hereradox, they 
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muſt expect their Portion with Hypocrites, in the Zake 
that burns with Fire aud Brimſtone : But, if they freely 
aſſert their Opinions, (when they are condemn'd by the 
Holy Scriptures, that is to ſay, as theſe Scriptures are in- 
terpreted by Mr, P, C. and thoſe plain honeſt Chriſtians, 
that think as he does) and fincerely ſtand to their re- 
ſpective Sentiments ; then (unhappy . Wretches! as they 
are) they become equally inexcuſable, and lay themſelves 
open to everlaſting Vengeance. 8 e 
Jour Citations from Dr. Waterland a, are not a little 
ſurprizing, ds. That our Buſineſs is not to conſider 
* the S/ncerity of the Men, but the Nature, ney and 
* Tendency of the Doctrine, Is the Doctor willing to be 
reſponſible, at laſt, for the Narure, Quality and Tendency 
of all bis Notions? Is it impoſſible ſor him to be miſtaken 


(great and learned as he is) in any of his Inquiries into 


ruth? May not ſome Things, which he has, or, how- 
ever, ſhall hereafter advance, differ, in ſome ſort, from 
the Ideas in the divine Mind? The Doctor thinks, We 
% have nothing to do to enquire after Men's Sincerity, of 
& which God is Judge ;” though, for my Part, I believe, 
there's ſcarce any thing more common than this is. Men, 
who find themſelves under a Neceſſity of being concerned 
with their Fellow Creatures, uſe to trouble their Heads about 
the Sincerity of ſuch as they have ſome Commerce with, 
notwithſtanding their Ignorance of their Hearts; they are 
pot againſt forming the. beſt Judgment, they are able, of the 
Sinceriry of Men by their external Demeanor. I agree, 
with the Doctor, that © Ecclefiaſtical Judicatures do not 
ga upon that Bottom,” (ſomething elſe beſides the ſup- 
poſed 7 9 Sincerity being examined into, to direct 
ſuch Courts in their Proceſs) but civil ones uſually en- 
quire into the Sincerity of the Perſon arraign d. Whence 
otherwiſe comes it to paſs, that the former Characters of 
ſuch as are umpeach'd have ſo great Weight, both with 
Judge and Fury; either for or againſt them? Why are 
Men fo ſolicitcus, on ſuch Occafions, to muſter up all they 
can poſſibly find to ſpeak a good Word for them? Nay, is 
not a Friend in Court a proverbial Sayipg amongſt us? 
You *© dare not [ay for a World b, that Heathens, as 

« far as they ars ſincere, ſo- far they are excuſable, and 
«* excuſed: Pare you fay this any more of Chriſtians, or, 
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among theſe, of ſuch as agree with you in the Doctrine of 

the Thinity, than of others? Will you declare, for a Wyrid, 

that 1 ſincere Perſons are excuſable and excuſed in 
Br 
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they will) in groſs rrors ? If fincere Perſons miſcarry at 
laſt, we may well cry out, Who then can be ſaved! © It 
* Sincerity, in a Judgment-Day, through the | Merits of 
„ Chriſt, will not be accepted,” what will become of all 
the fallible Sons of Adam? You'll fay, a godly Sincerity 
will be accepted, but how can any one be ſatisfied he hay 
that? If a Man ſincerely applies to the Father of Lights 
for Direction, if he ſincerely appeals to the Searcher of 
Hearts concerning his Integrity, all this (with you) avails 
nothing, unleſs he has alſo a godly Sincerity ; when tis, 
at the ſame Time, impoſſible for him to know whether he 
has ſuch a godly Sincerity, or not. 5 
Tou fay-?, * If Perſons are never ſo free from Prevari- 
* cation and Hypocrify, in holding Principles condemn'd 


&« by the Scriptures, and which naturally, and almoſt ne- 


* ceflarily, lead to bad Practices, or ſinful Omiſſions, 
they muſt unayoidably run a very great Hazard.” But, 
Sir, this is a Suppoſition not to be ſuppoſed. A Perſon, 


free from Prevarication and Hypocriſy, will not hold one 


Prenciple which himſelf thinks condemn'd by the Scriptures. 
It may be, Mr. P. C. will ſay, the Scriptures condemn. 
his Principles; but he has no more Reaſon to regard what 
Mr. N. C.1ays in this Caſe, than Mr. N. C. has to regard what 
another may ſay againſt himſelf in the ſame Caſe. In what 
_ a miſerable Plight muſt all the Race of Mankind be, it 
the great Judge ſhould pronounce Sentence upon them, 
according to the Sentences they now pronounce upon one 
another? If, hereafter, Chriſtians and Infidels, Papiſts and 
Proteſtants, Orthodox and Hereticks, c. mult be treated 
according to their Interpretations of Scripture one for the 
other, or rather one ggainſt the other, I queſtion whether 
there's an human ture now in being that has not been 
anathematiz'd over and over, by ſome or other of the 
fame Species with himſelf fo NE 


* of being fincere in others, that are equally neceflary to 


« Salvation?“ And ſay, When Perſons are thus ſincere 


« in ſome Thipgs, but act an hypocritical Part in otbers, 
Page 48. d p. 4% i | 
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itain, though they live and die (as undoubtedly 


Lou ask b, Whether it is not very plain, that Perſons 
* may miſcarry, though fincere in ſomè Things, for want 
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6e they are neither excuſable, nor may hope to be excuſed 
«< in that awful Day, Cc. To which I anſwer, accord- 
ing to your own Conceſſion, that they ſhall not miſcarry, 
becauſe they are ſiucere, but becauſe they are #07 ; though 
fincere (as — uppoſe) in ſome Things, yet for as much 
as they are hypocritical in others, they are not excuſable ; 
io that tis not their Sincerity, but their Hypocriſ, that 

condemns them. T | | 
I never made Hereſy (as you charge me) the Subject 
of Banter and Ridicule; I mean, Hereſy in the Scripture 
Senſc, as it conſiſts in the culpable Detects of the Will 
and Affections exprefs'd in a wicked Converſation, exclu- 
five. of na voidable Errors in the Underſtanding. You 
here take Occaſion to juſtify that Blunder I took Notice 
of b, and on which yon founded an unrighteous Accufation ©; 
I then eſteem'd it, as I ſtill do, the Effect of mere O/:- 
+» „ The Words, aur Day, (I ſuppoſe, it ſhould 
be, in our Day) were, you ſay, omitted in the Copy, 
* and over-look'd, till the Letter was gone abroad; and 
hereupon infinuate my Want of Candour. Let rhe Words 
be then inſerted, There have been none, that I know of, 
EVER charged withHereſy, amongProteſtants, in our Day. 
Ell appeal to my Readers, and yours too, whether a Perſon 
af the greateſt Candour alive, could, without a Spirit of 
Divination, annex the laſt Hards to compleat the Senſe. 
You tell me, They were our ey, and not farmer 
„Times, that Mr. N. as a Cenſor, had in view, and that 


44 it did concern you to regard. But, Sir, do you ima- 


ine that the Expreſſion, thus gorreffed and amended, 
Ariedly correſponds with Truth ? Has nothing, in our Days, 
been called Hereſy, but Socinraniſmand Arianiſin? Don't 
your ſelf reckon Pelagianiſin to be ſuch? Strange Inadver. 
rency | Pray, what do you think of the ſamous Mr. Dod- 
wel 's late Notions about the Saul? But what Occaſion 
have I to ſingle him out, in a Free-thinking Age, when, 
rhaps, there were never more pecullar, aut of the way. 
culations, which fame or. other, will, for that Reaſon, 
call Hereſies, (fince the Creation) than there are in the 
pans Times? ha ig 
' - Your Charge againft me 4 runs very high, where you 
tell me, that, to ridicule Faith the more effectually, I 
*. talk of Faith in Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, Pædabaptiſin, 
page 49. p. 39, 40. of my firſt Letter. Sp. 28, 
of you ft Lever wf i, P „ 
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Ye. and gravely ask me, Where the Scriptures cv 1M 
« ſpeak in this Joofſe and triſſing, and hantering Manner 10 4 
+ concerning Faith? I believe, as well as you, that bi. 
Chtiftians are juſtified by Faith; that Perſons cannot: N 
22 God ⁊vit hout Faith; ſuch, I mean, as are not under Lb. 
an Impoſſibility of arriving to it; nor do I think an un- 40 | 
ſcriptural Faith is that through which Perſons are ſaid to be Wilkes 
juſtified. But then I can't call that an unſcriptural Faith, 
which I my fclf may not ſee to be in the Scripture, though 
another may, who has the fame Right to uſe his Tyen ae Fel 
I -have. A Faith in Dioreſan Epiſcopacy, is, with many, —— 
2 ſcriptural Faith; ſo is a Faith in Believers Bapriſm, as A 
oppoted to Infant Baptiſm, which latter many zeatous iy | 
Antipedobaptiſts have thought as great a Nullity, as you 14 11 
reckon the Faith of the Ariaus to be, What you ſay of Faith | 1515 
in the Deity of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, may be faid of ö 
the preceding Teuners, and indeed all others whatſoever s: 
&« It cannot ceaſe to be the Duty of Chriſtians to believe FLEA 
© them, if they appear, to themſelves, to be a Part 'of di- 1 70 
«. vine Revelation.” There is, as you ſay, a Profeſſion of . way 
Faith to be held faft without wavering, a Myſtery" of 1 700 
Faith, that we muſt hold in a pure Conſtience, and f =_ 
Faith, that nanſt be earneſtly contended for, &. but, Sit, 1 
(whatever you may think to the contrary) theſe ER. ey 
preſſions have as great Strength in the Lips of Ariass, | 
| Sabellians, Pelagiaus, or any others that may ſcem to be 
at the. greateſt Diſtance from you, as they have in pour" 
own, or ſuch as moſt exactly harmonize with you. © This 
« Faith, you ſay, can be bur one.” Thus the Papifts- 
tell us, and, being infallibly ſure they have it themſelves, * 
dare to herericate all ſuch as have it not. . £ 
The Apoſtles, you ſay.*, might have been ſilent upon” 
« this Head, nor. did they act any other than a weak 
“ Part, in expoſing themſelves to ſo much Hazard for the 
« Faith of the Goſpel ; if the Faith of Perſons be of ſuth* 
© };ttle Account with God, as I ſeem to male it. To 
this I ſay, if the Apoſtles: had had no greater rational Aſſu- 
rance oft the Truth of Chriſtianity in general, than many 
Chriſtians have, now a-days, of their own diſtinguiſhin it 
Schemes in particular; if the Arguments and Profs exhi- wh 
bited by them, had no ſtronger or more convincing Evi- 170 
dence in them, than thoſe which are produced by the ſeve- | 
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ral Sects or Divifions of Men in Chriſtendom, for the — 4 
port of their peculiar Notions; if the former had . been fo 
entangled and embarrafſed by Zewiſp or Gentile Op 
nents, as Perſons of all Denominations among us ate by 
one another; they muſt, I think, have ated a weaker 
Part than they did, by expofing themſelves in ſuch a 
Manner. Tis, alas! the great Folly ind Miſtake of Chri- 
ſtians to imagine, that when any Opinion of their own 
3s called in Queſtion, the whole of Chriſtianity is preſent- 
ly ſtruck at, another Goſpel is forthwith like to be intro- 
aer and our Bibles are immediately diſcarded. Here 
Deiſim triumphs, when it has clogg d any certain Prin- 
ciples held by Chriſtians, as if Chriſtianity it ſelf were 
uite routed ; and the Patrons of that Cauſe vainly con- 
clude. they have overthrown our holy Religion, if they 
can find a Fallacy in Mens Reaſonings on ſome Niceties, 
in the Support whereof Chriſtianity it ſelf is not at all 
concerned. : 
You complain, #rontcally *, of my © civil Way of ſpeak. 
„ ing, (that one Thing is trifling, and another is fi 3 | 
T love, Sir, to give Things their proper Epithets. Trifling 
Things I call enefling; and filly hogs call ſilly: But 
you may remember I alſo called ſome Things, I had met 
with in your Letter, #njuſf; This Animadverfion on 
Mr. N.'s addreſſing a Deiſt; I might have given the laſt, 
az well as former Characters unto. I do not ſignify my ſelf 
to be © even wiſer than St. Paul, whom I am forry to 
find you hooking in to defend ſo ridiculous a Remark; 
Pleaie'to mention the Place where you find him preaching 
the Fall of Man, the Corruption of human Nature, &c: 
to any, Learned or Unlearned, whom he had not brought 
firſt to the Belief of Chriſtianity. . The. mean Appearance 
of our Saviour in his Life and Death, was, indeed, to the 
Jews a ftambling Block, and to the Greeks, 1 3 
tho the Inference you draw from hence, is not ſo very 
obvious, and what, indeed, would have ſurpriz'd me, had 
it come from another, vis. that © St. Paul did hereby 
« ſignify to them their fallen, miſerable, condemn'd 
« State, utterly loſt and undone without a crucified Chriſt 
« 'to recover and fave them.” As fond as you are of vin- 
dicating Saul's Sincerity before his Converſion, you repre- 
ſent him in a very ſilly Dreſs after it. St. Pau} preached 
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Chriſt and the Reſurrection where-ever he went, having 
ſomewhat ſuperior to human Reaſon, or Man's Wiſdum, 
to rely. upon, even thoſe miraculous Operations, which, 
by the Power of the Spirit of God, he performed; though 
he was no Stranger to the Art of Reaſoning: He knew 
how to addreſs the Underſtandings, as well as the Paſſions 
of Men ; and, if this be the only 'Text you have to pro- 
duce that he preached the Things revealed in Chriſtianity, 
before he had proved the Truth of it, you muſt leave 
me to enjoy my own Opinion.” I believe, you are the 
firſt of all Commentators, in any Age of the Chriſtian 
Church, who have found the Fall of Man, and Degene- 
racy of the human Race, defignedly inſiſted on by the 
| Apoſtle in h Words. An Illation ſo poorly 
founded, ſerves not only to make Deiſts laugh, but to 
force a Smile from Chriſtians themſelves. You tell me, 
I I don't juſtify, but rather condemn Mr. N.'s Method: 
You ſhould have told me wwhere I do ſo, becauſe I know 
nothing of it my ſelt. Evangelical Doctrines are, with- 
out Doubt, as you ſay a, bright and glorious Evidences 
of the great Excellency, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſſity of 
the Chriſtian Revelation; theſe ſhew it to be an Inſti- 
* tution worthy of God,” Cc. And it muſt be owned 


they are an additional Confirmation of Chriſtianity ; but 


have not their Weight with an Infidel, who conteſteth 
Matter of Fact. The Apoſtles therefore reaſon'd with 
the Fews from Od Teſtament Predictions, as clearly 
verified under the New Teſtament, and made their con- 
ſtant Appeals to Moſes and the Prophets, with Heathens ; 
they argued from the Nororiety of the Facts, and tholc 
mighty Signs and Wonders, whereby they proved the 
Truth of their Commiſſion and Authority to preach a cru- 
cified Jeſus, as the great Object of their Faith and Truſt, 
in order to eternal Salvation, in Conjunction with a cor- 
dial Submiſſion to his Laws. ; 
&« *Tis for this excellent Religion, and its great Do 
« Arines*®,” that others contend, as well as you and your 
Brethren. - You fay, I cannot prove that * you have taken 
one Step condemn'd by Chriſtianity, in your Defence of 
e them:” But, Sir, Chriſtianity does condemn your falling 
tou] on others, perhaps on all Accounts as good as your 
ſelves, becauſe their Thoughts are not thrown into the 


Page 51. d Idid. 5 5 | 
i 8 fame 


SORE 2-688) 
ame Mould with your own. It requires you to | rece:v# 
thoſe that are weak in the Faith, but nat to doubtful 
Diſputations; by what Authority then do you reje& 
them ? Perhaps you'll ſay, they are rejected, becauſe they 
reject the Faith inſtead of being weak in it; but you 
know, this may be as eafily ſaid, and with as good Grace, 
by them concerning you. 70 
You tell me, in Dr. WWaterland's Words *, That “ tis 
e giving way to childiſh Wrath to infinuate concerning 
« my Brethren, that they had robb'd the Pope of his In- 
« fallibility, and arrogated it to themſelves ; and ask 
me, Whether any of our Brethren have been ſo bold 
t and magiſterial in their Aſſertions, as I and Mr. N. have 
« been?” I again ask you, whether Mr. N. or my ſelf 
have any where cenſur'd grave, wile, holy, learned Men 
as a Pack of ZJaſphemers and Idolaters, and conſequent- 
2 a damnable State ? T challenge you to quote the 


xpreſſion, to refer to the Page where any Thing ſo hard, 


ſo cenſorious, has dropt from either of our Pens, I am 
not 10 filly, as to © charge you with Infallibility; but I 
charge you with a Conduct not to be juſtify'd on any other 
foot (Vit may on that) but the Suppofition of a Popiſo 
TInfallkbility. | 
The Citation from the learned Dr. makes but little Im- 
8 on me, who ſeems to forget that there was a 
ime, when the whole World was vepreſented as on- 
dring at it ſelf for becoming Arian ; becauſe he ſpeaks of 


4 a?l the greateſt and wiſeſt Men, that have liv'd in paſt 


“ Centuries, as Oppoſers of Ariani/m.” Was there not one 
wiſe Man to be found in the World, whilſt Hrianiſim over- 


ſpread it, or none, inthe Dr's Opinion, but the learned A. 


thanaſius, ( whoſe Name I would not be underſtood to-uſe 
here by way of Contempt ?) Can it be thought in ſo many 
Arian Synods, as Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory mentions, all muit 
be Fools? © We may preſume, as the Dr. ſaysb, without 
« affecting to ſit in the Seat of God, to think ſome very 


% fallible Men liable to Errors.” We may preſume | 
to think it, without any Breach of Charity, of the learned 


Dr. himſelf; We may preſume to think it of Mr. P. C. 
Nay, 1t may be preſum'd of every Mortal. But what the 
Dr. means, by ſaying © when in Fact it appears that they 
« are ſo, we may preſume, according to our bounden 
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© Duty, to take all proper Care to prevent ſuch Errors 
„ ſpreading ; ” deſeryes farther Confideration. How docs 
it appear to the Dr. that his Oppoſites are any whit more 
fallible than himſelf ? Or why does it not equally ap- 
pear to them, that the Dr. is as fallible as they are? And 
why muſt they not then take the fame Care to prevent 
the ſpreading of 'the Dr's Errors, as he muſt take to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of theirs ? Retortions of this Kind are 
natural ; though I love not to hear Proteſtants talk in ſuch 
a Manner.  * ; | 
As for Uniformity in Opinion, I think it impoſſible in 
the preſent State of Things. You ſay, you never heard of _ | 1h 
that Perſon that pleaded De it a. But did you never hear 1 
of Cyeeds, Confeſſions, Articles, Catechiſins, &c. com- b 
3 by fallible Men for Hundreds and Thouſands to ſub- 
cribe ; nay, for the whole World, if the Authors or Im. 
Poſers could have had ſo extenfive an Influence? Did you 
never hear of Goals, and Fines, and Faggots for ſome, | | 
that could not ſubmit to certain Formularies of Faith ? 4 
- Have ſuch as call themſelves Proteſtants been wholly free #1 
from preſſing an Uniformity, at leaſt the Profe/Non of an 445 
Uniformity in Principles? Some, indeed, have ſuggeſted 1 
an Expedient, which they would perſuade themſelves ng 
mult make all Sides eaſy ; vis. the confining our Creeds, {#441 
&c. to Scripture Language, without the Intertexture of + 
Scholaſteck Tekin or any human Deductions or Inferen- 17. 
ces. But this (plauſible as it may ſeem at the firſt View) & 
appears to me vain and impracticable, and equally a- 
dapted to ſupport Brgorrry and Perſecution. For the 
Scripture Creed of an Arian would never pleaſe a Trini- 
rarian, nor would a Trinitarian's Creed be digeſted by 
an Arian, though in Seripture-Language. The fame may 
be ſaid of Calviniſts and Pelagians, Pæœdobaptiſts and 
Anti-pedebaptiſts, &c. who would mutually complain of 
an undue" Combination of Texts to ſerve an Hypotheſis, 
a culpable Omiſſion of ſome Texts, and a perverſe #1 
plication of others to ſupport particular S$:2emzes. Should 
therefore any ſuch Forms be drawn up limited to Scrip- 
ture Phraſes, and impos'd promiſcuouſly, Confuſions and 
Diſtractions would neceflarily ariſe in the Chriſtian Church. 
For though Chriſtians can readily receive the Writings of 


the Old and New Teſtament, as the infallible Rule of 
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Faith and Manners, (I conſider not, at preſent, Interpo- 


lations ſu gu by Criticks, various Readings, Sc.) yet 


they would not ſubmit to their Brethren's culling out cer- 
tain Texts, and placing them in ſuch a Connexion and De- 
pendance, as might betray an Attachment tg ſome diſtin- 
guiſhing Notions, and then exacting a Shbſcription to 
them. 

But, Sir, notwithſtanding all this, why may there not 
be an Uniformity in Love and Affection ? And ſeeing every 
one, as you ſay, ſhould be fully perſuaded in his own 
Mind; why muſt they who ſtand or fall to one Maſter, 
rigidly inſiſt on an Uniformity in Principle, in order to an 


Uniformity in Worſhip ? I cannot therefore be of the 


fame Mind with ſuch of my Brethren, as © think it moſt 
„for the Honour of God *®, and moſt agreeable to all 

% Principles of Piety and Honeſty, that thoſe who differ 
„ ſo widely, as Arians, and thoſe who own the Deity of 


« Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould worſhip in ſeparate 


« Aſſemblies.” I cannot ſee that the wideſt Differences 
in Opinion among Chriſtians, who profeſs a Subjection to 


the fame common Lord, will juſtify an Excluſion of each 


other from the higheſt Acts of Chriſtian Communion, 
whilit they walk, on both Sides, ſoberly, righteouſiy, and 
godlily. J agree with the late worthy Mr. Benner in his 
Trenicum, who does not think it neceſſary for Chriſtians to 
underſtand what is meant by three Hypoſtaſes, to ſtate the 
Notion of a Perſon in the Trinity, or the Difference be- 
tween Perſon and Perſonality ; what's meant by the e- 
ternal Generation of the Son, or Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt. I'Il crave leave to tranſcribe a little from 7har 
Gentleman, who has ſo happily expreſt my own Thoughts 
in pag. 76, 77. of the above-mention'd Tract. is in- 
e deed Blaſphemy againſt the divine Perfections, and the 
„ ready Way to — 9 Men to reject all Revelation, whilſt 
„ e repreſent God in his Word requiring of all, upon 
„Pain of Damnation, what, with reſpe& to great Mul- 
e titudes, is quite out of their Power. 

The ſame Remark, ſays he, may be apply d to the 
* Doctrine of the Trinity, as it has been a Subject of 


„ Diſpute, and been ſtated in ſeveral and different 


Schemes. I cannot think it {the diſputed Part) has the 
Importance of a Fundamental, Men may be equally 
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* fincere, equally pious and good, and equally accepted 

« of God, notwithitanding their different Sentiments in 

« this Controverſy: Nor is it plain enough to pals for a 

4 Fundamental, not eaſy enough to be. underſtood, nor 

« clearly enough 8 Let any of our Schemiſts go 

i — out Congregations, whether among Churchmen 

or Diflenters, with their Draught of this Doctrine, and 

“% proper Number of Queries in their Hand relating to 

« it; and J am miſtaken if they don't find, upon En- 

„ quiry, by the Anſwers they II get, either that their 

« Doctrine is not fundamental, or that the Generality, | 

« even of the beſt Character for Religion, are no Chri- = | 
e ſtians. If ſome have learnt any Terms of Speaking, "| 

« from Catechiſms, Confeſſions, c. that may paſs with | 

te the Examiner for Orthodox ; yet if they have not Ideas j 


and Notions anſwerable to them, (as I am confident is 40 
<* the. Caſe with reſpect to many) only can repeat Words ol 
<« they underſtand not, they are no wiſer than their Neigh- {4 
„ bours, who want the Knowledge of heir Sounds. Let 45 


« them, I ſay, make the Scrutiny in moſt Congregations 13 
« in England, and I am afraid, if Underſtanding and 4 
« Orthodoxy here be the Teſt of Chriſtianity, we ſhall 
* loſe the Company of the beſt Part of our Communi- 
„„ ; 

In ſhort, ſays he, I think it demonſtrable, that there 
« is no Scheme of the Doctrine of the Trinity (if we 
% inſert in it our Explications according to this or that 
« Hypotheſis ) of that Importance, and which carries that 
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« Evidence in it, as juſtly to be accounted fundamental. 1 
He then proceeds, in Len Pages, to ſhew the Dif- 15 
ficulties which attend every Scheme the Learned have 1 
undertaken the Defence of. He ſays , Dr. Materland, | 4 
4 


% who has employ'd ſo much Learning in Defence of the 0 
„% Doctrine of the Trinity, and generally writes with as 1 
« much Diſtinctneſs and Perſpicuity as moſt, yet is co- 4 
© ver'd with Darkneſs here, and ſeems thrown into Con- 1 
« fuſion, in ſtating the Notion of Perſon; which he doth _ 1 
« ſo as to leave ſome Readers doubtful, whether he's for | 155 
„the numerical or ſpeciſical Unity of the three Perſons. Fil 

„ The Subordination of the {ivine Perſons “, he ſays, ay! 

© is a Matter as intricate and perplex as the reſt. Ca- "TE 
„ tholiciſm, ſays he ©, is the certain and only poſſible 
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& Way of Union and Peace: Tis ſo, as on other Accounts 
0 ſo eſpecially as it reduces Things to a Simplicity and te 


« Plainneſs in which an Agreement is eaſy, and in which th 
& alone it is attainable.” | | | | G 
Such as refuſe to receive Chriſtians to Communion as Chri- ti 
ians, I think worthy of Cenſure, while they reje& ſuch as m 


belong to the ſame Houſhold of Faith with themſelves. If p 
they with-hold from them the Children's Bread, when it does th 


exceſſi ve Fondneſs for carping. 
What you ſay⸗ of my licking up Mr. Peirce's envenom d W 


$7 not appear the great Maſter of the Family would have it v1 
1 N if they forbid ſuch from coming to that Sb. tr 
PF; Jemnity, which has ſo remarkable a Tendency to promote be 
7 Love and Peace, who are as circumſpect in their Beha- ci 
bt viour, as univerſally conſcientious. as themſelves, they de. 0 
1 ſerve to be blam'd. Muſt the Zord's Supper, which was ac 
' _ originally defign'd for all the Children of God, for ajj $ 
4 the Servants of Chriſt, be denied to any, who, in a Judg- 1 
ment of Charity, may be reckon'd fit for an Admiſſion to w 
[i it? *Tis, Sir, becauſe you are againſt ſuch an Uniformity H 
Vi in Affection, and Chriſttan Communion, that I charge you at 
Fi with Iinpoſition, with weakening the Intereſt of Noncon- L 
[| formity, and expoſing both hat, and Chriſtianity in ge- M 
i neral, to the Derifion and Scorn of Infidels. *T'is with Ot 
| great Regret, that I ſee Reaſon ftill to ſtand to thoſe Ex- ( 
| 3 you have tranſcrib'd from p. 9, 10, 11. of my 
| rſt Letter; though I intended not what you cite from E 
| P. 14. for my Brethren, any more than for all others. Such th 
| a. groundleſs Limitation of general Expreſſions ſhews an th 
| 
| 
| 
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ttt Spittle in his Weſtern Inquiſition, and throwing it afreſh ni 

& in the Faces of his and his Friend's Oppoſers, ſeems to T 

carry a Spice of Malice againſt both the Den and the Li- hi 

| ©ing.” Tis more than I know if one ſingle Line of Mr. Peirce's - be 
is can be found in my Letter, it being, at leaſt, ten Years ago ab 
i that I perus'd it. I have not, I'Il aflure you, nor any one fu 
bu; for me, tranſcrib'd the ſmalleſt Fragment from it. I fo 
4 would gladly ſtrengthen the Hands of all who are hearty th 
1 | in the Cauſe of Religion, whatever hard Lot they meet 0 
1 with from their Brethren. But pray what Norſe and Boaſts Cc 
is] have I made about Catholick Charity, that appear to you pf 
\1 ſo inconſiſtent with my Complaints of others wanting it? w 
1 The great Deſign of my warm Pamphlet, as you call it, W 
þ | is, that leſs Regard may be paid, as you rightly obſerve, W 
1 1 | to Se 
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to what is ſaid againſt Hrianiſin, and more Regard to 
that Meekneſs and Love, and thoſe other Duties and 
Graces of Chriſtianity, in Compariſon whereof, Conten- 
tions about School Terms, and meta 7 Scuffles, are 
moſt inſignificant. Pure and undefiled Religion, exem- 

lified in the various Parts of our Converſation, is of a 
thouſand times more "xr ard, than having, or concei- 


ving we have, right Ideas of thoſe Things we would ob- 


trude on our Neighbours. Impoſers have been, and ill 
be, on all Sides, while a fantaſtic Opinion of our Capa- 
city to think for others, as well as our ſelves, prevails, 
Only by Pride comes Contention. Arians, as far as the 
act like Chriftians, won't find themſelves miſtaken if their 
Scheme loſes Ground, | bigs: that Love to God and 
Man, which is the ful 

will Trinitarians, who have truly their Maſter's Intereſt at 
Heart, be grieved, though Hei, Scheme loſes Reputation, 
if practical Chriſtianity again lifts up its Head, and the 
Lile and Power of Godlinefs be revived. Tis no great 
Matter whether I or my Brother have the righteſt Notions, 
or. whether we have both wwrozg ones, while we can walk 

(Hand in Hand) to Heaven. +7 


If Perſons could but let one another alone in the quiet 


Enjoyment. of their Sentiments, and acting according to 
the Dictates of their Conſciences, what Diturbance could 
there be of the Churches Peace? You ſay, © We were 
&« quiet and harmonious before Arianiſin ſprung up. 
Was not alſo the Catholick Church quiet and harmo- 
nious before Lutheraniſin and Calviniſm ſprung up ? 
The Spaniſþ Inquifition makes al} quiet at preſent, and 
hinders thoſe. yew Fires, which, in all Likelihood, would 
be kindled otherwiſe. When Error and Scepticiſin fo 


abounded in the World, the holy Fathers thought it need- 
ful to quench the Flames that were kindling, and there- 


fore now and then made a Fire for Hereticks, to prevent 
their ſetting the whole Church on Fire. The Method 
which theſe Gentlemen take I heartily explode; yet 
confeſs my Sermon was deſigned (as are alſo my Letters) 
to give freſh Life to that Flame of Chriſtian Charity, 
which has been expiring amongſt us. I encourage none to 
withdraw from their Miniſters, or their Fellow Chriſtians, 

who are ſatisfied with them. Ee 
"Tis none of my Bufineſs to apologize for our late Rexe- 
gadoes, but I well know the- Impoſitions among us Z1ifſen- 
= mers 


ling of the Law, abounds : Nor 


» Tu) 
fers are frequently mentioned by them, and are the moſt 
pular Topick, they urge, to blacken thoſe whom they 
2 leſt, and defend their own Behaviour. | 
_ I lament, with you, a Decay of that eminent Piety, 
te and Strictneſs of Manners, that there was among our 2 
« ous Predeceſſors.“ This, in Part, may be owing to 
that great Zeal r © on the nicer and more difficult 
3 of Controverſy, inſtead of a Zeal for practical Holi- 
nels. i 
You ſay, you never encouraged Miniſters who were not 
ſound in the Faith; ſo far the Romiſh Church will go 
along with you, who never encouraged any Hereticks. 
An Indifference as to Faith, as expreſi'd by a ſtrict 
% Converſation, will, to be ſure, fink the Diflenting In- 
s tereſt,” but a Ziberty granted to others (which we arc 
3 willing to take our ſelves) of believing as the Bible 
directs, and profeſſing our Belief on proper Occaſions, is 
'efſential to Non. Conformity. 
I oou expreſs your ſelf very cautiouſly *, when you ſay, 
that you don't know that any Man ever ſuffer'd unjuſtly 
in his Perſon, Reputation, or temporal Intereſts, by 
«you or your Friends.” The Perſecutors in the Reign 
of Charles the Second would have ſaid the ſame ; nay, 
the bloodieſt Papiſis that ever breath'd, vis. that none have 
ever ſuffer'd vxnjusTLy by them. As for your ſelf, you 
are, atpreſent, an Individuum Vagum, aſſuming the bor- 
rowed Letters of P. C. which are not, that I can find, 
the beginning of any Diſſenting Miniſter's Name in the 
Weſt." But a Perſon of eminent Piety, and miniſterial Abi- 
lities, who declares himſelf in the commonly-received 
Doctrine of the Trinity, hath (as I am certainly informed) 
' Tuffer'd in his Reputation and Intereſt, by very unjult 
Repreſentations of the Reverend Mr. Fohn Enty, the Par- 
ticulars of which Charge ſhall be faithfully laid before the 
World, if demanded. I mention not this as the only In- 
ſtance of unfair Dealing, for others, beſides the Gentle- 
man juſt named, are rl with the ſame. is 
polite: you allow, © that a Perſon may ſuffer ſome 
% Inconveniencies on the Account of his Principles.” Tis 
Poſſible, indeed, he may, but *tis piti ful tad {candaltous 
that he ſhould from his Brethren, when their own Prin» 
© Ciples make them ſo obnoxious to the civil Powers. Some, 
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| s you ſay, have ſuffer'd by turning Papiſis, or Nonjutors, - 10 
1. E. profeiled Enemies to the Prince, under whoſe Pro- = 

tection they live; others have ſuffer d by becoming vi- | 1 

tious, and ſo have juſtly ſuffer'd an Expulſion from their ; 

Pulpits. e may, doubtleſs, deſert thoſe, 


whoie Converſation, Preaching, Principles, they cannot, 1 
on a ſerious Examination of Things, be ſatisfied with; | 1 
People having an unalienable Right to chooſe; and refuſe 1 
their Miniſters. However, hey muſt take heed that they | nal 
be not influenced by any peeviſh Humours, Pride, Ca- 4 


price, Oc. in receiving or rejecting any; nor prevail'd 
upon to exerciſe an implicit Faith in the Exclufion or Con- 
demnation of thoſe, whoſe Miniſtry they had, in Years i 
paſt, with Profit and Comfort attended upon; and who | 
ſtill retaining an unexceptionable Character, (as far as the 
Infirmities of this niortal State will admit) might continue 4 
to be heard with the ſame Pleaſure and Advantage, if the 4 
loud Exclamations and Cenſures of their angry Brethren no 
had not forbidden it. Too many are exceeding buſy in = 
keeping their Neighbours Vineyards. Were ſuch a prag- | i 
matical Temper more curb'd by thoſe who find it ſo pre- in 
dominant in themſelves, we might expect a greater Har- 
mony in our ral. If, inſtead of giving ſuch Advice vi 
het, er ſolicited or not) as tended to the Defamation of | | 
2wi/e and good Men, ſuch only were given as ſerved to dif- 10 


1 and diſparage Wickedneſ$; the Caſe would be very 80 
different from what it has been in all Ages, and is too 1 
much in the preſent one. A fallible Man, in other Things, | 54 


may be infallilly certain, that Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 1 
Swearing,. Theft, Murder, Cc. are Sins : Theſe are un- bo) 


* conteſted Herefies. But they who are for bearing hard fy 
upon Men of equal Senſe, Conſcience, Learning with bY 
themſelves; and repreſenting them to any of ther own 14 
Flocks, as Perſons not fit to be truſted in the Concern- it 
ments of their Souls, or defaming them abroad; and there- ol 
by preventing their more extenſive Uſefulneſs, act an un- 15 
righteous Part, and do not unto their Brethren, as they 7 77 
would be willing to be ſerved themſelves. Private Chri- hy 
ſtians, when they find their Miniſters in earneſt Pg | £60 
the great Ends of their Office, would not eafily ſuſpe 9 
them as Depravers of the Faith, Corrupters of the Wor- mY 


Mip, and Obſtructers of the Holineſs of their People, did 
not officious Meddlers exaſperate them, and fill them ae. 
ve 


unreaſonable Prejudices againſt ſuch as before they Jo 
5 EE | and 
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and valued. A celebrated Prelate, in Queen Elizabeth's 


Days, being defired to appear in Favour of the Puritans, 


declared he could ſee no more Reaſon for the Toleration 
of ſuch, than of Ari ans, or Anabapriſts, or any other He- 
reticks. The Puritans being Enemies to the Diſcipline, 
and of Courſe to a material Part of the Dofrine of the 
Church, ought to be diſcouraged, as much as other Diſtur- 
bers of the Churches Peace. This Reaſoning ſeems, to 
me, very conclufive ; I can't poſſibly ſee where we ſhal 
ſtop, nor why all ſorts of Hereticks (or Perſons unſound 
in the Faith) muſt not be cenſured, as well as ſome. 
Lou fay , Whatever any one ſuffers by this Means, 
4 (i. e. by acting according to his Conſcience) he hath 
&« done himſelf the Injury, and been the Author of all 
* theſe Inconveniencies ; and can't charge it as Perſecu- 
4 tion upon his People, or any that they think fit to adviſe 
ec with eh ſuch an Affair. Let me entreat you, Sir, 
to put your ſelf in the Room of ſuch a Sufferer. Suppoſe 
your own People, to whom you ſtatedly miniſter, ſhould 
alter their Notions about the Tyinity, and be ſo cenſorious 


as to charge you with depraving their Faith, corrupting 


their Worſhip, and, purſuant to the Advice given by ſome 
neighbouring Arian Divines, ſhould abandon you, becauſe 
you could not, without offering Violence to youf Under- 
ſtanding, declare your Approbation of their pre/ent Senti- 
ments; would you think you had only done your ſelf the 
Injury, and been the /o/e Author of all rhe Inconveniencies 
which might ariſe to your Family from ſuch an Eject- 
ment ? : | 

You renew your Complaint of Mr. N's Reflections on 


the Aſſembly ® ; but, in my Opinion. your ſuppoſing the 


10 pe Symptoms of perſonal Charges to be carried in 
*© ſome of his perfide tends more to the diſgracing 
ſome Members in the Aſſembly, than all that he had ſaid. 


Should common Proſtitutes be ſmartly expoſed, before an 


Aſſembly of chaſte Matrons, by an ingenious Declaimer; 
and a certain Stander- by catching at ſome very ill Things, 


which the Orator had accuſed infamous Strumpets of, 


ſhould hereupon complain, that the modeſt Ladies were 
- abuſed, and zealouſly undertake their Defenſe, when 
none of them all had been perſonally charged with any 
Crime ; I'll farther ſuppoſe, that 72v9 or 7bree, in ſuch an 
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And ſhould have had their Characters a little ſullied; 
would ſuch a warm Advocate do them any Service b 

aſſerting, that the Author of the Declamation did, and 
muſt mean them, and deſigned his malignant Satyr againſt 
them only, though his Expreſſions were general? 


You tell me 2, “ Though I think fit to juſtify Mr. N. 


«© you can't eaſily ſuppoſe, but both I and he would have 
*© thought it very hard and very unbecoming to be thus 
“ inſulted in our own Pulpits.” The Pulpit Mr. N. and 
my ſelf were deſired to preach in, by our Brethren, -muſt 
be look d upon as our own for that Time, being affigned 
us, at ſuch a Juncture, not to occupy it for thoſe only wha 
ſtatedly miniſter'd in it, or thoſe who attended on their 
Miniſtrations, but to addreſs our ſelves to the united Mi- 
-. Niſters of Devon and Cornwall, as well as many of different 

Congregations, who are uſually found in ſuch promiſcuous 
Aſſemblies on publick Occaſions. But, however that be, 
"tis well known, that one of the Minifters who conſtantly 
officiates in that Pulpit, gave us, both, his publick Thanks 


for our Services in it; ſo that this Strifture might have 


been well enough ſpared. 
You complain“ of Rage and Raillery, as you did, more 
than once, in your firſt Letter; but till, you ſay, your 


** Brethren have this to ſupport them under all, that e 


** that judgeth them is the Lord.” But mayn't ſuch as 
have been charged with Zlafphemy, 1dolatry, undermi- 
ning Chriſtianity, &c. with as great Reaſon apply this 
Text to themſelves, and eſteem it à very ſinall 7 hing ta 
be judged of Man's Zudgment ? | 
Sir, I am not miſtaken in charging . as engroſſing 
„ all Wiſdom and Goodneſs ta your ſe 
e think and ſpeak according to your Mind, as you intimate 
«© me to be ©,” unleſs your Words are bare Sounds, with- 
gut any Leas annex'd to them. Mr. Nation's Expreſſion 
differs very much from yours. Do you take [1 do promiſe 
75 ſelf and ['ris moſt certain] to be ſynonymous, and 
of equal Force? I may ſay, that I do promiſe my. ſelf Mr. 
C. will kindly receive this Letter, which I now ſend 
him, and give me his hearty Thanks for my Trouble; 
but I can't therefore ſay, tis moſt certain that he will. 
Can you produce 850 | | 
in profane or ſacred Writings, to ſignify very many, when 
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e Words, MosT CERTAIN, or ſomething equivalent, are 
prefixed to it? Your poſitive Aſſertion appears therefore, 
to me, with as /I] 2 Grace, after this very mean Defenſe 
of it, as it did at the firſt reading. | | 

You tranſcribe a Letter ſigned, as you ſay, by ſeveral 
of the firſt Rank, to confront that of my Correſpondent's ; 
I ſhall thercfore make a few Remarks upon it. ; 

I congratulate the Gent!cmen on the © very valuable 
« Bleſſing that Diſſcnters, from the national Eſtabliſh- 
* ment, enjoy, who have Paſtors choſen by themſelves, 
* and ſuch as recommend practical Religion, both by their 
Examples and Preaching ;” but can't ſo well approve 
of the imperfe& Manner wherein they expreſs themſelves 
towards the Cloſe : As in the Choice ot our Minifters a, 
(ever ſince the Arian Controverſy broke out among us) 
„ we have had gothing more ar Heart than the clecting 
« ſuch for our Paſtors, who gave us Satisfaction of their 


« ſoundneſs in the Dofrine of the Tripity, and Aſſurance 
* of defending it; ſo there is ncthing hath more endeared 


« you to us, than your Defenſe thereof.” They muſt 
Wore me leave to tell them, that a Profeſſion of Faith in the 

octrine of the Trinity, is not the chief 7 hing that ſhould 
determine Perſons in their Choice of Miniſters: Were it 


bo, the Jeſuits themſelves would lay as juſt a Claim to 


our Pulpits, as any of us all. Surely ſomething more 
Spoutd be laid to Heart, than a Declaration of Ort hodoxy 


in 7h;s Point. Not that I would infinuate as if any of 


thoſe whom they have elected for their Paſtors; were de- 
fective in any other Qualifications (whether intellectual 
or moral) however muſt inform them, that the Compli- 
ment they paſs upon them carries in it a greater Reproach, 
than was, to be ſure, intended. What, is there 20thiug 
to be found by theſe Gentlemen in their Miniſters, that 
hath ore endear'd them to themſelves, than what will, at 
the ſame Time, endear to them as great Villains, as, per- 
haps, can be found under the Heavens? Not that I think 
the worſe of the Doctrine of the Trinity, becauſe very bad 
Men profeſs their Faith in it; but to repreſent that as the 
moſt endearing Accompliſhment in a Man, which the 
moſt profligate and abandon'd have i common with him- 


telf, and to efteem that to be his zEsr, which equally 
belongs to the won sr, is a ſeyere Reflection (though the 
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contrary was, doubtleſs, defigned. Whatever claimg 
a ſuperior Regard or Eſteem ( confider'd abſtractedly from 
other Moti ves) muſt be ſomething which will diſtingiiſb a 


Perſon from all wicked Men; wherefore I am concerned + 


to find ſuch, who would teſtify their Reſpect to their Mi- 
niſters, diſgracing them by crude and careleſs Expreſſions ; 
but am the more confirm'd in the Fitneſs of that Advice 
which Mr. N. gives à, though they (as well as you) are 
ſo angry with it. For if Perſons of Heir unblemiſh'd Cha- 


rater lay ſo great and unjuſtifiable Streſs on a Specula- 


tion in Divinity, and are ſo degmatical, in ſomethin 
which has perplex'd the Theories of ſome among the beſt 
and 2e7/eft ; I ſee juſt Reaſon to warn Men of Jooſe and 
vicious Converſations, not to imagine that their /#ppoſed 
regular Heads will make an Atonement for the certain 
Irregularities of their Lives. Their challenging Mr. N. 
1s very awkward, who may ſufficiently filence their Cla- 
mours on this Head, if he produces a ſingle Inſtance; 
whereas they can't certainly be ſuch Strangers in the World, 
as to be ignorant, that not only our Taverns, our Ale- 
houſes, our Streets, but our religious Aſſemblies, will ju- 


ſtify ſuch an Addreſs to his Brethren. There are too many 


who conſtantly attend on our Miniſtry, who have other 
Faults, befides /ecret ones, to be cleanſed from. The 
ſcandalous Behaviour of not a few who ſeparate from the 
national Conſtitution, hath expoſed us (their Inſtructors) 
as well as themſelves, to Contempt. Indeed, they art- 


Fully confine their Challenge to the Members that belong 


to our Societies, but theſe they know to be (alas!) by far 
the ſmalleſt Number of our Hearers ; though I with 
'twere univerſally unexceptionable, even as to gu For 
my Part, I'll venture to habe every Individual that lives 
in a Courſe of Sin, how conſtant ſoever his Attendance be 
on publick Ordinances, with thoſe atheiſtical e e 
. (whether he owns them or not) which Mr. N. hath fo 
faithfully and ſeaſonably requeſted his Fellow Servants to 
bear their Teſtimony -againſt. * | 

The Witneſs theſe Gentlemen bear, that the © ſcan- 
% dalous Reflections, (as they are called e) are falſe, 
d unjuſt, and groundleſs, if not malicious, will not paſs 
with every one, Mr. N. and I, and many others, may 
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(26) 
think thoſe Conteſts fruitleſs and vexatious, which they 
may ſuppoſe uſeful; and thoſe Cenſures very uncharita- 
ble, which they may call very juſt and expedient. 

They may reſent, as highly as they . the Repre- 
ſentation made in the Letter mention'd p. 29, 30. of my 
Vindication, though, what they chiefly take Notice of de- 
ſerves the leaſt Conſideration; namely, the Number of 
rich Men who approv'd of the Sermon. The wealthy 
Part of Mankind 1s very ſmall, compar'd with the poorer 
ſort; if then we ſeparate the Profane and Irreligious from 
the Good, amongſt the Men of Wealth, their Number will 


be exceeding ſcanty, eſpecially of ſuch who think fit to 


patronize the Diſſenting Intereſt, by their Attendance on 
dur Aſſemblies. However, among theſe, I am credibly in- 
form'd, there is ſuch a Plurality, as will clear the Author 
of that Letter from the Imputation of Falſhood. 

They ſay, * © If any might thank him, we doubt not it 
fe was becuaſe they were not appriz'd of the Tendency of 

& the Sermon to caſt Reproaches on our Miniſters, or 
* they would have reſented it as much as others. But why 

can't they ſuppoſe their Neighbours to be as 2 Judges 

of Sermons as tiemſclves ? Twas, doubtleſs, 

faw no ill Tendency in the Sermon, but, contrariwiſe, a 


very good one, that ſome both 20 and good Men gave 


Mr. N. thanks for it. ; . 
They (as well as you) charge me with * attemptin 


ta 
e ſow Divifions among both Miniſters and People To 


which I anſwer, I as little defire to diſturb the Peace of 


other Men's Congregations, as I do to have that diſturb'd 


to which I belong. The Caſe ſtands thus. 
Mr. N. preaches an honeſt, ſerious, practical Sermon, 


before an Aſſembly of Diſſenting Miniſters in Exon, a- 


mo 
Of 
(it ſeems): was one. Mr. N. (as a Man arraign'd might do 
very innocently) labours to defend himſelf, by printing 


neſt whom, ſome thank'd him, and others refus'd it. 
Hole that ſcrupled to give him Thanks, Mr. P. C. 


his Sermon, with a ſhort Preface. Mr. P. C. ſets him- 
ſelf (though with great Reluctance) to expoſe both 


Preface and Sermon, and accordingly finds what ma- 


ny a common, nay, (I believe) many an eagle-eyd 


Examiner would never have hit an. He ſees, with In. 


dignation, many © wicked Innuendoes againſt the ever- 


6 bleſſed 


Page 61 Pi. Go, 


ecauſe they 


Oo, o& MM Mw Wt pe ty og, een 


3 2 ad. ah Str 


a a a 
a_—_. X 


* 


+ a 


| * (7t) „ 
"4 pJefſed Trinity ; our Miniſtry ſlighted, unſcriptural 
« Terms of Lay-Communion made light of, the groſs A- 


* bominations of the Church of Rome repreſented as in- 
« different Form, not only all Proteſtant Difſenters, 


„ but the whole 
« Chrift and the Holy Spirit thrown up without one Strug- 
4 ole for it; the Chriſtian Faith repreſented as a mere 


4 Name, or rather a Nullity ; our People unjuſtly reproach- 


« ed, baſely and wickedly charged; the Pulpit proftituted, 


« converted into a Stage, and made a Place of Razllery ;- 


wa mn and [dolatry excus'd, if not defended ; be- 
fides divers Blunders and Scraps of Nonſenſe interſperſed. I, 
who had openly given Thanks for ſuch aaveak and wretched 
Performance, muſt needs conclude my ſelf, as well as the 
teſt of my Brethren; with whom I concurr'd, Sharers in 
Mr. N's. Gnilt ; eſpecially when Mr. P. C. had aſſur d 
us, that the Preacher hereby ſunk his Character with all 
awiſe and good Men; ſo that whoever dar d to think or 
| ſpeak well of it, muſt be either a Knavè or a Fool. Where- 
upon, I gave ſuch an obnoxious Diſcourſe a ſerious Review, 


and, upon a freſh Peruſal of it, obſery'd it not only to be 


more innocent than the Animadverter had repreſented it, 
but conceiv'd the ſame good Opinion I had entertain'd of 


it, when deliver'd from the Pulpit ; and therefore laid 


hold on ſome vacant Hours for its Vindication, findin 

my own and Brethrens Reputation and Uſefulneſs, as well 

as Mr. N's. concern'd herein. So that I am to be conſi- 

der'd as wholly on the DzrtEnsvE. . 

The moſt unkind Motion, which you ſay , I have made 
to the Diſſenters of Exon, to leave their Miniſters, is a 
moſt unkind e ese g of your own. Pray mention 
the Page where. I have dropt any Word of this Nature, 

or retract ſo falſe an Accuſation. 


The Defenſes that have been made by ſome forward 


| Perſons (who perhaps may think more highly of their 


Abilities in Controverſy, than their Neighbours do) are 
ſtill, in my Opinion, weak and poor. Many Arguments 


offer d in Behalf of the Trinity, by ſuch whoſe Zeal may 
exceed their Light, have appear'd to me 7nconcluſtve. 
The ready way to propagate Notions, whether Truths or 
Errors, is warmly to oppoſe them. By this Method have 
many Hereſies (as they are tiled ) been forc'd out of their 
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| Obſcurity, recciv'd Strength and Vigour, and made their & 
I Way through the World; which had they been neglect- p 
. ed, would probably have ſoon expir d. 4 
Tis to me demonſtrable; that Ariani ſin hath increaſed Ko 


in the Weſt by the Oppoſition given to it. For to do the 
Arians Juſtice, they are not only. renacious of their No- h 
tions, but have very plauſibly defended them; and ha- C 
ving, on their Side, the Advantage that commonly attends 1 
Sufferers for their Principles, I mean, that of Pity and 
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= Compaſſion from Stranders-by (who have had the Curio- : 
[ : fity to examine their Writings, and enquire whether the p 
| . Men are as bad as they are painted by their Adverſaries, g 


but, finding the contrary, have many of them embraced yp 
the ſame Hereſy) ground has been gain'd by them in ſe- p 
veral Places, and Arianiſin has many open Friends under 7 
the Noſes of its moſt angry Opponents. It appears to have, t 
at this preſent Time, more Adherents in Oeuon, in Pro- 7 
portion, than in other Counties; for there are ſeveral Con- g 
| gregations Here which paſs under the Name of Arian, and 8 
whoſe Paſtors own themſelves to be in the new Scheme. 
This you may call, if you pleaſe, a Falſiry in Fact; and 
tell me, that, fince the late Controverſy, there are no 
more Arians, in the Weſt, than there were before, and 
that my poor Intelligence hath miſled me. But, you ſay, 
% If you ſhould be miſtaken, I, and ſuch as I, may thank 
* qur ſelves, that we have given it ſo much Countenance 
and Encouragement *.” Sir, I am for giving every 
honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian what Countenance and Encou- 
ragement I am able, though, for ſo doing, I ſhould be 
charged with ZD:iſhoneſty and Tnſincerity my ſelf. You 
« 28: that I, and ſeveral others, mayn't have given too 
% much Occaſion to the open Abettors of, Arianiſin, to 
„think that tis nothing but Fear that keeps us from 
joining with them.” Your ill-natured Miſbes are ready 
betore they are called for: If Fear would keep us from 
Joi ning with them, why does it not alſo keep us Re [peak- 
ing for them? becauſe even this, you know, has been ſe- 
verely cenſured, as well as the former. 5 
charge you with a flat Contradiction, as you obſerveb; 
and how have you diſcharged your ſelf from it? I own, 
there's not any Contradiction in ſaying, that © the ſtedfaſt 
« Adherence of the Aſſembly to the Doctrine to the Tri- 
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, &« nity, 


„ 1 
4e nity is the chief Occaſion of your undertaking their 
t Defence; or, that ſuch an Aſſembly deſerves no Blame, 
«© for that great and ſteady Concern that they have always 


© manifeſted for this Doctrine. Pray, be pleaſed to look | 


over, once more, the Title Page of your Letter to Mr. N. 
with the ſecond Paragraph in it, and you may, on farther 


Obſervation, ſee a perfect Contradiction, as well as my 


ſelf. The Title Page aſſerts the Letter to be written in 
Defence of the Aſſembly of the united Miniſters of Devon 
and Cornwall, for not giving T hanks for the Sermon 
preached Sept. 8, 1731. But this Paragraph aſſerts, that 
the Defence of the Aſſembly is the leaſt Part of your Con- 
cern ; and the chief Occafion of the Letter is, the Vindi- 
cation of the eternal Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, the 
Vindication of the Faith againſt growing Errors, &c. 8d 
that you do not make the De ence of the Aſſembly, and 
the Defence of the Deity of the Son, &c. to be coinci- 
* but ſet them plainly, in contradiſtinction; one to the 
er. „„ | 
The Time for that Advice which Mr. N. gave his Bre- 
thren, as well as the Advice it ſelf, appear to me not 2 
whit the more improper for your Complaints * of his gi- 
ving a Jooſe to his Paſſions, and ſcattering his 1 Re- 
fieftions. How could he think his groundleſs 
ſhould affect the Innocent ? or that his general Cenſures and 
Diſſuaſi ves ſhould be prejudicial to any, whoſe known Cha- 
racters, as well as Conſciences, would be their Protection? 
He did not, and indeed he could not ſay, that none were 
worthy of Blame, it being abſolutely impoſſible for an un- 
ihſpired Perſon to pronounce ſuch a Sentence of Abſolution 
on the moſt perfeck Aſſembly of Miniſters or Chriſtians on 


Earth. But he »odeſtly ſays o, I do nor charge an here 
with 55 Things. If the Intereſt of Chriſt may be beſt 


advanced by the denial of all Ungodlineſs, and worldly 
Luſts; if Harmony and Concord with one another may be 
ptomoted, by dropping Diſputes about Things, which Have 
cauſed Strife and Contention in the Churches of Chriſt, 
nay, cannot be og or without it; if the way to 

rengthen each others Hands againft the common Ene- 


mies of all Religion, and Chriſtianity in particular, be foe 


Page 6. p. 53. of Sermon. 
L | Chriſti ins 


alumnies : 


ä - 
Chriſtians themſelves to lay afide their Party Quarrels, 
and (inſtead of ſtigmatizing one another with . 

ames) to unite againſt their known Adverſaries; I muſt 
then think the Diſcourſe it ſelf very ſeaſonable, and calcu- 
lated for the Auditory. 


No Time can be ſuitable to ſow Seeds of Strife and 


% Diſcord; and to ſet us at Variance with one another; 
and forafmuch as you dare not ſay Mr. N. had any Dey 
to do {o; you had better omit any Infinuations of that Na- 
ture. You fay, © Though I think that his Sermon was 
" ſo manifeſtly calculated to promote Peace, you hope you 
% may be allowed alſo to think with the noſt, that it had 
«* much rather, a Tendency to promote Ani moſities and 
Contentions 3. You here ſpeak with a little more 
Caution than you did in your rl 
[moſt] infead of [all ;] though, in the qualified Manner 
Jou now 5 yourſelf, tis more than you are able to 
efend, unleſs by the 22ſt, you mean the moſt that you 
are intimately converſant with, who, perhaps, may choofe 
your Friends and Acquaintance with greater Diſcretion 
and Warineſs than Mr. N. does his; for otherwiſe tis 
moxe than you can know, that the oſt think as you do. 
The ſeaſonable Caution given him (whether by one of 
Mr. P. C's Confidents, or ſome other, I can't ſay, having 
heard nothing of it before, nor 1s it material to enquire) 
Was, it ſeems, to no Purpoſe ; but (bold and daring as 
he was). he perſiſted in his Deſign, as the Event ſhews, 


and bad. not only the Inſolence to preach a Sermon without 


Mr. P. C's, previous Approbation, but alſo to print it, 
(which was yet worſe) after he had condemn'd it. 


Tou complain of the Preacher, once and again, that 


tt he did not keep to his Text, and do his beſt to promote 
practical Chriſtianity. Pray, Sir, how would you 
have had him manage his Text ? Did he not explain what 
is meant by denying. Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, by 
living lobrly, righteouſly, and godhly ? Did he not ſhew 
that the Goſpel Diſpenfation teaches all Men ſo to do? 
Were not his Remarks on _ juſt? Was not his Appli- 
cation, both to Miniſters and People, proper and ſeatona- 
ble ? Was not the whole Diſcourke apparently ſubſervient 
to practieal Godlineſs? Can you produce any ſingle Paſ- 


| ſage 


Letter, ufing the Term 


in it juſtly referrable to a different Defſign? Was 
_ very . from the Subject he 81 to — 
bis Auditory againſt unneceſſary Controverſies? He might 
not, perhaps, ſay ſome Things that you would have {aid 3 
nor, it may be, would you have ſaid ſome Things that ho 


thought fit to ſay: But what then? Muſt Miniſters be 
turn'd into Momus s, and ſet every Expreſſion on the 
Rack ? Or, ſhould they not rather give, even obnoxiouy 
Paſſages, the ſofteſt and mildeſt Conſtructions? Should 
they not confider themſelves ſubject to like Paſſions and 
ities with. others? Where, Sir, has Mr. N. “ con- 
* tended carneftly and odly (as a Bigot) againſt the 
* Faith, or for thoſe that oppoſe it? You ſhould, you 
« ſay, be glad it he would endeavour to be a little more 
1 conſiſtent, than to look one Way, and row another.“ 
Don't you find Fault with St. Paul for his Inconſiſteney in 
becoming all Things to all Men? for his Regard of thoſe 
who differ d from Rim, inſtead cf cenſurins them? Was he; 
confiſtent with himſelf in perſuading. Chriſtians to Bear 
with one another, when 'twas impoſſibie for both Sides ta 
be in the right? And, as an infallsble Apoſtle, he could 
have decided the Quarrel betwixt them far more eaſily, 
than Mr. P. C. can; the Contraverſy betwixt the Tini 
tari ans, and their Cppoſites. Left 
Mr. N. however, is unrighteauſly charged with; ſup- 
% Porting and countenancing thoſk who deny Faith in 
« Chriſt, as their God and Saviour.” Let it be proved 
upon him that he has ſupported: and countenanced either 
Dz1sTs, or Ixws, Tun xs, or PAGAans. But if you mean- 
Arians, theſe, to a Man, profeſs their Faith in Cgriſt, as 
their God and Saviour, though I can't obſerve any un- 
common Warmth exerted in this Sermon for them; nor 
555 I find any rundown by him for defending his own: 
/ 7 | | | rote, 
You have a learned Diſſertation upon Hades, and 
wonder 1 ſhould pretend to vindicate Mr. N. who, you 
ſay, makes the Elyſian Fields, and the imaginary Tor- 
ments of Hades, to be oppoſite to each other. But does 
ſuch an Oppoſitian appear ? or can it be neceſſarily ihfer'd / 
from Mr. N's Words? Take any other Sentence, where 
the manner of Expreſſion is parallel to his, and ſee wWhe- 


— 


Page 6 35 64. | 
5 L 2 ther 


(26 ) 


cher the Senſe won't run ſmoothly and obviouſly enough 


without ſuppoſing any Oppoſition. For Inſtance : © Sin- 
% gers will not amend their Lives, whether Miniſters tell 


% them of unconceivable Bleſſedneſs, or of the certain 
«© Torments of a future State. Is it repuguant to any 
Rules of Grammar, or the common Way of ſpeaking, to 
refer future State to Blefledneſs, as well as - 

Or, ſuppoſe Grammar and common Speech ſhould remon- 
ſtrate againſt this, where is the Abſurdity to ſay, ½e cer- 
zain Torments of a future State, without ſuch a Reference 
of future State to the former Clauſe ? foraſmuch as the 
Words are comprehenfive of both Happineſs and 1 
Suppoſe I ask Men, in the Pulpit, whether they believe 
there's a glorious Heaven; or the dreadful Miſeries of the 
gent World; would this be Nonſenſe? I could not, indeed, 
be certain how Mr. N. underſtood Hades, but I knew the 
Expreſſion was defenſible from the Charge of a Blunder, 
whether the Term were taken in a more reſtrained, or ex- 
tenſive Senſe. I therefore call 7his very gentle Stricture 


on Mr. N. (as you ſtile it) a boyiſh Cavilling. However, 


ive me leave to obſerve, that of the /everal Stings I have 
pluck'd out of the Tail of your Letter, this is the only one 
have undertaken to vindicate : How poorly, let the 
| Reader judge. The reſt you have huddled up together 
in the Concluſion of your laſt, leaving them all to ſhift 
for themſelves, as well as they can, not offering a Tittle 
In their Vindication ; though my Remarks on * were 
ſuch, as — be thought ufgclent to incite a more calm 
and diſpaſſionate Perſon than you ſeem to be, to ſay 
= 725 for himſelf in anſwer to them, if he were 
able. | FI 1 5 
Tou know I had ask'd you, whether you would /acri/ice 
8 Part of your Bible, to the Drollery and 


Hoonery of Atheiſts and Infidels? J had charged you 


with making a Remark, which muſt either expoſe your 
Bible, or your PG to Contempt, on the Occaſion of your 
inſulting Mr, N. about his Title Page. I defended his 


calling the heavenly Bleſſedneſs, Sc. a Pract, and com- 


lained of a vain and wranghns Captiouſneßt; his ſpeak- 
— as he does, about fas, Pullis, b Fo: 
ing you a cloſe Queſtion or two; I told you he did not 
make the Goſpe Diſpenſation, conſider'd abſtractly, to 
conſiſt of two Precepts. But what J am even ſtartled at, 


orments? 


„e e wit 
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is your repeating that Saying of his in your preſent Letter 
to me, without taking the Jeaft Notice of the Author's 
Correction of the Preſs, by the Inſertion of a Comma, vin. 
Evangelical Holineſs is in order to, a Meetneſs for the 
Heavenly Bleſſedneſs. Half the Candour which you want- 
ed in me to excuſe a remarkable Blunder of your own, . 
8 you would have had me ſupply from your Copy, 
(which I never ſaw) a very im rf Sentence, and which 
remain'd as imperfe& with ſuch a Supply, as 'twas before) 
I fay, half that Candour might have directed you to 2 
Comma, without Mr. N's, or my Intimation. But, when 
both of us had endeavoured to. rectify your Miſtake, the 
charging him afreſh with it, (as one of thoſe Things that 
want a Vindication) admits of no Apology. 

Whether you envy me the Pleaſure of my Performance, 
or not, I muſt tell you, that I confider it as a 1 De- 44 
fence of Mr. N. than I took it at firſt to be, and, with WY 
freſh Aſſurance, demand your Retraction of what you find 244 
your ſelf uncapable of ſupporting, eſpecially conſidering 
the Charafter and Uſefulneſs of the Perſon, whom you 
calumniate ſo unjuſtly, are concern'd therein. | 

When ſo many 'Things are quite over-look'd, when 
others on ſuch feeble and trifling Remarks made on 
them, and others have nothing but a naked Recital; 1 
am rather tempted to expreſs ſome new Satisfaction in "my 1 
late Letter to your ſelf, than to diſcover any Uneafineſs 4 
at what I have written, or <vhar you have anſwer'd 
ww. --, ' | 
| You manifeſt a vehement Itch to find out the Faults o 4 
others, with as great an unwillingneſs to confeſs your ows z | 
though, for what I can yet deſcry in your Performances, 
neither Mr. Nation or my {elf have any great Reaſon to be 
afraid of ſuch an Aſſailant. CE 

After all, I muſt inform my Readers, that I ſhould 
not have taken half the Freedom with ſome others, that 
I have uſed with Mr. P. C. nor would I undertake 
the Defence of my preſcnt Method in writing, were I 
concern'd with a fair, modeſt, and candid Adverſary. I 
can, at any Time, paſs by a Piece of good-natured 
Nonſenſe, nor do I love to torture a well-meant Abſur- 1 5 
dity. But, when a boiſterous huffing Antagoniſt enters | 
the Field, and employs his deſpicable Chicanery to i 
defizoy his Neighbour's good Name, tis fit his 1 ay . 
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Would be laid open, his wrong Conclufions expoſed, te 
prevent the Miſchief they might otherwiſe do. 

Oontroverſy, Sir, is not my Choice; but whilſt I find, 
under the plauſible Pretext of . up. for the 
Faith, Enccoachments made on dur blefled Lox 's 
Authority over Conſcience (who is /oJe Head and King 
in his Church) the Foundations of the PRO TEST ANT 
Religion undermined ; SinctziTy made light of; and 
all grounded Expectations of future Happineſs entire- 
iy removed from the greateſt Saints on Earth; as theſe 
are Thing of the vaſteſt Conſequence, ſo, if you think 


2 * Bo. . D te, my bel Services 
| | RRVRIND SIR, 
Tour afettionate. 
humble Servant, 
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To Mr. P. C from Mr. Nation. 


Reverend Sir, 3 | 1 
N your Letter to me, added to that to th ö 
Vindicator of my Sermon, I find you have in- 
ſerted a Certificate, and ſaid ſomewhat far- 
ther to confront the Facts in mine. By this 
you have made it neceſſary I ſhould ſay ſome. 
what in my own Vindication ; and had you 
not done this, I might have made you no Reply at all. 
You have repreſented me, in your firſt Letter to me, and. 
in that to the Vindicator, as a Man of Strife, a Sower 
of Diſcord : But it happens, that you have been forc'd to 
prove it from my ſecret Intentions (which no doubt you 
mutt be entirely acquainted with) rather than from * 
thing I have ſaid: And whether y Sermon is moſt cal- 
culated for Peace, or your Letters, is left to other Judges 
to determine. But that you are not ſo great a Friend to 
Peace, as you would repreſent your felf, maſt appear, | 
when I acquaint my Readers, that, about four Months | 
fince, I ſent a private Letter to a Friend of yours, th 
Contents of which you can be no Stranger to, unleſs you 
would not condeſcend to read or hear it. In this Letter, 
J defir'd there might be nothing ſaid in denial of the 
Facts I had advanced; for whoever the Perſons intended 
| 5 were, 


(80) 


were, 5 there was ſuch Proof to be produced, that I was 


ſenſible it would be their prudent Part to be filent ; and 
I apprehended the contrary would bring in a Reply, and 
widen Differences, which would be far from being agree- 
able to me. | „ | 
I alſo defired, that whatever had given, or. might give 
. Offence in the preſent Diſpute, © might be dropt ; that 
whoever did write again, would keep to the real Contro- 
verſy between you and ſome of your Brethren; viz. whe: 
ther a Perſon may differ from the commonly receiv' 


Doctrine of the Trinity, and _ be a ſincereand good Man ; 
= 


that this Argument might handled with a Chriſtian 


Temper, ſo as might be for the Service of Truth, and the 


Credit of Religion; but in neither of theſe Requeſts could 
I be heard. You {till go on in your old Way, and, for any 
Thing I can fee, are more for inamiug People's Paſſions, 
than for informing their Fudgments ; tor lengthening out 
uncharitable 3 than for promoting Chriſtian Love 

* and Peace. Beſides what you have produc'd in denial of 
Facts, in your Letter to the Vindicator, you have given a 
lame Account of Sincerity ; for ſurely it takes in a ſincere 
Endeavour to know the Will of God, as well as to do it; 
and, one would think, a Perſon of your ſuperior Abilities 
ſhould have been ſenſible of it. Tis, indeed, juſt ſuch 
another Account as you have given of practical Chriſti- 
anity, when you call it , Firtue, Sobriety ; and tell 
us, Mr. Hobbs, Spinoſa, Parſons the Feſuit, and others 
were virtuous and ſober Perſons, as Arians and Socinians 
may be. If * do not mean Practical Chriſtianity here- 
by, you on y impoſe on your Readers, (for you ars 
writing againſt my Sermon, in which I have given a large 
Account of Practical e and 1 — think have 
juſtly infer d, that they who /o practiſè are, in the Main, 
ſound in the Faith, and ought to be treated and received 
as Chriſtians). And if you do mean Practical Chriſtia- 
nity by thoſe Terms, and ſuch as all the above Gentle- 
men might be famous for, I think you have ſufficiently 
'd your ſelf. You have farther, in your Letter to 

the Vindicator, inlarg'd on your Controverſy with thoſe 
call'd Arians, to help you at a dead Lift; but it can do 
you little Service, unleſs it be with the Vulgar, and thoſe 


x a Letter to Mr. Nation, in Vindication of the Aſſembly, page 
6, 57. : ; 


& | done 
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be agreeable to your Charity, I own is not to h. I am no 


this they h 
+. Your Laſt to me you begin thus; * © I have carefully 
&« perusd your Letter,” and of this you ſoon give an ex- 
traordinarny Inſtance, © and am glad to find you profeſ- 


th that have wrote againſt the Deiſts, manage. By 


* fing your Faith in the Terms you do; but may not what 


& follows deſcrye. your Recollection, that you never ſaid 
&* any Thing you now aſſert, publickly or privately, in 
« all your Life?“ I cannot tell how carefully you have 
peruſed the reſt of my Letter, but you muſt not blame 
me, when I fay, that 1 5 ſeems to be a great Overſight 3 
for my Words are *, that had never ſaid any Thing con- 
trary, zo what I had afſerted, ke. 
Lou fay ©, © as to your direct Charges of Arianiſin on 
& you, you can find none in my Defenſe.” But, Sir, 
are there not gro/s Inſiuuatious to this Purpoſe ? I would, 
to. refreſh your Memory, mention a few, of them . The 
* Purport of the latter Part of your Sermon, as well as, 
„ the Beginning, is to recommend nothing, beſides holy 
Living; at the ſame time throwing up the Faith, with 


£4 
4. reſpeck to the Deity of Chriſt, and the holy Spirit, 
* without One Struggle far 1 : Vs Certainly, this way 


« of proeeding, 
« Socentans, Arians, Pelagians, &c.” * How unac- 
© countable is it, that you who have not yet openly re- 


Letter added to that to the Vindicator, p. 68. b Letter 


to the Vindicator, annexed to his to Mr. P. C. p. 49. Letter 


added to that to the Vindicator, p. 68. Letter to Mr. Nation,” 


in defenſe of the Aſſembly, p. 22. Page 24. f Page 25, miſ- 
printed, | | | | h 


- 


M © nounced 


muſt be intended highly in Favour of 


| (:3832>} + 
&© nounced your Agreement with your Brethren, in the 
* Eaith they profeſs, Sc.“ © But confidering what you 
iQ {til} profeſs your Faith to be, it would have deen more 
6. confiſtent.“ . b « Tf your Faith be the ſame that once it 
« was, Sc.“ Not to mention any more Particulars, your 
Letter appears to be one popular Harangue, to bring me 
into Suſpicion of Hergy * And as your Letter 1s to me, 
your Reflections are Perſonal. Now, Str, according to 
your on way of arguing, © © Tnnuendoes are frequently as 

& great Reflections on Perſons, as any direct Perſonal 
« Charges.” You tell me 9, my publick Addreſs to the 
& Miniffers amounts to a Charge.” If fo, I will leave it 
to the World to judge, whether all you have faid does 
not amount to a Charge of Arianiſin on me. You _ 
after all, ſay, you intended no ſuch thing ; but I wou d 
aqdviſe you, for the future, to expreſs your ſelf with more 
Caution, otherwiſe you may not be ſo eaſily credited, as 
you may imagine. : 

I might add, that a c&rtain Perſon hath buſily enquir'd. 
whether I was not the Author of a late Pamphlet ©, (which, 
by the way, is not ſo very confiſtent with his repreſenting 
me, on all Occaſions, as a Perſon who can't write common 
Senſe ;) though, whoever the Author is, he may not ſo 
ealily, as he may think, prove him an Arian, from that 
Pamphlet. FER N 

Jou ſay f, * As to God's making all Allowances for the 
« Errors of Mens Underſtandings, enough is ſaid in an- 
« ſwer to your indication.” My Expreſſion is s, The 
mere Errors of Mens Underſtandings ; and as to theſe, 
F cannot ſee you have ſaid any thing. It does not appear, 
$54 you apprehend what they are. I would not, theres 
ore, have you be offended at my informing you, that 
they are involuntary Errors; ſuch as there may be, where 
is yet an honeſt Mind, a fincere Defire to know and do 
the Mind and Will of God. | | 

I come now to the Facts in my Letter. The ſtating 
of them at large, and ſetting forth the Evidence for them, 
is what I can, with truth, fay, I ſhould gladly have been 
excuſed from. I would not willingly have done what 


a Page 54. b page 57. page 30. 4 Ibid. © A Differration 
on the Nature of Hereſy, by a Lover of Truth and Peace, f Let- 
ter added to that to the Yipdicater, p. 68, s Letter to the Vin- 


dicator, p. 57. AY 
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might touch my Brethren in ſo tender a Part, or bo 


any way pre judicial to them. I had not mention'd the 
Facts at firſt, but I thought it the only Argument which 
might avail to end our unhappy Diſputes. I could not 
believe they would have been publickly deny'd. Could 
I have foreſeen this, I believe I ſhould have refrain'd the 
Publication of . them. By the private Letter I have al- 
ready mention'd, the Reader muſt ſee I have done all I 
could, to prevent any thing being ſaid in denial of them, 
I élaid my ſelf under an Obligation in my Jaſt, if they 
were deny'd, to mention Names; i. e. to tell who the 
Perſons were, that were admitted to, or ſuffer'd in Com- 
munion ; and who they that ſo admitted or ſuffer d them. 
Here's a Certificate publiſh'd in denial of the Facts, which: 
is as follows. - 1078-14 2000 wot 


ab 


& WI E RE A8 it has been ſuggeſted, that We, 
8 whoſe Names are under- written, are the Perſons 
meant by Mr. N. to have received into our Communion 
* Arians, and thoſe that are in Dr. Clarke's Scheme. 
„If by theſe Terms are meant, ſuch as have denied the 
** true and proper Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
We certify to all Mankind, that to our Knowledge, We 
* never received to Communion, any that were of ſuch 
© erroneous Principles; that is, any Perſons whom We 
* knew to have denied the true or proper Divinity of the 
* Son and Holy Ghoſt, or that aſſerted them to be Crea- 
** tures, being greatly concern d fog the important Truths 
of the Goſpel, now call'd in Queſtion. | | 
However, at the ſame time, out of due Regard to 
* tender Conſciences, and to Love and Peace, We have 
not been willing to eject out of our Communion, any 
“ Chriſtians, that have been under ſome Doubts, in Re- 
* ſpe&t to any nice or critical Explications of this hig 


« Myſtery of the Chriſtian Religion, 


bn Ball, 
24 9355 Walrond, 
| John Zavington. 


I can't but ſay, that two of the Perſbns who, have fign'd 
this Certificate are thoſe concern'd as to the twa firſt Facts: | 


d as to the latter, Mr. P. C. tells me he has ta 
. M 2 wi 
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with the Perſons, who ſeem to be pointed at, and they 
know of none ſuch, ' who were in Communibn with the 
Orthodox and the Arians at the fame time; and be ho 

J can produce no ſuch Inſtances. So that I am obliged, 
in my own neceſſary Vindication, to prove the Facts I Rave 
ſpoken of. Charity muſt begin at home; and though I 
would readily do any thing reaſonable, for the Service of 
others, yet I can't ſay J am for complimenting them, to 
the Prejudice of my own Reputation. 
The firſt Perſon, Who, I have faid, „ was one well 
& known - in the learned World, a Man of too much 
Simplicity, to "conceal his Sentiments, that was in 
4 Pr. Clarke's Scheme, and in Communion with an 5p 
„ fthodo Divine,” is the Reverend Mr. Thomas Feffery, 
ſometime ſince deceaſed, a Gentleman of vaſt 3 
for his Age, one of uncommon Piety, and of the greateſt 
Simplicity.. I make no doubt, he is now in the bright 
and peaceable Regions above. I well knew him my ſelf, 
and can ſay, he was very free in declaring his Sentiments, 
not only to me, but when others were prefent ; and tis 
much, if he ſhould not be ſo with the Reverend Mr. John 
Ball of Honiton, who is the Perſon he was in Comimu- 


nion with. But that he was' thus free with him, and that 


£ 


Mr. Ball knew his Sentitfients, muſt chiefly be proved, 
from what he himſelf ſaid to others. Tis not likely he 
would ſo contradict himſelf; and the Courſe of his ex- 
copy Life, as to ſay what was falſe, eſpecially in a 
Caſe where he could have no Temptation to ; Mer 57 

He told Mr. John Stokes, a neighbouring Gentleman 
of Reputation (who has given me leave to "inſert his 
Name) that the Deſign of his being ſent to Mr. Fall's, 
was to be cur'd of his being in Dr. Clarke's Sentiments 
concerning the Trinity; and I have, my ſelf, heard it 


ſaid, by many in this City, that this was the Defign of his 


being ſent thither. Now it is not a very common thin 

for a Perſon, under a Diſtemper, to be ſent to a Phi. 
ian to be cur'd, and the Phyſician know not what he is 
ſent to him for, nor what the Diſtemper is he labours under; 
1 pecially if the Patient be with him ſome conſiderable 
But for farther Proof, 1 have Liberty from the Rev. 
Me. Anthony Atkey, of Sbepron Mallet (one whoſe Cha- 
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racter can ſpeak for him, that he | be credited) 
to uſe his Name, and to aſſure the World, that Mr. h. 
mas Jeffery has frequently told him, that on his Remo- 
val from Exeter to Honiton, he was, without any Diffi. 
culty, admitted to join in Communion with that Society, 
to which Mr. Ball was Paſtor; and that he as often told 
him, that Mr. Ball knew him, at that time, to be in 
Dr. Clarke's Sentiments concerning the Trinity, and en- 
deavour'd, by Converſation, to bring him back to the 
corrnmon'Do&rine, oo 3 3 
HET in this City, who can teſtify of this 

tter. ; AHF» re bt atH op, „ : : 

One particularly heard Mr. Zeffery ſay, he was on a 
Saturday Evenin 7 Detore the ron rc very free and 

open with Mr. Ball. The Diſpute ran fo high, that he 
faid to him, Couſin Ball, Shall I come to the Lord's Table 
to Morrow ? Mr. Ball anſwered, by all Means. 
Another can teſtify much to the ſame Purpoſe. Theſe Per- 
ſons are not willing, for ſome particular Reaſbns, to inſert 
their Names; yet I am allow'd to fay, they are ready 
to go to any of the Miniſters in this City, and teſtify ac- 
cording to what J have ſaid; and if they deſire it of me, 
J will acquaint them with it, and make no doubt bu 
they will be as good as their Word. | 9, 

There are more who will certify, as to this Fact, if 
what T have ſaid is not ſufficient; though I ſhould think 
it is. 5 | | | Crug» 
The other Perſon, who I have ſaid *, has been very 
frank in declaring his Sentiments, and was in Commu- 
nion with one of thoſe Orthodox Divines (who refus'd to 
give Thanks for my Sermon) and never refus'd, is Mr. 
Andrew Feffery. ' He was in Communion at Ortery Sr. 
Mary, with the Reverend Mr. ohn Walrond. This 
Gentleman I have had Occaſion to be acquainted with, 
and have found him a Perſon of Probity and Integrity; 
and this is the Character I have heard many others give of 
him. And, I ſhould think, Mr. Walrond bimſelf muſt 
believe him to be fo, "otherwiſe he would not have 
continued him in Communion ſo many Years as he did; 
and till the ſaid Mr. 5effery left the Country, and came 
into this City to live, It a Man has not common Honeſty, 
he is not a good Heathen, much leſs a good Chriſtian ; 


* 
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or 4a. Perſon to be received to Chriſtian Communion 
Now this Gentleman has been known to be very free in 
declaring his Sentiments. He declares (and has often de- 
dclared to me) that he has been, many a time, very free 
with Mr. Walrond, as to his being in Dr. Clark's Senti- 
ments; and I don't know what he could ſay more to con- 
| eh him he was in them, than he has told me he has 
aid. e ˖ 
I have alſo been very credibly inform'd, that when one 
Mr. Kern of Ottery, a Perſon of Integrity, ask d Mr. Wal- 
rond how he could, baptize Mr. Zefery's Child, he ſhould 
fay, he did it on the Faith of his Wife; and, if fo, it 
ſhew'd he had not a very good Opinion of His Faith. 
And I beg leave to ask Mr. WVa}rozd one tarther Queſtion, 
Whether, during this ſame Time, he received him to the. 
Lord's Supper alſo on the Faith of his Wife? But, if he 
received him to the Lord's Supper on his own Faith, why 
was not his Child received on the ſame? | * 
Thus have I produced the Evidence for the two firſt 
Facts. How far * Miniſters ſpoken of might have for- 
gotten Things, or miſapprehended them, I can't ſay. 
As to the laſt Fact a, of Perſons in this City being in 
Communion with the Orthodox and Arians at the ſame 
Time, and that for many Years, and who had neyer a Word 
ſaid to them, as they tell me: I muſt confeſs what is ſaid 
in denial of this, did, moſt of all, ftartle me. For here 
the Queſtion is not, whether they were in Dr. Clark's 
Scheme, or the Orthodox Miniſters knew them to be ſo, 
but whether they were, as I had ſaid, in different Commu- 
nions at the ſame Time? It is not anſwer'd that the Ortho- 
dox Miniſters did not all adminiſter to them, which might 
have been ſaid, but that they don't know of any /uch 
Perſons who were ſo in Communion, and, tis hop'd, I 
can't produce any ſuch Inſtances, N 
Ho far faulty Mr. P. C. has been, in not examining 
the Miniſters of this City about this Fact, I can't ſay; but, 
Iwill ſay, the Fact it {elf is notorious. | 
The Perſons thus in different Communions, for many 
Years, are Mrs. Vhite, and her eldeſt Daughter, now Mrs. 
Hiller, both living in this Cz | | 
The Occafion of their thus being in different Commu- 
nions, was as follows. 5 
Letter to the Vindicator, p. 57, 
. | When 


(87) 
When Mr. Peirce, and Mr. Haller, Sen. were turn'd 


out, they thought thoſe who ſucceeded them had no Right 
to do ſo ; wherefore they would not receive of them, and, 
indeed, they would receive only of the Reverend and 


Learned Mr. Withers, ſome Time fince deceas'd. Now 
there hoy a Meeting here, called the little 3 


which the four Orthodox Miniſters equally took Care of, 


Mr. Lavington, and Mr. Enty ; it came to Mr. Wirhers's 
Turn to adminiſter but once in four Months; fo, three 
times in four, they communicated with Mr. Peirce, and, 
after him, with Mr. Hlallet, Jun: and thus 1t was for five 
or fix Tears. This many of the Communicants living can- 


not but know, and be able to teſtify : And thoſe Gentle. h 
women ſay, the Orrhodox Miniſters never ſaid any Thing 
to them about their Communion with thoſe called Arians 


which, ſurely, one would think, they ſhould have done, 
had they believed them to be {[dolaters. Should they 


not have told them they ought not with ſuch to eat? To 


fay they did not adminiſter to them, is to ſay nothin 


(for they had not the Opportunity of doing it) they ſufferd 


them in their Society, and in Communion with thoſe to 
whom they did adminifter ; whereas they ſhould haye 
warned them not to be Partakers with Idolaters; and, if 


they would not have taken Warning, they ſhould have 


rejected them. 

Having thus ſupported the Facts in my Letter, I would 
now take the Liberty of making a few Remarks on the 
Certificate you have inſerted a. | 


It might be of your ow# ee. up (for it is entirely 


of a Piece with what follows it) and, if fo, I would adviſe 
you not to fall ſo foul again, as you have, on Dr. Clark 
(telling of his abominablè Salvo, fo deſtructive to Faith 
and common Honeſty, as well as Non-Conformity:) If 
ou do, one or other may go ſo far as to make a ſecond 
pplication of that to you, 7 | 


Turpe eſt Doctori, cum culpa redarguit ipſum. ; 

I muſt ſay, here are too many 3 
Salvoes, and Evaſions, which are not very conformable to 

Chriſtian Simplicity. | 
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z Whereas it has been ſuggeſted, that we, whoſe Names 
* are under. written, are the Perſons, meant by Mr. N. to 
* have received into our Communion, &c. Now, if 
they fell into Dr, Clark's Scheme after they were in Com- 
munion, and yet were continued, tis equal to their having 
been firſt admitted or received, being known to be ſuch 
»Hereticks. They had forfeited their Right, and therefore 
gud have been rejected. I apprehend, this may be one 
waſion, becauſe I have heard it urged, before now; be- 
fides, one of the Perſons was admitted in Dr. Clark's 
„„ 1.117 , 6 T1: Tl T8 
It follows. ““ to have received Ariaus, and thoſe that 
« are in Dr. Clark's Scheme. If by theſe Terms are 
* meant ſuch as have denied the true and proper Divinity 
<«<" of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, we certify to all Mankind, 6 
that, to our Knowledge, we never received to Commu- n 
. nion any that were of ſuch erroneous Principles; that 
< 1s, any Perſons whom we knew to have denied the true 
* . Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, or that 
« allerted. them to be Creatures,” G . * 
Ihe plain Meaning of which is: If the Arian Princi- 
12 and Dr. Clark's, be ſuch as they never were, and they 
ave aſſerted what they never have aſſerted; then we cer- 
tity to all Mankind, we never received any of ſuch erroneous 
Principles. | err bs: 1 
Sir, thoſe called Arians ſay, they believe the true 
and proper Divinity of the Son of God; and whether you 
know it, or not, Ican't fay, but I know, they judge they are 
very pajaltly dealt with, to be branded with the Name 
of Ariass, when they diſown the diſtinguiſhing Notions 
of Arius, viz. that Chriſt is a Creature, that there was a 
Time when he was not. And if this they ſay for them-, | 
ſelves be true, I think; thoſe, who have branded them as. N | 


Arians, have much to anſwer for it, And I would ask 
you, where have thoſe, called Arians, aſſerted the Son 
of God to be a Creature? produce an Inſtance, if you can. 
I ask you, whether Dr. Gert has, any where, ſaid ſo? 
You may (ay, he ſays what is equivalent to it, tis a 
Conſequence of his Scheme: But really, Sir, I do not | 
know what right you have to faſten Conſequences on other. ; 
Men, which they diſocun, or to explain their Schemes 
fartbed, than they have explained them themſelves. _ 4 
But leaſt the above ſhould not ſ:rve the Turn, and it 


ſhould be proved Perſons had declared fo and fo, tis 2 , 


_— (89) | 
end., However, at the ſame Time, out of due Regard to 
e tender Conſciences (and, ¶ hope, all the Perſons I have 
e mentioned were of this Number) and to Love and 
** Peace, we have not been willing to eject out of Hur 


&, Communion any Chriſtians, that have been under 


te ſome Doubts (and tis much if they ſhould) in reſpect 
4 to any nice or critical Explication of this high Myſtery 
* of the Chriſtian Religion.” | 

' Having remark'd on the Certificate, I muſt ſay, I ſhould 
much better like one expreſs'd thus: We never admit- 


* ted into Communion; or ſufter'd in Communion, any 


ie that we knew to be Arians, or in Dr. Clark's Scheme; 
that is, any who denied the Equality of the Son with the 
Father, and the Trinity in Linkry. Theſe Things, tis 
certain, thoſe called Arians do deny, and fo did Dr. Clark. 
But it may be ſaid, this is not ſufficient: It may be ſaid 
ſo. But, Sir, If you will pleaſe to allow me, that a Per- 
ſon, who does either of theſe may yet be fit for Chriſtian 
Communion, I will undertake to prove, that the Contro- 
verſy about Communion with Arians muſt fall to the 
Ground, and that about Hereſy and Idolatry too. 
Immediately after the Certificate, you go on a, . As to 
„ that Meeting, that is equally under the Care of the four 
«. orthodox Miniſters, as you ſeem, in Deriſion, to ſtile them ;** 


there is no Derifion expreſs'd (I ſuppoſe, you ſaw m 


ſnear, when I wrote it, juſt as you know my ſecret Iuten- 
ions I am told by ſome of them, who ſeem particu- 
* larly to be pointed at (I hope, you did not put the Due 
© ftion to them about this Matter very ftrictiy) that they 


* knew of no ſach Perſons, who were in Communion with 
e the Orthodox and Arians at the ſame Time.” Now by 


this may be meant, that they don't know thoſe of the New 
Meeting here are Arians, and, it ſo, how is it there 
have been ſueh loud Clamours about Arianiſim, Tdolatry, 
&c. or that theſe Perſons did not communicate at. both 
Places the /ame Day, and 'tis ſtrange if they ſhould. 
& If you know who the Perſons are, as you ſay you do; 
“if you'll be ſo kind as to produce your Inſtances, which, 
I hope, you can't, (I doubt, there was much Fear mix d 
« aht your Hope) you'll find the Miniſters you gird up- 
on have Courage enough to act a cenſiſtent Part. ; 
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Now here tis intimated, if the Fact be true, ws 1 doit 
know it. And yet this is very ſtrange, it being of ſo wp 
ſtanding. However, I am ſure, it can't be the Caſe with 
one, who muſt eaſily recolle& Time and Place where I 
mentioned the Perſons to him, who were thus in Commu- 
nion ; and, in a private Letter lately, I hinted at the 


Tame. | 


& T ſhall find they have Courage enough to act a con- 
« fiſtent Part.“ e * e 
I ſuppoſe they will readily excommunicate them, when 
they have left them ſome Years ſince. N 1 
Having thus (as you think) obviated the Facts in m 
Letter, you go on as to the Argument of putting the Te 
to the Communicants. And you are pleaſed to ſay , ac- 
cording to my own Expreſſion, It deſerves to be paſs'd 
„% over with a ſlight.” I muſt own, tis a grear Tempta- 
tion to a Perſon thus to paſs over an Argument, when 
otherwiſe, if it ſhould be too hard for him, he can by 
no means like the Conſequenees. However, Sir, tis yo 
fay it deſerves to be paſs'd over with a ſlight. I faid , it 


* 


was not to be anſwer'd ; and I ſay ſtill, that 'tis not be 
anſwer d by thoſe who run ſo very high in their Senti- 


ments, and have been ſo much for impoſing Teſts on 

thoſe, whoſe Declarations, or Actions, have never proved 

them to be Idolaters. As weak as my Argument is, to 

evade it, you are forced to fly to an Argument, which is, 

13 juſt in it felf ; but then you condemn your ſelf 
y 1t. | 


Tou, as a Friend, adviſe me, on a particular Occafion , 


„ to. be: contented with what is paſt: I would return 
your Compliment, and, as a Friend, adviſe you to be con- 


rented with what is paſt ; for really your going on will 
not make Things better. | 


It happens that, at this Time, you are out in your Po- 


- Jiticks. You have meddled in a wrong Cauſe. Indeed, 


you are pleaſed to ſay; as to my Sermon d, That I have 
« diſcover d much Weakneſs and Vanity throughout the 
% Performance.” But, Sir, whatever may be your Thoughts, 
you may depend on it, I have got more Credit by it, than 
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ever you will get by writing againſt it. I can tell you 
© Texcepting a few weak Perſons, whom you can impoſe on} 
the World wonders what you are making ſuch a Noiſe 

about; They can ſee no ſuch Treaſon in the Sermon; but 
think tis a plain, honeſt, practical Diſcourſe. This is the 
bf Opinion of many of the Church of England, as well as 
Di enters, and of many of the Miniſters of both. | 
_ You have alſo to do with the ↄrong 17 ; ſuch as 
_ have no very terrible Apprehenfions either of your Diſplea- 
| ſure, or Abilities, and with whom your chief Argument 
fails you; I mean, being able to call them Arians, No- 
Jaters, &c. (though I won't ſay but you have ſhown your 
good Inclinations to it) and your other Arguments are 
weak ind inſufficient. | | 5 
If, notwithſtanding my Advice, you will take the Field 
again, I defire you will not forget to publiſh a Certificate, 
drawn up with your own Hand, and ſigned by a Brother. 
Author of yours, who has lately received into Communion _ 
Perſons who had been ſeveral Years in Communion: with 
Mr. Hallet, Jun. and been ſo out of Choice; whom, I am 
am credibly inform'd, he admitted, without putting any 
. gow" to them. | | | . 
muſt now own, I have made very free with you, and 
ou may complain of me, that I'have not treated you with 
efcrence and Reſpect; but, I promiſe you, I will do it, 
ö when you write with more Humility, Temper, and Fair- 
neſs. | 
If you pleaſe to put your Name, I may be the more 
liberal of my Encomiums, and you will let the World ſee, 
you are not aſhamed to own who you are. This is all, at 
preſcnt, from, ; | 7 
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